Las Vegas

Travel Guide



Contents

Chapter 1: INTTOAUCLION .....veeivieeie et eieestteseeete et et et e st e sttessaeesbe e seesseesssesssessseesseessaesssessseassessseessaesseesssessseessensseensns 1
Chapter 2: KNOW YOUT TTAVEIET TYPE ..c.vviriieiieiieiieiiesie sttt ettt et te st eesse e e e ssaessaessseessaessaesssesssesssesssessseensns 2
Chapter 3: The Vegas Nightlife SCENE .......cccciiiciieciiiiecie ettt e s eerbeesse e seestaesssessseesseesseensns 9
Chapter 4: Las Vegas Casino GUIAE. .......ccceeruiiiiiiiieieeieettertte sttt et ettt e st e et e et e bt e bt e st tesbtessteenteenbeesbeesaeesaneens 15
Chapter 5: Adrenaline and Beyond - Vegas Off the Casino F1OOT ........c.ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 23
Chapter 6: Luxury & Relaxation i Las VEEAS ........ccciiiiiiiaiiiiieeie ettt ettt ettt st te e sae e b e saeeeas 34
Chapter 7: Las Vegas Food and Drink GUIAE...........cocueiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiieet ettt sttt 45
Chapter 8: Meeting People 1N Las VEZAS ......cc.ccciiiciieiieiieiiesee ettt ettt sve et esaessaessaesssessseensaessaessnesnnenns 57
Chapter 9: Vegas Insider Tips & Travel HACKS .........ccviviiiiiiiiiiiecececcstese ettt re e sene e 66
Chapter 10 : Las Vegas Etiquette & Survival GUIAE.........cccuevveiiiiiiiiiiieiesie st src ettt eseeesenesneesseeseesseessaessnenes 77
Chapter 11: Las Vegas GOIf GUIAC........c.cecieriiiieiiiciieiteie sttt e e eteeteesteesaesevessbeesseesseessaessaessseesseessaessessssensnenns 91
Chapter 12: Tennis, Racquet Sports, and Bowling in L.as VEZas ........c.ccceeviieviiiieriienieeie e e seneeve e 100
Chapter 13: Casino Loyalty Programs in Las VE@aS.........ccceerieriiiiiiiiiiieie ettt ettt st 109
Chapter 14: Airlines and Harry Reid International AIrpoOrt..........ccccceviiriieiiiiiieniesieeie ettt 118
Chapter 15: Spas and Wellness in Las VEZAS .......ccueiiiiiieiieiieitiesterte ettt ettt ettt seeesaeesaeesaeeeneees 126
Chapter 16: Smoking and Cannabis Policies in Las VEZaS ........ccccovieriiriiiiiiiierieceee ettt 136
Chapter 17: Las Vegas Resort Rooms - Entertainment Systems and Darkness Features............cccoocvevvencernvennnen. 144
Chapter 18: Las Vegas Tatto0 GUIAE........ccvevieiieiiieiieiieieeieesteeseesresteebeesteesteesteesssesssessseesseessessssesssesssesssessens 158
Chapter 19: Television Productions in Las VEEAS .........cccuevvieriiiriiiiieiiicie ettt stee e sresereesreeseesseessaesssesssesssees 165
Chapter 20: Professional Sports and Major Events in Las VEgas .........ccccevveeviieiieniieciiciceiecreeieeee e 173
Chapter 21: Gambling Tournaments in Las VEZaS ........ccceririiriririiininieieeitetesteetese sttt ettt 182
Chapter 22: Legal Resources for Las Vegas VISITOTS ........coerieririirieninienieneetesieetesie sttt sttt sieens 189
Chapter 23: Transportation in Las VEZAS .......c.coeriiriiiiiiiriieie ettt sttt sttt sttt eieens 197
Chapter 24: Las Vegas Weather GUIAE.........cocueiiriiiiiiiieiirieie sttt ettt st sttt st sbe et e e ebeens 204
Chapter 26: 1.as Vegas CONVENLIONS ........cceereerierveeriaeriereesseesseeseessesseessesssessssesssesssesssesssesssessssssssssssssssesssesssens 211

Chapter 27:

Health Considerations for Las Vegas VISITOIS ........c.ccvviiviierieiiieiieeireeieeseesresereeveeveesseessneseneesveenves 220



Chapter 1

Introduction

Welcome to Las Vegas, a city that never sleeps, where entertainment knows no bounds, and where experiences
range from the glamorously opulent to the refreshingly authentic. This guide is designed to help you navigate the
dazzling labyrinth that is Las Vegas, whether you're a first-time visitor or a seasoned Vegas veteran looking for new
adventures.

Las Vegas has transformed dramatically from its humble beginnings as a desert outpost to the entertainment capital
of the world. Today's Vegas offers something for everyone—world-class dining, spectacular shows, outdoor
adventures, luxury shopping, and of course, gaming opportunities around every corner.

This guide will take you beyond the typical tourist experience, offering insider knowledge and practical advice to
make your Vegas trip unforgettable. From navigating the famous Strip to discovering hidden gems off the beaten
path, we've got you covered.

# Las Vegas Trivia & Fun Facts

## The Vegas Strip

- The Las Vegas Strip isn't actually in Las Vegas city limits — it's technically in unincorporated Paradise and
Winchester, Nevada.

- The Strip is approximately 4.2 miles long from the Mandalay Bay to the Stratosphere.

- There are approximately 150,000 hotel rooms in Las Vegas, more than any other city in the United States.

- The Mirage Hotel opened in 1989 and was the first mega-resort on the Strip, costing $630 million to build
—arecord at the time.

- The fountains at the Bellagio contain roughly 22 million gallons of water and can shoot water up to 460
feet in the air.

- The Luxor's Sky Beam is the strongest beam of light in the world — it's visible from space and uses 39
xenon lamps that each consume 7,000 watts.

- MGM Grand is the largest single hotel in the United States with 6,852 room:s.

- The Stratosphere Tower is 1,149 feet tall, making it the tallest freestanding observation tower in the
United States.

- Caesars Palace has operated continuously since August 5, 1966 — making it one of the oldest still-
operating casino resorts on the Strip.

- The Venetian and Palazzo complex, when combined, form the second-largest hotel in the world with
7,117 rooms.



Chapter 2

Know Your Traveler Type

Understanding your travel personality can customize your Vegas experience. This chapter will help you identify
your traveler type so you can tailor your trip to match your style, budget, and interests.

e Introduction to Traveler Types: Understanding your travel personality can customize your Vegas
experience.

e Main Traveler Types:
1. The Party Animal
2. The High Roller
3. The Adventurer
4. The Foodie & Whiskey Connoisseur
5. The Budget Baller
e Age-Based Recommendations: Tailored trips for different age groups ensure everyone finds something
enjoyable in Sin City.
e The Hybrid Traveler: Most guys aren't just one traveler type—they mix and match different experiences
for a unique experience.
e Interactive Quiz: A fun quiz to help readers identify their Vegas traveler type.
e Planning Tips: Use insights from your traveler type to plan a memorable trip.

Understanding Vegas Traveler Types

Las Vegas isn't a one-size-fits-all destination. Different visitors come to Vegas seeking different experiences - some
for wild nightlife, others for luxury indulgences, and some for budget-friendly good times. Understanding your
traveler type will help you customize your Las Vegas experience to match your style, budget, and interests.

The Party Animal

For those who want to go hard and party non-stop. Expect loud music, wild crowds, and little sleep.

Key Activities & Highlights:
e Hitting top nightclubs (Omnia, XS, Zouk, Marquee)
¢ Day drinking at pool parties (Encore Beach Club, Wet Republic, Drai's Beach Club)
e After-hours clubs & late-night eats (Drai's After Hours, Peppermill Lounge)
e VIP bottle service and meeting promoters for club access
e Bar crawls and hidden speakeasies for pregame spots

Budget Breakdown:
e Luxury: VIP table service at top clubs, high-end suites, personal hosts
e Affordable: Free guest lists, happy hour pregame, hotel room splits with friends

Pro Tips:
e Use guest lists to avoid cover charges (arrive early)
e Network with promoters—bottle service may come with free drinks
e Stay hydrated and pace yourself—Vegas doesn't stop, but your body will



The High Roller

For those who want to experience Vegas in style—luxury hotels, fine dining, high-limit gambling, and VIP
everything.

Key Activities & Highlights:
e Staying in a penthouse suite (The Wynn, The Cosmopolitan, Aria Sky Suites)
¢ Dining at Michelin-starred restaurants (Joel Robuchon, Restaurant Guy Savoy)
e High-stakes gambling & VIP lounge access
e Private limo service & helicopter tours over the Strip
e Spa treatments and exclusive cabanas at private pools

Budget Breakdown:
e Luxury: Suites, fine dining, VIP hosts, private tables at clubs

e Affordable (For Aspiring High Rollers): Join a casino's players club, use comps, visit off-Strip casinos
for better gambling perks

Pro Tips:
¢ Know your casino comps—if you're gambling big, let the casino take care of your stay
e Dress well—high-limit lounges and exclusive restaurants have dress codes
e A good VIP host is your best friend—tip well, and they'll hook you up

The Adventurer

For the thrill-seeker who wants more than just clubs and casinos. This traveler is all about adrenaline, action, and
unique experiences.

Key Activities & Highlights:
¢ Exotic Car Racing: Drive a Lamborghini or Ferrari at the Las Vegas Motor Speedway
¢ Shooting Ranges: Test your skills with high-powered firearms at Battlefield Vegas or The Range 702
¢ Skydiving & Indoor Skydiving: Go tandem skydiving over the desert or try iFLY's indoor experience
e ATV & Dune Buggy Adventures: Off-road through the Mojave Desert
e Helicopter Tours: Nighttime Strip flights or Grand Canyon tours
¢ Sports & Outdoor Activities: Golf at Shadow Creek, hike Red Rock Canyon

Budget Breakdown:
e Luxury: Private guided tours, high-end sports cars, VIP adventure packages
¢ Affordable: Group tours, renting equipment instead of private experiences

Pro Tips:
e Book adventure activities early—prime time slots fill up fast
e Ifyou're doing high-adrenaline activities, schedule them early in the trip (not after a long night of drinking)
e Bring sunglasses and water if you're doing desert adventures

The Foodie & Whiskey Connoisseur

For those who enjoy high-end meals, craft cocktails, and whiskey tastings more than clubbing.

Key Activities & Highlights:
e Top Steakhouses: CUT by Wolfgang Puck, SW Steakhouse, Bazaar Meat
e Michelin-Star & Celebrity Chef Restaurants: Joel Robuchon, Nobu, Hell's Kitchen
¢ Hidden Gem Eateries: Secret Pizza, Tacos El Gordo, Lotus of Siam



Whiskey & Cigar Lounges: The Whisky Attic, Montecristo Cigar Bar, Delmonico's Whiskey Library
Mixology & Speakeasies: The Laundry Room, 1923 Prohibition Bar, Herbs & Rye

Budget Breakdown:

Luxury: Multi-course tasting menus, private whiskey tastings, wine pairings
Affordable: Happy hour deals, off-the-strip local spots, late-night street food

Pro Tips:

Make restaurant reservations in advance—high-end spots fill up quickly
Many top restaurants have chef's tables or off-menu specials—ask the server
Late-night food in Vegas is legendary—don't be afraid to explore post-club eats

The Budget Baller

For those who want to have an epic time without spending a fortune.

Key Activities & Highlights:

Happy Hour Deals & Free Drinks at Casinos

Guest List Entry for Nightclubs (Avoid cover charges)
Exploring Fremont Street's Cheaper Gambling & Bars
Playing Low-Minimum Tables & Using Casino Rewards
Finding Affordable All-You-Can-Eat Buffets & Cheap Eats

Budget Breakdown:

Luxury: Hotel upgrades using the "$20 trick," scoring comped meals from gambling
Affordable: Public transportation, casino rewards programs, free attractions

Pro Tips:

Sign up for players' cards at every casino—many offer free play or dining discounts
Drinks are free while gambling—stick to low-limit games and tip the waitress well
Fremont Street is way cheaper than the Strip—gambling, drinks, and even hotel stays

Vegas by Age Group

While Vegas caters to all adults, your experience can vary based on your age. Here's how to make the most of Sin
City based on your age group.

Ages 21-25: The Party Warriors

For those in their early 20s, Vegas is all about wild nightlife, budget-friendly adventures, and high-energy
experiences. This is the time to go hard, stay out late, and maximize fun without breaking the bank.

Best Activities:

Clubs & Pool Parties: Marquee, Omnia, XS, Wet Republic, Encore Beach Club

Bar Crawls & Cheap Drinks: Fremont Street, O'Sheas at The LINQ, Chandelier Bar at The Cosmopolitan
Gambling for Beginners: Low-limit blackjack, roulette, and $5 craps at off-Strip casinos

Late-Night Eats: Secret Pizza, Tacos El Gordo, In-N-Out on the Strip

Daytime Thrills: Ziplining at The LINQ, ATV rides in the desert, shooting ranges

Pro Tips:

Use guest lists for free entry to clubs—arrive early to avoid lines



¢ Drinks are free when gambling—play low-limit tables and tip the waitress well
o Take advantage of dayclub-to-nightclub packages to keep the party going

Ages 26-35: The High-End Experience Seekers

At this stage, visitors have more disposable income and want a mix of high-energy nightlife, upscale dining, and
exclusive experiences. If you've been to Vegas before, now you want to do it better, smarter, and with more
luxury.

Best Activities:
e High-End Clubs & Lounges: XS, Zouk, Jewel, Mayfair Supper Club, The Chandelier Bar

e Private Pool Cabanas: Encore Beach Club, Stadium Swim at Circa, Moorea Beach Club (Topless
Optional)

¢ Exclusive Dining Experiences: Tasting menus at Joel Robuchon, Carbone, or Bazaar Meat
e Luxury Accommodations: Sky Suites at Aria, The Wynn Tower Suites, NoMad at Park MGM

e VIP Gambling & Sportsbooks: High-limit blackjack at The Venetian, poker at The Bellagio, private
sportsbook lounges

Pro Tips:
¢ Book reservations in advance—hot spots fill up fast
e If you gamble, get a players' card—your play can earn you comps
e Use a VIP host or concierge to arrange clubs, dining, and special requests

o Upgrade your stay using the $20 trick—many hotel front desks will offer an upgrade if you slip them a
$20

Ages 36-45: The VIP & Experience Collector

By your late 30s and early 40s, you want a more refined Vegas experience. You're looking for VIP treatment,
high-limit gambling, and world-class dining, but still enjoy a good party.

Best Activities:
¢ High-End Lounges & Cocktail Bars: The Vault at Bellagio, Vesper Bar, SkyBar at Waldorf Astoria
¢ Premium Gambling Experiences: Private gaming lounges at The Wynn, Aria, Caesars Palace
e  Whiskey & Cigar Lounges: Montecristo Cigar Bar, Delilah at Wynn, The Whisky Attic
e Helicopter Rides & Golf: Night flights over the Strip, golf at Shadow Creek or Wynn Golf Club
e Top-Tier Dining: SW Steakhouse, Mizumi, e by José Andrés (an ultra-exclusive dining experience)

Pro Tips:
e SKkip the long lines at clubs—opt for table reservations or high-end cocktail lounges instead
e If you gamble big, talk to a casino host—you could get your room, food, and even flights comped

e Consider off-Strip experiences—high-end casinos like Red Rock Resort offer luxury without the Strip's
chaos

e Mix leisure and action—golf, spa days, or fine dining before an upscale night out

Ages 46+: The Refined Vegas Veteran

For those in their mid-40s and beyond, Vegas is about quality over quantity. If you've done the wild partying
before, you may now want top-tier treatment, fine dining, and a mix of luxury relaxation with exciting experiences.

Best Activities:
¢  World-Class Dining & Exclusive Chef's Tables (Joel Robuchon, Picasso, Nobu VIP Omakase)
e Private Gambling Rooms & VIP Lounges (The Mansion at MGM, The Salon at Wynn)



¢ Live Entertainment & Shows (Cirque du Soleil, Absinthe, exclusive music residencies)

e Luxury Spa & Wellness Treatments (Sahra Spa, Qua Baths at Caesars, Canyon Ranch at The Venetian)
e Cigar & Whiskey Tastings (Casa Fuente, The Barbershop at The Cosmopolitan)

e Adventure Without the Chaos (Private jet rentals, supercar driving, Grand Canyon helicopter tour)

Pro Tips:
e SKkip the tourist traps—focus on hidden gem restaurants and off-Strip luxury
e Gamble smart—stick to high-limit rooms where comps are better, and the experience is more personal
e Make entertainment reservations early—A-list shows sell out fast

¢ Book private experiences—many casinos offer personalized spa treatments, chef's tables, and curated
activities

The Hybrid Traveler

Most visitors aren't just one traveler type—they mix and match different experiences. The beauty of Vegas is that
you can customize your experience however you like.

Examples of Hybrid Traveler Styles:
1. Party Animal + High Roller: Clubbing hard at night, luxury pool cabana during the day
2. Adventurer + Budget Baller: Extreme activities during the day, cheap eats and happy hours at night
3. Foodie + High Roller: Fine dining in the evening, VIP lounges for post-dinner cocktails

No matter your style or age, Vegas offers something unique for every traveler. Whether you're partying in your
20s, living it up in luxury in your 30s, or enjoying a refined high-roller experience in your 40s and beyond, there's
always a way to make your Vegas trip unforgettable.

Find Your Vegas Traveler Type Quiz
Answer these questions and tally up your responses to discover your perfect Vegas experience.
1. What's your top priority in Vegas?
o A) Non-stop partying at clubs and pool parties
o B) VIP treatment, luxury dining, and exclusive experiences
o C) Thrill-seeking activities like skydiving, racing, and shooting ranges (&}
o D) Gambling, whiskey tastings, and fine cigars @
o E) Stretching my budget while still having an epic time &
2. What's your ideal Vegas nightlife experience?
o A) Dancing until sunrise at Omnia or XS &
o B) A VIP booth at a club with bottle service §Q
o C) A rooftop lounge or speakeasy for craft cocktails &
o D) A private high-limit poker game or cigar lounge @
o E) Finding the best happy hour deals 7
3. Where would you rather stay?
o A) Anywhere near the hottest clubs (The Cosmopolitan, Resorts World) [Z]
o B) A high-end suite with Strip views (Wynn, Aria Sky Suites) E
o C) A stylish but chill resort near outdoor activities (Red Rock Resort, Virgin Hotels) £\

o D) A luxury classic like Caesars Palace or The Venetian for the casino vibes
o E) The best deal I can find—budget-friendly but fun (The LINQ, Flamingo, or Downtown Vegas)
=



4. How do you like to spend your days?
o A) Recovering from the night before at a pool party @
o B) Shopping at high-end stores and dining at Michelin-starred restaurants [3
o () Driving exotic cars, skydiving, or off-roading ey
o D) Placing sports bets and sipping whiskey at a VIP sportsbook &3
o E) Checking out free attractions, cheap eats, and low-limit gambling
5. What's your gambling style?
o A)Ionly gamble a little—Vegas is more about partying for me S
o B)Ilike high-limit games where the drinks are top-shelf ®
o C)I'l play poker, but I'm more interested in experiences R
o D) I'm here for the gambling—I want a comped suite and a VIP host
o E) Low-stakes blackjack and penny slots—I'm here for the fun
6. Who are you traveling with?
o A) A wild group of friends ready to rage g7
o B) A tight-knit group of successful professionals §&
o C) A few adrenaline junkies looking for action §2
o D) Myself or a couple of close friends who know how to play the game
o E) My buddies who want to have a blast without spending too much B3

Results: What Type of Vegas Traveler Are You?

e Mostly A's— The Party Animal § & You're here for the ultimate party experience—nightclubs, pool
parties, bar crawls, and VIP events. Expect little sleep and lots of wild memories. Must-visit spots: Omnia,
XS, Marquee, Wet Republic.

e Mostly B's — The High Roller §? @ You want the VIP treatment—Iluxury hotels, private tables, fine
dining, and exclusive access. You'll be staying in the best suites and enjoying top-tier service. Must-visit
spots: Aria Sky Suites, Joel Robuchon, high-limit gambling at The Wynn.

e Mostly C's — The Adventurer T& g You're all about thrill-seeking and unique experiences—exotic car
racing, skydiving, shooting ranges, and helicopter rides over the Strip. Must-visit spots: Exotics Racing,
Red Rock Canyon, Battlefield Vegas.

e Mostly D's — The Sophisticated Gambler (3] (J You prefer a refined, classic Vegas experience—whiskey
tastings, cigar lounges, high-limit poker, and fine dining. Must-visit spots: The Mansion at MGM, Casa
Fuente, The Whisky Attic.

e Mostly E's— The Budget Baller & You want to maximize your Vegas experience without
overspending. You'll find happy hours, guest list entry to clubs, and the best gambling deals. Must-visit
spots: Fremont Street, The LINQ, Ellis Island Casino for cheap drinks & good gambling odds.

How to Plan Based on Your Traveler Type

¢ Solo Travelers: The best options for meeting people and maximizing fun alone.
¢ Group Travelers: How to organize trips efficiently without conflicts.
e Weekend vs. Weeklong: How to structure your trip for a short vs. extended stay.

No matter your style or age, Vegas offers something unique for every traveler. Whether you're partying in your 20s,
living it up in luxury in your 30s, or enjoying a refined high-roller experience in your 40s and beyond, there's always
a way to make your Vegas trip unforgettable. ) Want the best of both worlds? Mix and match different experiences
based on your personality and budget. The key to an amazing Vegas trip is knowing what you want and planning
accordingly.



## Gambling & Casinos

- The first casino license in Las Vegas was issued to the Northern Club in 1931, the same year Nevada
legalized gambling.

- The average Las Vegas visitor gambles for 4 hours per day.

- The largest slot machine jackpot in history was won in Las Vegas at the Excalibur Hotel & Casino — $39.7
million from a $100 investment.

- Blackjack (Twenty-One) is the most popular casino table game in Las Vegas.

- Nevada gaming regulations require casinos to keep at least $20,000 available in cash at all times.

- Casino chips are considered legal currency only within the casino that issues them.

- The mobster Bugsy Siegel opened the Flamingo Hotel in 1946, which is considered the first luxury hotel
on the Strip.

- Las Vegas casinos don't have clocks on the gambling floor to help players lose track of time.

- Most Las Vegas casinos pump extra oxygen onto the gaming floor to keep players awake and alert (this is
actually a myth — fire codes and regulations prevent this practice).

- The odds of hitting a royal flush in poker are 1 in 649,740.



Chapter 3
The Vegas Nightlife Scene

Las Vegas truly comes alive after dark, offering world-class entertainment options that cater to every taste and
budget. From star-studded nightclubs to exclusive pool parties and late-night adventures, this chapter breaks down
everything you need to know to navigate Vegas after hours. Whether you're planning a bachelor party, a guys'
weekend, or just looking to experience the legendary Vegas nightlife, consider this your essential guide.

Top-Tier Nightclubs

Las Vegas houses some of the most iconic nightclubs in the world, featuring celebrity DJs, stunning production,
and an atmosphere unlike anywhere else. Here's where to experience the best of Vegas nightlife:

Omnia Nightclub (Caesars Palace)

e Signature DJs: Calvin Harris, Martin Garrix, Steve Aoki

e What Makes It Special: The showstopping kinetic chandelier that moves to the music, creating a
mesmerizing light show above the main dance floor

e Layout: Multi-level experience with a main room featuring EDM, a hip-hop room, and a stunning rooftop
terrace overlooking the Strip

e Best Night to Go: Friday and Saturday for headlining DJs
Pro Tip: Arrive before midnight to avoid the longest lines, even with guest list or ticket entry.

XS Nightclub (Encore at Wynn)

¢ Signature DJs: The Chainsmokers, Diplo, Marshmello

e What Makes It Special: The gold-accented decor and seamless indoor/outdoor design that incorporates
the Encore pool

e Layout: Elegant indoor club that opens to an expansive outdoor pool area with cabanas
e Best Night to Go: Sunday for their legendary "NightSwim" parties during summer
Pro Tip: In summer, bring swimwear for NightSwim events where you can actually party in the pool.

Zouk Nightclub (Resorts World)

e Signature DJs: Tiésto, Zedd, DJ Snake

e What Makes It Special: The newest mega-club on the Strip featuring state-of-the-art technology and
immersive experiences

¢ Layout: Futuristic design with multiple rooms, including the main Zouk space and Capital Bar for hip-hop
o Best Night to Go: Saturday for the full Zouk experience with headlining talent
Pro Tip: Check out their sister venue Ayu Dayclub for a continuation of the party during daylight hours.

Hakkasan Nightclub (MGM Grand)

e Signature DJs: Lil Jon, Steve Aoki, Illenium

¢ What Makes It Special: Five-level club with distinct environments ranging from the high-energy main
room to more relaxed lounges

e Layout: Multiple dance floors, VIP areas, and a separate Ling Ling Club featuring hip-hop and open-format
music

¢ Best Night to Go: Thursday through Saturday for top DJ talent



Pro Tip: The Ling Ling Club on the third floor offers a great alternative when the main floor gets too crowded.

Marquee Nightclub (The Cosmopolitan)

e Signature DJs: Pauly D, Fisher, Cash Cash

¢  What Makes It Special: The 40-foot LED screen behind the DJ booth and a retractable roof for year-round
indoor/outdoor partying

e Layout: Main room with a grand dance floor, the more intimate Library room, and an outdoor dayclub that
transforms at night

¢ Best Night to Go: Monday for industry night if you're looking for a good industry crowd
Pro Tip: Get there early to experience the Dayclub-to-Nightclub transition during summer months.

Upscale Gentlemen's Clubs

Las Vegas is renowned for its luxury gentlemen's clubs, offering high-end entertainment in sophisticated settings.
Here are the premier venues:

Sapphire Las Vegas
e Why It's Top-Rated: The largest gentlemen's club in the world at 70,000 square feet with over 400
entertainers nightly
e Special Features: Multiple stages, skyboxes, VIP rooms, and the Sapphire Pool & Dayclub in summer
e Best For: Large groups looking for the ultimate bachelor party experience
e Location: Just off the Strip on Sammy Davis Jr. Drive
Pro Tip: Their famous "Men's Club Package" includes limo transportation, admission, and drink vouchers.

Spearmint Rhino

e  Why It's Top-Rated: Known for their high-quality entertainment and upscale ambiance
e Special Features: Private VIP rooms, champagne lounges, and top-tier bottle service
e Best For: A more intimate, upscale experience with excellent customer service
e Location: Just off the Strip on Highland Drive
Pro Tip: Ask about their dinner packages—they often partner with nearby restaurants for special deals.

Crazy Horse 3

e  Why It's Top-Rated: Convenient location, modern design, and late operating hours
¢ Special Features: Free limo service, private suites, and a full-service bar with premium spirits
e Best For: Late-night entertainment after the clubs close
e Location: Close to the Strip and Allegiant Stadium
Pro Tip: Download their app for free entry and transportation services directly from your hotel.

Treasures

e  Why It's Top-Rated: Combines a high-end gentlemen's club with an award-winning steakhouse
e Special Features: Two-story club, private champagne rooms, and fine dining options
¢ Best For: Starting with an excellent dinner before transitioning to entertainment
e Location: Just west of the Strip on Industrial Road
Pro Tip: Make a dinner reservation at their steakhouse for a complete evening experience.

Hustler Club
e  Why It's Top-Rated: Multi-level club with a rooftop deck offering skyline views

10



e Special Features: Six full-service bars, three stages, and a VIP floor with private suites
e Best For: Groups wanting variety and a legendary brand experience
e Location: Just off the Strip on Dean Martin Drive

Pro Tip: Check out their rooftop during good weather for a unique Vegas nightlife perspective.

Dayclubs & Pool Parties

In Vegas, the party doesn't wait for nightfall. These daytime pool parties feature world-class DJs and a high-energy
atmosphere under the desert sun:

Encore Beach Club (Wynn)

e Signature DJs: Kygo, David Guetta, The Chainsmokers

e  What Makes It Special: One of the most luxurious pool club environments with palm trees, cabanas, and
bungalows with private pools

e Vibe: Upscale crowd, high-energy party atmosphere, European-style (topless optional) sunbathing areas
e Operating Season: March through October, Thursday-Sunday
Pro Tip: Lily pads (in-water daybeds) offer a unique experience but book up months in advance.

Wet Republic (MGM Grand)

e Signature DJs: Tiésto, Martin Garrix, Steve Aoki

e  What Makes It Special: The "Ultra Pool" concept with saltwater pools, massive LED screens, and a high-
tech sound system

e Vibe: Young, energetic crowd, spring break atmosphere year-round
e Operating Season: March through September, Thursday-Monday
Pro Tip: The Salt Water Lounge area offers a semi-private pool experience for groups without the full cabana price.

Drai'’s Beachclub (The Cromwell)

¢ Signature DJs: Hip-hop and EDM artists like 50 Cent and Lil Wayne
¢  What Makes It Special: Perched 11 stories above the Strip with panoramic views of Las Vegas
e Vibe: Hip-hop focused, celebrity sightings, high-fashion crowd
e Operating Season: March through October, Friday-Sunday
Pro Tip: Their "Swim Night" series on Sundays offers nighttime pool partying with stunning Strip views.

Marquee Dayclub (The Cosmopolitan)

e Signature DJs: Pauly D, Fisher, Claude VonStroke
¢ What Makes It Special: Two-story cabanas with private hot tubs and a more intimate pool setting
e Vibe: Sophisticated party crowd, great for smaller groups and couples
e Operating Season: March through October, Friday-Sunday
Pro Tip: The "Dayclub Dome" transforms this venue into a climate-controlled pool club during winter months.

Tao Beach (The Venetian)

e Signature DJs: Alesso, Odesza, Afrojack
e  What Makes It Special: Asian-inspired decor, exotic atmosphere, and a more manageable size
e Vibe: Trendy crowd, slightly older demographic, balance of relaxation and partying
¢ Operating Season: March through October, Thursday-Sunday
Pro Tip: Tao Beach connects with Tao Nightclub, making it perfect for a day-to-night party experience.
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After-Hours Clubs
When regular nightclubs close at 4 AM, these after-hours spots keep the party going until sunrise and beyond:

Drai's After Hours (The Cromwell)

e Hours: 3 AM - 10 AM (Thursday-Sunday)
e Music: Underground house and hip-hop across multiple rooms

e  What Makes It Special: The original and most famous after-hours club in Vegas, operating for over 25
years

e Vibe: Dark, intimate, underground party feel with serious club-goers
Pro Tip: Enter through the underground parking garage entrance after hours for quicker access.

XS Encore Beach After Dark

e Hours: 10:30 PM - 4 AM, with after-hours events until dawn on special weekends
e  Music: Top-tier DJs continuing from the main XS night
e  What Makes It Special: The unique opportunity to party in and around the pool area at night
e Vibe: High-energy crowd that isn't ready for the night to end
Pro Tip: Check their schedule as these events are typically on holiday weekends and special occasions.

Terrace Afterhours
e Hours: 3 AM - Noon (Saturday/Sunday)
e Music: Deep house, techno, and underground electronic music
e  What Makes It Special: Located away from the Strip with a dedicated electronic music following
e Vibe: Serious music lovers, industry professionals, and a more local crowd
Pro Tip: This is where casino and club staff go after their shifts—a true locals' favorite.

Spearmint Rhino After-Hours

¢ Hours: Open 24 hours
e Entertainment: Transitions from traditional gentlemen's club to after-hours party spot
e  What Makes It Special: Combines adult entertainment with late-night party atmosphere
e Vibe: Mix of nightlife enthusiasts and those seeking adult entertainment
Pro Tip: Their 6 AM - 9 AM breakfast special includes food and drink discounts.

Late-Night Activities

Beyond clubs and adult entertainment, Vegas offers plenty of options for late-night adventures:

Secret Pizza (The Cosmopolitan)

e  Why Go: Hidden down an unmarked hallway, this NY-style pizza joint serves delicious slices until the
early morning

e Hours: Open until 4 AM weekdays, 5 AM weekends
e  What to Order: The classic pepperoni or white pie
e Vibe: Casual, no-frills pizza counter with limited seating
Pro Tip: Look for the hallway with album covers on the walls—there's no sign for this hidden gem.

Tacos El Gordo (Multiple Locations)
e  Why Go: Authentic Tijuana-style tacos with locations near the Strip
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e Hours: Open until 2 AM weekdays, 4 AM weekends
e  What to Order: Adobada (marinated pork) tacos and the carne asada fries
e Vibe: Fast-casual counter service with authentic Mexican flavors
Pro Tip: The location on Las Vegas Blvd is closest to major hotels but often has the longest lines.

Casino Gambling (Anywhere on the Strip)

e  Why Go: 24/7 action at tables and slot machines when other venues close down
o Best Late-Night Casinos: Caesars Palace, Bellagio, and Wynn maintain energy all night
¢ Games with the Best Action: Craps tables and poker rooms stay lively into the early morning
e Vibe: A mix of serious gamblers, nightlife spillover, and true night owls
Pro Tip: The poker rooms at Aria and Bellagio have the best late-night/early-morning action.

Omega Mart (Area 15)

¢  Why Go: An immersive art experience disguised as a supermarket with trippy, interactive exhibits
e Hours: Open until midnight (Thursday-Monday)
e What to Expect: Mind-bending art installations, secret passages, and surreal environments
e Vibe: Psychedelic, mysterious, and perfect for keeping the night interesting
Pro Tip: While not open extremely late, it's an excellent pre-club or mid-evening activity.

Ride the High Roller (The LINQ)

e  Why Go: The world's tallest observation wheel with optional "Happy Half Hour" open bar cabins
e Hours: Open until 2 AM (midnight on Sundays)
e  What to Expect: 30-minute ride with spectacular views of the illuminated Strip
e Vibe: Fun, relaxed, and a good break from the club scene
Pro Tip: Book the Happy Half Hour option for unlimited drinks during your rotation.

Essential Nightlife Tips

Maximize your Vegas nightlife experience with these insider recommendations:
VIP Access & Reservations
¢ Book Tables Early: Prime tables at top clubs should be reserved 2-4 weeks in advance
e Bottle Service Minimums: Expect $1,500-$3,000 minimum spends for prime locations on weekends
e Guest Lists: Join free guest lists through promoters or apps like Discotech for women and even ratio groups
e Arrival Times: With a table, arrive by 11:30 PM; for guest list, before 11 PM
Pro Tip: Split table costs among your group—the VIP experience and line-skipping privileges are worth it.
Dress Codes & Etiquette

e For Men: Collared shirt or stylish t-shirt, nice jeans or slacks, clean closed-toe shoes (no sneakers at
upscale clubs)

¢ For Women: Cocktail attire, dresses, stylish separates, heels or fashionable flats

e Absolute No-Nos: Athletic wear, sandals/flip flops, hats, excessively baggy clothing

e Club Conduct: Be respectful of staff and other guests; excessive intoxication may result in removal
Pro Tip: When in doubt, dress up rather than down—doormen have full discretion on entry.
Budget Planning

e Cover Charges: $20-50 for men, often free for women (higher for special events/DJs)

e Drinks: $15-25 for cocktails, $50-75 for premium liquor, $500-1,000 for bottle service

e Transportation: Budget $15-30 per Uber/Lyft ride between venues
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Food: Set aside $20-40 for late-night eats

Pro Tip: Many hotel concierges offer special passes or discounts for nightlife venues—always ask.
Safety & Logistics

Stay Hydrated: The desert climate and alcohol are a dangerous combination

Pace Yourself: Vegas is a marathon, not a sprint—especially for multi-day trips
Buddy System: Always keep track of your group members

Transport Planning: Save ride-share pickup locations at each venue in your phone
Secure Valuables: Only bring essentials to clubs; use hotel safes for valuables

Pro Tip: Most clubs now offer phone charging stations or portable chargers for rent.

Las Vegas nightlife is an essential part of the Sin City experience. Whether you're dancing until dawn at a mega-
club, enjoying poolside vibes at a dayclub, or exploring after-hours options, this guide will help you navigate the
best of what Vegas has to offer after dark. In the next chapter, we'll explore the world-class dining scene that fuels
these legendary nights out.

## History & Origins
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Las Vegas means "The Meadows" in Spanish, named by Spanish explorers who found spring-fed grasses
in the desert area.

Las Vegas was founded as a city on May 15, 1905, when 110 acres of land were auctioned off.

Before becoming famous for gambling and entertainment, Las Vegas was a popular railroad rest stop
between Los Angeles and Salt Lake City.

The Hoover Dam, completed in 1935, brought thousands of workers to the area and helped Las Vegas
grow.

The El Rancho Vegas, opened in 1941, was the first resort on what would become the Las Vegas Strip.
The iconic "Welcome to Fabulous Las Vegas" sign was created in 1959 by Betty Willis and never
copyrighted as she considered it her gift to the city.

From 1951 to 1962, atomic bombs were tested just 65 miles northwest of Las Vegas. Casinos would host
"atom bomb parties" where guests could watch the mushroom clouds from the rooftops.

Howard Hughes stayed at the Desert Inn in 1966, and when asked to leave, he simply bought the hotel.
He went on to purchase numerous Las Vegas properties.

Las Vegas was one of the fastest-growing U.S. cities in the 20th century, with the population increasing
by 85% between 1990 and 2000.



Chapter 4

Las Vegas Casino Guide

Whether you're a seasoned gambler or just looking to experience the thrill of placing a few bets, Las Vegas offers
the world's most impressive collection of casinos. From opulent high-limit salons to lively sportsbooks and
refreshing pool scenes, this chapter breaks down everything you need to know about Vegas gaming, VIP
experiences, and casino perks to maximize your time at the tables.

Strip Casinos: The Icons of Las Vegas Boulevard

The famous Las Vegas Strip houses the city's most iconic casino resorts, each offering unique experiences and
atmospheres.

Bellagio

Address: 3600 S Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89109
Phone: (702) 693-7111
Website: bellagio.mgmresorts.com

The Experience: Bellagio defines luxury with its iconic dancing fountains and upscale gaming floors. The casino
exudes European elegance with high ceilings, floral displays, and attentive service.

Gaming Highlights:
e 2,300+ slot machines
e 150+ table games
e 40-table poker room featuring the legendary "Legends Room" (formerly Bobby's Room)
e High-limit salon with table limits up to $10,000+

VIP Experience: The Chairman's Lounge offers private gaming salons with some of the highest limits on the Strip,
featuring private butler service and exclusive dining options.

Sportsbook: The BetMGM Sportsbook features a 5,600 sq ft viewing area with 99 comfortable seats, multiple 4K
displays, and a sophisticated betting atmosphere.

Pro Tip: The Bellagio poker room offers the highest stakes games in town. Even if you don't play at those levels,
it's worth walking by to potentially spot poker celebrities.

Wynn Las Vegas & Encore

Address: 3131 Las Vegas Blvd S, Las Vegas, NV 89109
Phone: (702) 770-7000
Website: wynnlasvegas.com

The Experience: The Wynn properties set the standard for modern luxury with sunlit, floral-filled spaces and
impeccable service. The casino floor features natural light—a rarity in Vegas.

Gaming Highlights:

e 1,800+ slot machines

e 180+ table games

e High-limit baccarat and blackjack tables with limits up to $50,000+

e Stylish poker room with comfortable seating
VIP Experience: The ultra-exclusive Sky Casino on the 63rd floor of Encore offers invitation-only gaming with
panoramic views and the highest levels of personalized service.
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Sportsbook: Features a 1,600 sq ft wraparound LED screen and intimate VIP booths with private TVs in a
sophisticated setting.

Pro Tip: The Wynn's high-limit slot area is one of the most comfortable in Vegas, with attentive service and an
excellent selection of high-denomination games.

ARIA Resort & Casino

Address: 3730 Las Vegas Blvd S, Las Vegas, NV 89158
Phone: (702) 590-7111
Website: aria.mgmresorts.com

The Experience: ARIA offers a modern, technologically advanced casino experience with sleek design and
contemporary luxury touches throughout.

Gaming Highlights:
e 1,900+ slot machines
e 145+ table games
e Progressive jackpot exclusives
e Modern poker room with 24 tables

VIP Experience: Salon Privé high-limit lounge offers exclusive gaming with dedicated staff and the ability to order
from any resort restaurant directly to your table.

Sportsbook: A 10,000 sq ft space with wraparound LED screens, dedicated betting windows, and comfortable VIP
areas.

Pro Tip: ARIA has some of the best video poker pay tables on the Strip—savvy gamblers should check out their
high-limit video poker machines.

The Venetian Resort Las Vegas

Address: 3355 Las Vegas Blvd S, Las Vegas, NV 89109
Phone: (702) 414-1000
Website: venetianlasvegas.com

The Experience: This Italian-themed luxury resort features elaborate Renaissance décor, frescoed ceilings, and one
of the largest casino floors on the Strip.

Gaming Highlights:
e 1,700+ slot machines
e 200+ table games
e 59-table poker room—one of the largest in Vegas
e High-limit "Prestige Baccarat" area catering to Asian high rollers

VIP Experience: The Paiza Club offers an exclusive Asian-themed gaming environment for high rollers with
private dining, concierge, and a separate entrance.

Sportsbook: Over 10,000 sq ft with 118 personal viewing monitors and an impressive 10' x 100' LED screen.

Pro Tip: The Venetian's poker room often has the largest selection of games and stakes on the Strip, making it ideal
for poker players of all levels.

Other Notable Strip Properties

¢  MGM Grand: One of the largest casinos with 2,500+ slots and the exclusive "Mansion" for high rollers
e Caesars Palace: Roman-themed icon with multiple gaming areas and the famous Race & Sports Book
e Cosmopolitan: Modern, boutique casino experience with a young, upscale clientele

e Resorts World: The newest mega-resort featuring cutting-edge technology and three distinct hotel
experiences
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Downtown Casinos: Old Vegas Charm

Downtown Las Vegas offers a more intimate, value-oriented gaming experience with classic Vegas atmosphere and
better odds.

Golden Nugget

Address: 129 E Fremont St, Las Vegas, NV 89101
Phone: (702) 385-7111
Website: goldennugget.com/las-vegas

The Experience: Downtown's premier casino combines old Vegas charm with modern amenities, including a shark
tank swimming pool and upscale restaurants.

Gaming Highlights:
e 1,400+ slot machines
e 90+ table games
e High-limit gaming area
¢ Tournament poker room

VIP Experience: The Chairman's Club offers exclusive gaming salons and dedicated staff in a more intimate setting
than Strip equivalents.

Pro Tip: Table minimums are typically lower here than on the Strip, with many 35-10 tables even on weekends.

Circa Resort & Casino

Address: 8 E Fremont St, Las Vegas, NV 89101
Phone: (702) 247-2258
Website: circalasvegas.com

The Experience: Downtown's newest adults-only casino combines vintage Vegas vibes with modern amenities and
technology.

Gaming Highlights:
e 1,350+ slot machines
e 55+ table games
e High-limit gaming salon
e Vegas Vickie (restored neon cowgirl) as centerpiece

Sportsbook: The world's largest sportsbook spans three stories with a 78-million-pixel screen and stadium-style
seating for 1,000 people—a must-visit for sports enthusiasts.

Pro Tip: Stadium Swim at Circa is the ultimate combination of pool party and sportsbook, with a massive outdoor
screen visible from multiple heated pools—open 365 days a year.

Other Downtown Highlights

e The D Las Vegas: Two-level casino with modern games downstairs and vintage mechanical slots upstairs
e Downtown Grand: Modern property with intimate gaming floor and boutique atmosphere
e Plaza Hotel & Casino: Historic downtown property with recently renovated casino floor

Off-Strip & Local Casinos

Venturing beyond the tourist corridors offers better odds, lower minimums, and a more authentic Vegas experience.

Red Rock Casino Resort & Spa

Address: 11011 W Charleston Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89135
Phone: (702) 797-7777
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Website: redrock.sclv.com

The Experience: Luxury local casino in Summerlin with upscale amenities, mountain views, and a relaxed
atmosphere away from Strip crowds.

Gaming Highlights:
e 2,700+ slot machines
e 60+ table games
e Tournament-level poker room
e Better odds than Strip casinos

Sportsbook: Features 206 seats, a spectacular 13'x 215" wraparound video wall, and VIP booths with personalized
service.

Pro Tip: Red Rock offers some of the best video poker payback percentages in Vegas, making it a favorite among
locals who know where the best odds are.

Other Notable Local Properties

¢ Green Valley Ranch: Mediterranean-themed luxury casino in Henderson

¢ South Point: Local favorite at the south end of the Strip with generous gaming and a 24-hour poker room
e M Resort: Luxury casino with spectacular Strip and mountain views

e Orleans: New Orleans-themed casino popular with locals for its bowling center and movie theater

Elite Sportsbooks: Vegas' Sports Betting Palaces

Las Vegas sportsbooks have evolved from simple betting windows to immersive entertainment venues with massive
screens, luxury seating, and full-service bars.

Circa Sports Book

Location: Circa Resort & Casino (Downtown)

The Experience: The world's largest sportsbook spans three stories with a 78-million-pixel screen and enough
seating for 1,000 fans.

VIP Offerings: Private viewing boxes for 10-25 guests featuring couches, TVs, and dedicated servers.

Unique Features: Stadium Swim allows guests to watch games from six temperature-controlled pools and place
bets via the Circa Sports app.

Pro Tip: Book viewing boxes several weeks in advance for major sporting events like NFL Sundays and March
Madness.

Westgate SuperBook

Location: Westgate Las Vegas Resort & Casino

The Experience: A legendary 30,000 square foot facility with a 220-foot video wall, 350+ stadium seats, and a
100-foot LED scoreboard.

Unique Features: Hosts the world-famous SuperContest football handicapping competition, which attracts
professional bettors from around the world.

Pro Tip: The SuperBook offers some of the best prop bets in town, especially for the Super Bowl.

BetMGM Sportsbook at Bellagio

Location: Bellagio

The Experience: Luxurious venue that blends sports betting with the elegant Bellagio experience, featuring
multiple viewing areas and private lounge seating.

Unique Features: Seamlessly integrated with the BetMGM mobile app for easy betting while watching the action.

Pro Tip: This is a great spot for watching horse racing in a more upscale environment than most sportsbooks.
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VIP Lounges & Players Clubs: Earning Casino Perks

Casino loyalty programs offer valuable rewards for your play, from complimentary drinks to suite upgrades and
beyond.

Caesars Rewards

Casinos: Caesars Palace, Paris, Flamingo, Harrah's, LINQ, Planet Hollywood, Cromwell, Horseshoe
Elite Tiers: Seven Stars (invitation only), Diamond, and Platinum
Top Benefits:

e  Waived resort fees (Diamond-+)

e Priority restaurant and entertainment seating

e Access to exclusive lounges like Laurel Lounge at Caesars Palace

e Complimentary stays based on play

Pro Tip: Diamond status can be earned through a status match with certain hotel or casino programs, potentially
saving hundreds in resort fees.

MGM Rewards

Casinos: Bellagio, ARIA, MGM Grand, Mandalay Bay, Park MGM, Excalibur, Luxor, New York-New York
Elite Tiers: NOIR (invitation only), Platinum, Gold, and Pearl
Top Benefits:

e Waived resort fees for top tiers

e Dedicated line service

¢ Complimentary valet and self-parking

e Room upgrades and VIP check-in

Pro Tip: MGM offers reciprocal benefits with Hyatt hotels, so Hyatt elite members can get MGM status without
casino play.

Other Major Programs
e  Wynn Rewards: Exclusive to Wynn and Encore properties

¢ Venetian/Palazzo Grazie Rewards: Focused on these sister properties
e Station Casinos Boarding Pass: Covers all local Station properties like Red Rock and Green Valley Ranch

High Roller Experiences: Ultimate Luxury Gaming

For those with substantial bankrolls, Las Vegas offers some of the most exclusive gaming environments in the
world.

Salon Privé (ARIA Resort & Casino)

Overview: Exclusive high-limit salon featuring baccarat, blackjack, and roulette in a sophisticated atmosphere.
Table Limits: $1,000 to $300,000

Amenities: Private butlers, tableside dining from any resort restaurant, and dedicated casino host services.
Access Requirements: Typically requires $500,000+ credit line or cash deposit.

The Mansions (MGM Grand)

Overview: Ultra-exclusive villas for high rollers with private gaming salons—arguably the most exclusive casino
experience in Las Vegas.

Table Limits: $5,000 to $500,000

Amenities: Private chefs, butlers, pools, and direct casino access wit
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Access Requirements: By invitation only, typically requires $1,000,000+ credit line.

Bobby's Room/Legends Room (Bellagio)

tal privacy.Overview: Legendary high-stakes poker room within Bellagio's poker room, where the world's best
players compete.

Table Limits: No-limit games typically have blinds of $400/$800 to $2,000/$4,000.

Amenities: Private entrance, tableside dining, and security.

Access Requirements: Open to all players with sufficient bankroll, typically $50,000+ buy-in.

Pro Tip: While most ultra-high-limit areas require invitation or connections, many casinos have public high-limit
rooms with excellent service and $100-500 minimums that recreational players can access.

Casino Pool Scene: Gaming Meets Relaxation

Vegas pools have evolved into major attractions, from relaxing oases to energetic dayclubs.

Year-Round Heated Pools
These resorts keep pools open and heated (around 80°F) during winter months:
1. Bellagio
2. The Venetian & The Palazzo
3. Wynn & Encore
4. Circa (Downtown) — Stadium Swim is open 365 days a year
5. The Cosmopolitan — Chelsea Pool
6. Resorts World

Pro Tip: If visiting November-February, confirm which pools will be operational before booking if pool time is
important to you.

Top Dayclubs & Party Pools (March-September)

These high-energy pools feature DJs, cabanas, and VIP bottle service:
1. Encore Beach Club (Wynn) — Luxury meets EDM party scene
2. Wet Republic (MGM Grand) — Top electronic music dayclub
3. Marquee Dayclub (Cosmopolitan) — Trendy crowd with rooftop views
4. Drai's Beachclub (The Cromwell) — Best hip-hop pool party

Pro Tip: For popular dayclubs, book cabanas 3-4 weeks in advance for weekends. For free entry, use guest list
services or arrive very early.

Family-Friendly & Relaxation Pools

For a quieter experience or when traveling with kids:
1. Mandalay Bay Beach — 11-acre complex with wave pool and lazy river
2. MGM Grand Pool Complex — Multiple pools with lazy river
3. The Mirage Pool — Tropical lagoon-style pool
4. Red Rock Casino Pool (Off-Strip) — Relaxed atmosphere with mountain views

The Free Drink Guide: Maximizing Complimentary Beverages

One of Vegas's best perks is complimentary drinks while gambling. Here's how to navigate the system:
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Strip Casino Policies

Luxury Properties (Bellagio, Wynn, Venetian):

e Minimum Bets:
o Slots: No minimum, but drink monitoring systems track play
o Video Poker: $1 per hand typically required
o Table Games: $25+ minimum

e Service Frequency: Every 15-20 minutes with active play

e Premium Spirits: Available, better options in high-limit areas

e Monitoring: Yes, light indicators on machines track play

Mid-Range Properties (MGM Grand, Paris):
e Minimum Bets:
o Video Poker: 50¢ per hand
o Table Games: $15 minimum
e Service Frequency: Every 20-25 minutes
e Premium Spirits: Limited availability outside high-limit areas

Budget Properties (Excalibur, Luxor):
e Lower minimums but stricter monitoring
e Basic spirits only in main casino
o Slower service intervals

Downtown & Off-Strip Policies

Downtown Casinos (Circa, Golden Nugget):
e Less restrictive monitoring
e Better service frequency
¢ Lower minimums for video poker and table games

e More generous overall drink policies

Local Casinos (Red Rock, Green Valley Ranch):
e Local-friendly service
¢ Reasonable minimums
o Regular service intervals

Pro Tips for Complimentary Drinks:
o Always tip servers $1-2 per drink for better service
e Use your player's card at all times
e Maintain steady play while waiting for drinks
e Stay at one machine/table rather than moving around
¢ Be patient and polite to servers

Final Casino Tips

Best Odds in Vegas

e Video Poker: Look for "full-pay" machines (9/6 Jacks or Better), common at locals casinos

e Craps: Pass/Don't Pass with odds bets have house edge under 1.5%
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Blackjack: Find 3:2 payout tables with favorable rules, more common downtown and off-Strip
Baccarat: Commission Banker bet has just 1.06% house edge

When to Play

Weekday mornings: Lowest minimums, more table access

Late-night (after 2 AM): Often lower minimums as crowds thin
Avoid: Friday/Saturday nights on the Strip (highest minimums)

Special events: Major conventions and holidays bring higher minimums

Casino Etiquette

Tipping dealers: Standard is $5 per hour or 5% of winnings

Cocktail servers: $1-2 per drink

Table manners: Never touch chips once bets are placed

Photography: Generally allowed on casino floor, but never while playing

Whether you're looking to place a small bet or experience the pinnacle of high-roller treatment, Las Vegas offers
gaming experiences at every level. Remember that casinos are designed to be entertaining—set a budget you're
comfortable losing, focus on the entertainment value, and any winning sessions are a bonus to an already spectacular
Vegas experience.

## Entertainment & Attractions
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More than 39 million people visit Las Vegas each year.

There are more than 300 weddings per day in Las Vegas — that's over 100,000 weddings annually.
The Cirque du Soleil show "O" at the Bellagio features a 1.5-million-gallon pool as its stage.
Elvis Presley performed 837 consecutive sold-out shows in Las Vegas from 1969 to 1976.

Las Vegas has more than 15,000 miles of neon tubing on the Strip and downtown — though most has now
been replaced with LED lighting.

The High Roller at The LINQ is the world's tallest observation wheel at 550 feet high.

There are an estimated 1,000 Elvis impersonators working in Las Vegas at any given time.

The MGM Grand's lion habitat featured actual lions until 2012, when it was closed permanently.
Las Vegas hosts approximately 22,000 conventions annually.

The Fremont Street Experience canopy is 1,500 feet long and features 12.5 million LED lights.



Chapter 5
Adrenaline and Beyond - Vegas Oft

the Casino Floor

While Las Vegas is world-famous for its casinos, the city offers an incredible array of heart-pounding adventures
and unique experiences beyond the gaming floor. From racing exotic supercars and firing military-grade weapons
to soaring over the Strip and exploring the surrounding desert, Vegas has evolved into an adult playground catering
to virtually every interest and thrill level. This chapter breaks down the best non-gambling activities to add
excitement, adventure, and memorable experiences to your Vegas trip.

High-Octane Racing & Driving Experiences

Las Vegas offers unparalleled opportunities to get behind the wheel of vehicles most people only dream of driving.

Exotic Car Racing

Exotics Racing
Location: 7065 Speedway Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89115
Price Range: $299-$699+

Experience: Drive supercars including Ferrari, Lamborghini, Porsche, and McLaren on a professional racetrack
with expert instruction. Their 1.2-mile track features seven turns and a 1,800-foot straightaway.

SpeedVegas
Location: 14200 S Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89054
Price Range: $249-$599+

Experience: A 1.5-mile racetrack with 12 turns and a half-mile straightaway, featuring top exotic cars and drift
experiences with professional racing instructors.

Dream Racing
Location: 7000 Las Vegas Blvd N, Las Vegas, NV 89115 (Las Vegas Motor Speedway)
Price Range: $179-$799+

Experience: Ferrari racing school experience with state-of-the-art racing simulators followed by actual track time
in exotic supercars.

Pro Tip: Book the first session in the morning when temperatures are cooler and the track is less busy. This often
results in more driving time and better performance from both you and the car.

NASCAR & Stock Car Experiences

NASCAR Racing Experience
Location: Las Vegas Motor Speedway
Price Range: $199-$999+

Experience: Drive actual NASCAR race cars that have been used in professional races, reaching speeds of up to
165 mph with a 5, 8, or 16-minute racing session.

Richard Petty Driving Experience
Location: Las Vegas Motor Speedway
Price Range: $149-$899+
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Experience: Choose between ride-alongs with professional drivers or drive-yourself experiences in authentic
NASCAR vehicles.

Pro Tip: If you're debating between exotic cars and NASCAR experiences, note that NASCAR vehicles require
more technical skill but offer a more authentic racing experience, while exotic cars are more luxurious and easier
for beginners to handle.

Go-Kart & Alternative Racing

Pole Position Raceway
Location: 4175 S Arville St, Las Vegas, NV 89103
Price Range: $25-$75

Experience: Indoor electric go-kart racing on a quarter-mile track, perfect for groups and competitive racing
without the high price tag of exotic cars.

Vegas Superkarts

Location: 6405 Ensworth St, Las Vegas, NV 89119

Price Range: $35-$100

Experience: Outdoor high-performance go-karts that reach speeds up to 45 mph on a challenging track.

Shooting Ranges & Combat Experiences

Las Vegas is home to some of the world's most impressive shooting ranges, offering everything from machine guns
to military vehicles.

Premium Shooting Experiences

Battlefield Vegas
Location: 2771 Industrial Rd, Las Vegas, NV 89109
Price Range: $50-$999+

Experience: Military-themed range with over 500 guns, helicopter and military vehicle tours, and packages themed
around different wars and conflicts. Military Humvee pickup from Strip hotels available.

Machine Guns Vegas
Location: 3501 Aldebaran Ave, Las Vegas, NV 89102
Price Range: $99-$500+

Experience: Luxury shooting range with VIP lounges and packages themed after movies and video games. Features
specialized experiences like their "Firearms and Ferrari" package.

The Range 702
Location: 4699 Dean Martin Dr, Las Vegas, NV 89103
Price Range: $40-$400+

Experience: Nevada's largest indoor shooting range with 25 shooting lanes, featuring automatic weapons, sniper
rifles, and even a 50-caliber BMG.

Pro Tip: For the best value, look for "pick your guns" packages that let you customize your shooting experience
rather than pre-set packages. Also, booking early morning slots typically means less crowded ranges.

Tactical & Combat Simulations

Tactical Combat Entertainment

Location: 2727 S Industrial Rd, Las Vegas, NV 89109
Price Range: $25-$125+
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Experience: Live-action combat simulation using non-lethal training weapons with realistic recoil and sound
effects in a themed environment.

Vegas Airsoft

Location: 4165 W Diablo Dr, Las Vegas, NV 89118

Price Range: $30-$100

Experience: Indoor airsoft arena with tactical gameplay across multiple courses and scenarios.

Pro Tip: These experiences are excellent for groups and bachelor parties, as they offer competitive team activities
rather than individual shooting.

Aerial Adventures & Sky-High Thrills

Experience Las Vegas from above with these breathtaking aerial adventures.
Skydiving & Flight Experiences

Vegas Extreme Skydiving
Location: 1401 Airport Rd, Boulder City, NV 89005
Price Range: $199-$399

Experience: Tandem skydiving from 15,000 feet with views of Lake Mead, Hoover Dam, and the Las Vegas Strip
during your 45-60 second freefall.

Vegas Indoor Skydiving
Location: 200 Convention Center Dr, Las Vegas, NV 89109
Price Range: $85-$250

Experience: Indoor vertical wind tunnel simulating real skydiving, offering the sensation of freefall without
jumping from a plane—perfect for beginners or those with height concerns.

iFLY Las Vegas
Location: 200 W Sahara Ave, Las Vegas, NV 89102
Price Range: $89-$299

Experience: State-of-the-art indoor skydiving in a 12-foot vertical wind tunnel with multiple flight packages
available.

Pro Tip: If choosing outdoor skydiving, early morning jumps typically have better visibility and calmer winds,
resulting in smoother and more scenic experiences.

Helicopter Tours

Maverick Helicopters
Location: 6075 Las Vegas Blvd S, Las Vegas, NV 89119
Price Range: $114-$999+

Experience: Luxury helicopter tours of the Strip, Grand Canyon, and Valley of Fire with narration and champagne
packages available.

Vegas Night Flights
Price Range: $99-$199

Experience: Evening helicopter tours showcasing the dazzling lights of the Las Vegas Strip from above—one of
the most spectacular ways to see the city.

Grand Canyon Helicopter Tours

Price Range: $299-$599
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Experience: Half-day and full-day helicopter adventures to the Grand Canyon with landing options inside the
canyon for champagne picnics and photo opportunities.

Pro Tip: For Strip helicopter tours, sunset flights offer the unique experience of seeing the city transition from day
to night, capturing both daylight and illuminated views in one tour.

Extreme Height Experiences

SkyJump at The STRAT

Location: 2000 S Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV §9104
Price Range: $119.99+

Experience: A controlled freefall descent from the 829-foot STRAT tower, combining elements of skydiving and
bungee jumping with safety harnesses.

STRAT Thrill Rides
Location: 2000 S Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89104
Price Range: $25-$40 per ride or $99 for unlimited

Experience: Extreme rides at the top of the STRAT Tower, including Big Shot (shoots riders 160 feet up the tower),
X-Scream (tilts over the tower edge), and Insanity (spins riders over the edge).

Ziplines

Fly LINQ Zipline
Location: 3545 S Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89109
Price Range: $35-$60

Experience: Zip line over the LINQ Promenade, reaching speeds up to 35 mph and offering unique aerial views of
the Strip.

SlotZilla Zip Line

Location: 425 Fremont St, Las Vegas, NV 89101

Price Range: $49-$139

Experience: Zip down Fremont Street under the Viva Vision canopy in either seated position (Zipline) or
superhero-style flying position (Zoomline).

Pro Tip: Evening zipline rides offer a more spectacular visual experience with the lights of the Strip or Fremont
Street in full display.

Desert Adventures & Off-Road Experiences

Explore the stunning landscapes surrounding Las Vegas with these desert adventures.

Off-Road Vehicles & ATV Tours

SunBuggy Fun Rentals
Location: 6925 Speedway Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89115
Price Range: $125-$499

Experience: Dune buggy and ATV adventures in the Las Vegas Dunes, with chase races, desert tours, and mini
Baja experiences available.

Vegas Off-Road Tours
Location: 5055 E Washington Ave, Las Vegas, NV 89110
Price Range: $155-$355
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Experience: ATV, UTV, and dirt bike tours through the Nellis Dunes recreation area with stunning desert
landscapes and varying difficulty levels.

Adrenaline ATV Tours
Location: 4780 W Ann Rd, North Las Vegas, NV 89130
Price Range: $129-$349

Experience: ATV and Dune Buggy tours in the Mojave Desert with options for sunset rides and longer adventure
packages.

Pro Tip: Morning tours are typically cooler and more comfortable, especially during summer months. Always
bring more water than you think you'll need, as the desert heat is deceptively draining.

Guided Desert Tours

Pink Jeep Tours
Location: 3629 W Hacienda Ave, Las Vegas, NV 89118
Price Range: $99-$299+

Experience: Off-road tours to Valley of Fire, Red Rock Canyon, and Grand Canyon in signature pink Jeeps with
professional guides providing geological and historical narration.

Red E Bike Tours

Location: 2620 Regatta Dr, Las Vegas, NV 89128

Price Range: $99-$169

Experience: Electric bike tours through Red Rock Canyon, offering a less strenuous way to experience the natural
beauty of the area.

Pro Tip: Valley of Fire tours provide the most dramatic desert landscapes within a reasonable distance from Vegas,
with incredible red rock formations and ancient petroglyphs.

Water Activities & Aquatic Adventures

Despite being in the desert, Las Vegas offers surprising aquatic adventures thanks to its proximity to Lake Mead
and man-made attractions.

Lake Activities

Lake Mead Boat Rentals

Location: 101 Callville Bay Rd, Las Vegas, NV 89124

Price Range: $90-$750+

Experience: Boat, jet ski, and kayak rentals on Lake Mead, with options ranging from hourly to full-day rentals.

Vegas Water Sports

Location: 20 Costa Di Lago, Henderson, NV 89011 (Lake Las Vegas)

Price Range: $75-$395

Experience: Wakeboarding, water skiing, and tube rides at Lake Las Vegas with expert instruction available for
beginners.

Black Canyon River Adventures

Location: 101 Hemenway Harbor Dr, Boulder City, NV 89005

Price Range: $89-$164

Experience: Raft tours down the Colorado River below Hoover Dam, featuring wildlife spotting and hot spring
visits.

Pro Tip: If renting watercraft, weekday rentals are typically less expensive and the lakes are less crowded. Early
morning or late afternoon slots offer the best lighting for photos and more comfortable temperatures.
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Unique Water Experiences

Flyboarding at Lake Las Vegas

Location: Lake Las Vegas

Price Range: $99-$179

Experience: Hover above the water using water-propelled jet boots, creating a superhero-like flying experience
over the lake.

Vegas Glass Kayaks

Location: Lake Mead National Recreation Area
Price Range: $149-$199
Experience: Clear kayak tours on Lake Mead and Colorado River, allowing you to see underwater features while

staying dry.

The Tank at Golden Nugget

Location: 129 E Fremont St, Las Vegas, NV 89101

Price Range: $25-$50 for non-guests

Experience: Pool complex with a 200,000-gallon shark tank and a water slide that passes through the shark tank
(behind protective glass).

Thrill Rides & Adventure Attractions

Beyond the individual experiences, Vegas offers concentrated adventure attractions for thrill-seekers.

Adventure Attractions

Adventuredome at Circus Circus

Location: 2880 S Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89109

Price Range: $20-$40 for all-day passes

Experience: Indoor theme park with roller coasters, thrill rides, and family attractions in a climate-controlled
environment.

New York-New York Roller Coaster

Location: 3790 S Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89109

Price Range: $19-$35

Experience: Big Apple Coaster with loops and drops around the hotel exterior, providing unique views of the
Strip during the ride.

AREA15

Location: 3215 S Rancho Dr, Las Vegas, NV 89102

Price Range: Free entry; attractions $10-$50

Experience: Immersive entertainment complex with art installations and adventure activities, including Omega
Mart, an interactive art experience disguised as a supermarket.

Pro Tip: The New York-New York roller coaster offers a significant discount for same-day second rides. If you
enjoy it once, consider riding again at the reduced rate.

Climbing & Adventure Parks

Red Rock Climbing Center

Location: 8201 W Charleston Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89117

Price Range: $18-$27

Experience: Indoor rock climbing gym with 8,000 square feet of climbing walls and bouldering areas for all skill
levels.
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Boulder Climbing Guides

Location: Red Rock Canyon National Conservation Area

Price Range: $175-$395

Experience: Guided rock climbing at Red Rock Canyon, one of America's premier climbing destinations, with
routes for beginners to experts.

HUDL Climbing

Location: 6283 S Valley View Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89118
Price Range: $21-$30
Experience: Modern climbing gym with bouldering and rope climbing areas in a state-of-the-art facility.

Unique Vegas-Only Experiences

Some activities are uniquely Vegas or offer a special Sin City twist.
Only-in-Vegas Attractions

Zombie Apocalypse Experience

Location: Varies

Price Range: $125-$175

Experience: Interactive zombie experiences where you battle the undead with realistic weapons and scenarios in
themed environments.

Dig This Las Vegas

Location: 800 W Roban Ave, Las Vegas, NV 89044

Price Range: $169-$499

Experience: Heavy equipment playground where adults can operate bulldozers, excavators, and other
construction machinery.

The Mob Museum

Location: 300 Stewart Ave, Las Vegas, NV §9101

Price Range: $30-$54

Experience: Interactive museum about organized crime and law enforcement with immersive exhibits and a
working speakeasy in the basement.

Axe Throwing & Rage Rooms

Axe Monkeys

Location: 3525 E Post Rd, Las Vegas, NV 89120
Price Range: $25-$45 per hour
Experience: Indoor axe-throwing venue with multiple target lanes and other throwing weapons available.

Sin City Smash

Location: 5552 S Fort Apache Rd, Las Vegas, NV 89148

Price Range: $35-$90

Experience: Rage room where you can smash bottles, electronics, furniture, and more with baseball bats,
sledgehammers, and other destructive tools.

Pro Tip: Both axe throwing and rage rooms make excellent group activities and are perfect for relieving stress
after a tough night at the casino.

Speakeasies & Exclusive Lounges

The Laundry Room
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Location: Inside Commonwealth (525 E Fremont St)
Experience: Hidden speakeasy with strict rules, custom craft cocktails, and an intimate atmosphere with limited
seating.

The Legacy Club

Location: Circa Resort (8 E Fremont St, Las Vegas, NV 89101)
Experience: Rooftop lounge with sunset views, fire pits, and a display of 1,000 ounces of gold bars—one of the
best spots to watch the sun set over Las Vegas.

Ghost Donkey
Location: Hidden inside The Cosmopolitan
Experience: Secret mezcal and tequila bar with creative cocktails and Mexican-inspired ambiance.

Pro Tip: Many speakeasies require reservations or text messages for entry. Do your research ahead of time as
procedures vary by venue.

Museums & Attractions

Las Vegas houses several world-class museums and attractions that offer a break from the typical casino
experience.

Unique Museums

Neon Museum

Location: 770 Las Vegas Blvd N, Las Vegas, NV 89101

Price Range: $20-$42

Experience: Collection of historic Las Vegas neon signs in the "Neon Boneyard," with guided tours and a
spectacular night light show experience.

Pinball Hall of Fame

Location: 4925 Las Vegas Blvd S, Las Vegas, NV 89119
Price Range: Free entry; games $0.25-$1
Experience: World's largest collection of pinball machines with over 400 games from all eras, all available for

play.

Shelby American

Location: 6405 Ensworth St, Las Vegas, NV 89119

Price Range: Free

Experience: Museum and factory tour showcasing Shelby American cars, including Cobras and modified
Mustangs.

Erotic Heritage Museum

Location: 3275 Sammy Davis Jr Dr, Las Vegas, NV 89109
Price Range: $15-$40
Experience: Museum dedicated to the history of human sexuality with educational exhibits and provocative art.

Pro Tip: The Neon Museum's night tours are significantly more impressive than daytime visits, as many of the
signs are illuminated in the evening.

Vegas Landmark Experiences

High Roller Observation Wheel

Location: 3545 S Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89109

Price Range: $23-$37

Experience: World's tallest observation wheel (550 feet) with 360-degree views of the Strip and surrounding
valley. Happy Half Hour tickets include an open bar during your 30-minute rotation.
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Eiffel Tower Experience at Paris Las Vegas

Location: 3655 S Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89109

Price Range: $18-$22

Experience: Half-scale replica of the Eiffel Tower with observation deck offering one of the best views of the
Bellagio fountains.

Seven Magic Mountains

Location: S Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89054

Price Range: Free

Experience: Colorful rock art installation in the desert featuring seven towers of stacked boulders standing more
than 30 feet high.

Pro Tip: Visit Seven Magic Mountains at sunset for the most dramatic lighting and photography opportunities.

Day Trips From Las Vegas

Some of America's most spectacular natural wonders are within a few hours' drive of Las Vegas.
National Parks & Natural Wonders

Grand Canyon West Rim

Distance: About 2.5 hours from Las Vegas

Price Range: $89-$299

Experience: Home to the Grand Canyon Skywalk glass bridge and Eagle Point with dramatic views. Helicopter
tours and Colorado River experiences available.

Valley of Fire State Park

Distance: About 1 hour from Las Vegas

Price Range: $10-$15 entrance fee

Experience: Nevada's oldest state park featuring 40,000 acres of red Aztec sandstone formations, ancient
petrified trees, and 2,000-year-old petroglyphs.

Hoover Dam

Distance: About 45 minutes from Las Vegas

Price Range: $10 for parking; tours $15-$30

Experience: Massive engineering marvel on the Colorado River with power plant tours and spectacular views of
Lake Mead.

Death Valley National Park

Distance: About 2 hours from Las Vegas

Price Range: $30 entrance fee per vehicle

Experience: The lowest, hottest, and driest national park in the U.S. with otherworldly landscapes including the
Badwater Basin (282 feet below sea level).

Pro Tip: For self-drive day trips, leave Vegas very early (before 7 AM) to maximize your time at the destination
and avoid the worst traffic when returning to the city.

Guided Tour Options

Grand Canyon Helicopter Tours

Price Range: $399-$599
Experience: Fly from Las Vegas to the Grand Canyon in about 45 minutes, with options for landing inside the
canyon for champagne picnics or Colorado River boat rides.

Pink Jeep Valley of Fire Tours
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Price Range: $149-$199
Experience: Guided off-road tours in signature pink Jeeps with experts providing geological and historical
insights about the incredible rock formations.

Zion and Bryce Canyon Tours

Price Range: $199-$299
Experience: Full-day excursions to Utah's spectacular national parks featuring guided hikes and viewpoint stops.

Pro Tip: If you're short on time, guided tours are worth the premium as they maximize efficiency by hitting the
highlights, providing valuable context, and eliminating navigation challenges.

Planning Your Adventures

When to Book

e High-Demand Experiences: Exotic car racing, Grand Canyon helicopter tours, and popular shows should
be booked 1-2 months in advance.

e Weather-Dependent Activities: Desert and water activities are best booked with some flexibility in case
of extreme weather.

e Last-Minute Options: Indoor attractions like shooting ranges, museums, and observation decks can often
accommodate same-day or next-day bookings.

Money-Saving Tips
e Weekday Discounts: Most attractions offer significant discounts (15-30%) for Monday-Thursday
bookings.

e Package Deals: Bundling multiple experiences through companies like Vegas.com or directly through your
hotel concierge can save 10-20%.

¢ Seasonal Considerations: Summer offers lower prices but extreme heat, while spring and fall provide
moderate temperatures with moderate pricing.

Transportation Considerations

¢ Hotel Pickup: Many adventure companies offer complimentary Strip hotel pickup—a valuable service that
saves on rideshare costs.

¢ Rental Cars: Necessary for self-guided day trips, but otherwise can be an unnecessary expense and parking
hassle.

¢ Rideshare Services: Readily available for in-city attractions, but can become expensive for destinations
beyond the immediate Las Vegas area.

Pro Tip: For off-Strip adventures, always factor transportation time and costs into your planning. Vegas traffic
can be surprisingly congested, especially on the Strip and during peak hours.

Las Vegas has evolved far beyond its gambling roots to become one of the world's premier adventure destinations.
Whether you're seeking an adrenaline rush, unique experiences, or natural wonders, the activities in this chapter
offer memorable alternatives to casino gaming. By incorporating some of these experiences into your itinerary,
you'll discover a completely different side of Sin City and return home with stories that go well beyond the blackjack
table.

## Architecture & Engineering

- The Venetian hotel contains enough marble to pave a road from Las Vegas to Los Angeles.
- The pyramid-shaped Luxor is so large that it could fit nine Boeing 747 airplanes stacked on top of each
other inside it.
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New York-New York's Statue of Liberty replica is 150 feet tall, about half the size of the original.

Paris Las Vegas's Eiffel Tower replica is 540 feet tall, approximately half the size of the real one.

The Bellagio fountain lake is large enough to provide water for 10,000 residents for one year.

The copper facade on Mandalay Bay contains real gold to give it its distinctive golden shine.

The Stratosphere Tower sways up to 3 inches in each direction during high winds.

The Aria Resort & Casino was the largest LEED Gold certified building in the world when it opened in
20009.

The canopy at Fremont Street Experience contains 220 speakers that can blast music at 555,000 watts.
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Chapter 6

Luxury & Relaxation in Las Vegas

Beyond the excitement of casinos, nightclubs, and adrenaline adventures, Las Vegas offers world-class luxury and
relaxation experiences that rival any destination globally. This chapter explores the premium side of Sin City—
from ultra-luxurious accommodations and exclusive spas to VIP experiences and personalized service that cater to
those seeking the finer things in life.

Ultra-Luxury Accommodations

Las Vegas boasts some of the world's most opulent hotel suites and villas, where no expense is spared and privacy
is paramount.

Sky Villas & Penthouses

The Palms Empathy Suite
Price Range: $100,000+ per night (often with minimum gaming requirement)

Description: Designed by Damien Hirst, this 9,000 sq ft two-story sky villa features original artwork valued in the
millions, a 13-seat bar, and a jaw-dropping cantilevered pool that extends over the Strip.

Notable Features: Private elevator, 24-hour butler service, massage/fitness rooms, media room
Contact: (702) 942-7777
Website: palms.com

The Mansion at MGM Grand

Price Range: By invitation only, typically for high-rollers with $1M+ credit lines

Description: Ultra-exclusive Mediterranean-inspired villas hidden behind private gates at MGM Grand. These
secluded mansions offer a level of luxury few ever experience.

Notable Features: Private butlers, chefs, pools, and gardens; Italian marble bathrooms

Contact: (702) 891-7777
Website: mgmgrand.mgmresorts.com/hotel/the-mansion.html

Nobu Villa at Caesars Palace
Price Range: $35,000-$50,000 per night

Description: 10,300 sq ft rooftop villa designed by David Rockwell with Japanese-inspired decor and unparalleled
views.

Notable Features: Sky deck with Strip views, Zen garden, sauna, butler service
Contact: (702) 785-6677
Website: caesars.com/nobu-caesars-palace

SKYLOFTS at MGM Grand

Price Range: $1,000-$10,000+ per night

Description: Two-story lofts designed by Tony Chi atop MGM Grand offering sophisticated urban luxury.
Notable Features: 24-hour butler service, infinity tubs with chromatherapy, in-loft espresso machines
Contact: (877) 646-5638

Website: skyloftsmgmgrand.mgmresorts.com
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Luxury Suite Collections

Wynn Tower Suites
Price Range: $750-$15,000+ per night

Description: Private entrance, exclusive pool, and dedicated concierge. Wynn's Tower Suites offer the ultimate in
tasteful luxury.

Notable Features: Rolls-Royce house car service, private pool entrance, personal shopping
Contact: (702) 770-7000

Website: wynnlasvegas.com

Encore Three Bedroom Duplex

Price Range: $5,000-$8,000+ per night

Description: Two-story suite with floor-to-ceiling windows and Strip views, perfect for entertaining.
Notable Features: Massage and exercise rooms, billiard room, multiple living areas

Contact: (702) 770-7000

Website: wynnlasvegas.com

ARIA SKky Suites

Price Range: $900-$7,500+ per night

Description: Forbes Five Star and AAA Five Diamond luxury suites with high-tech amenities and personalized
service.

Notable Features: Private pool, lounge, and entrance; airport transportation; personal concierge

Contact: (877) 580-2742

Website: aria.mgmresorts.com/hotel/sky-suites.html

The Venetian Presidential Suite

Price Range: $4,000-$10,000+ per night

Description: 5,200 sq ft multi-bedroom suite with baby grand piano and formal dining room.
Notable Features: Multiple fireplaces, private movie theater, in-suite workout room
Contact: (866) 659-9643

Website: venetianlasvegas.com

The Cosmopolitan Penthouses & Bungalows

Price Range: $2,500-$15,000+ per night

Description: Multi-level suites and poolside bungalows with private terraces and modern design.
Notable Features: Private pools (bungalows), gaming areas, entertainment spaces

Contact: (702) 698-7000

Website: cosmopolitanlasvegas.com

Waldorf Astoria Presidential Suite

Price Range: $10,000-$15,000 per night

Description: 3,000 sq ft suite on the 23rd floor with panoramic views of the Strip and elegant décor.
Notable Features: Private gym, multiple spa-style bathrooms, floor-to-ceiling windows

Contact: (702) 590-9888

Website: waldorfastorialasvegas.com

Pro Tip: Even if the presidential suites are beyond your budget, many hotels offer "entry-level” luxury suites that
provide VIP perks like private check-in, dedicated concierge, and exclusive pool access at a fraction of the cost of
the top-tier accommodations.

World-Class Spa Experiences

Vegas spas have evolved into destinations themselves, offering unparalleled treatments and facilities.
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Luxury Destination Spas

The Spa at Wynn

Price Range: Treatments $180-$550+

Description: Forbes Five-Star spa featuring designer treatment rooms and custom services in a serene
environment.

Signature Treatments: Good Luck Ritual (incorporating the five elements), Samadhi Enlightenment
Facilities: Experiential showers, hot/cold plunge pools, heated loungers, premium products

Contact: (702) 770-3900

Website: wynnlasvegas.com/spa

Qua Baths & Spa at Caesars Palace

Price Range: Treatments $160-$450+

Description: Roman-inspired spa with unique thermal experiences including the only Arctic Ice Room in the
country.

Signature Treatments: Nobu Nagomi Ritual, Mojave Rain, crystal body art

Facilities: Roman baths, Arctic Ice Room, Laconium Room, Tea Room

Contact: (866) 782-0655

Website: caesars.com/caesars-palace/spa

Canyon Ranch Spa + Fitness at The Venetian

Price Range: Treatments $160-$400+

Description: One of the largest day spas in North America at 134,000 sq ft with over 150 services available.
Signature Treatments: Agave Nectar Massage, Red Rock Therapeutic Body Wrap

Facilities: Aquavana thermal suite, Salt Grotto, Herbal Laconium, Experiential Rains

Contact: (702) 414-7000

Website: venetianlasvegas.com/resort/amenities/canyon-ranch-spa-fitness.html

The Spa at ARIA

Price Range: Treatments $180-$400+

Description: 80,000 sq ft spa combining Eastern and Western therapies in a serene environment.
Signature Treatments: Ganbanyoku heated stone beds, Shio salt room, Thai massage
Facilities: Infrared saunas, therapy pools, outdoor infinity-edge therapy pool

Contact: (702) 590-9600

Website: aria.mgmresorts.com/amenities/the-spa-at-aria.html

Sahra Spa & Hammam at The Cosmopolitan

Price Range: Treatments $190-$500+

Description: Desert-inspired spa featuring a traditional Turkish hammam and unique treatments.
Signature Treatments: Red Flower Hammam Experience, Moroccan Journey

Facilities: Moroccan hammam, monsoon cave, mother-of-pearl steam rooms

Contact: (702) 698-7171

Website: cosmopolitanlasvegas.com/spa

Waldorf Astoria Spa

Price Range: Treatments $200-$600+

Description: Sophisticated urban spa retreat with exceptional attention to detail and Strip views.
Signature Treatments: Caviar facial, Diamond Life Infusion facial, High Roller massage
Facilities: Vitality pools, steam rooms, ice fountains, experience showers

Contact: (702) 590-9520

Website: waldorfastorialasvegas.com/spa

Pro Tip: Many spas offer significant discounts (up to 30%) for treatments scheduled Monday-Thursday or during
off-peak hours (morning appointments). Ask about locals' discounts as well—even if you're not a local, they
sometimes extend these to visitors.
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Exclusive Spa Experiences

Private Spa Suites

Bellagio Spa & Salon Private Couple's Suites

Price Range: $1,000-$2,500+ for multi-hour packages

Features: Private wet/dry areas, personalized music selection, champagne service
Contact: (702) 693-8080

ARIA Spa Luxury Suites

Price Range: $800-$2,000+ for couple's packages

Features: In-suite hot tub, relaxation area, private bathroom, customized refreshments

Contact: (702) 590-9600

Pro Tip: For the ultimate spa experience, book a private spa suite for 3-4 hours with multiple treatments. This
provides complete privacy and allows time to enjoy the suite's amenities between services.

Private Pools & VIP Cabanas

When Las Vegas temperatures soar, the city's exclusive pool environments offer luxury cooling options.
Ultra-Exclusive Pool Experiences

Wynn Tower Suite Pool

Access: Exclusive to Tower Suite guests

Description: Private pool exclusively for Tower Suite guests with the highest level of service.
Amenities: Dedicated attendants, complimentary sunscreen, infused water, chilled fruit
Contact: (702) 770-7000

Website: wynnlasvegas.com

ARIA Sky Pool

Access: Exclusive to Sky Suite guests

Description: Exclusive pool for Sky Suite guests with complimentary refreshments and attentive service.
Amenities: Dedicated pool concierge, upgraded lounge chairs, food service

Contact: (702) 590-9549

Website: aria.mgmresorts.com

Cypress Premier Lounges at Bellagio

Price Range: $250-$750+ (seasonal)

Description: Semi-private pool experience with premium amenities and personalized service.
Amenities: Padded daybeds, personal host, cooling misters, reserved seating

Contact: (702) 693-8484

Website: bellagio.mgmresorts.com

The Villas at The Mirage

Price Range: Villa rates $2,500-$5,000+ per night

Description: Private pools attached to luxury villas for the ultimate in privacy.
Amenities: Backyard-style pool areas with private service, climate control options
Contact: (702) 791-7416

Website: mirage.mgmresorts.com

The Palazzo Pool Deck

Price Range: Cabanas $500-$1,500+ (seasonal)
Description: Elevated luxury pool experience with lush gardens and premium service.
VIP Options: Private cabanas with air conditioning, TVs, dedicated servers
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Contact: (702) 607-1218
Website: venetianlasvegas.com

Pro Tip: Even at exclusive pools, arrive early (before 10 AM) to secure prime seating locations. For cabanas,
reserve at least 1-2 weeks in advance during peak season (May-September).

Luxury Dayclub Cabanas

For a more energetic pool experience, Vegas dayclubs offer premium options with DJ entertainment.

Encore Beach Club

Price Range: $1,500-$15,000+ (varies by day/event)
Description: Premier dayclub with DJ performances and upscale atmosphere.
VIP Options:

e Bungalows: Two-story private spaces with private pools
e (Cabanas: Premium bottle service locations with shade and seating

e VIP Tables: Reserved areas with dedicated service
Contact: (702) 770-7300
Website: wynnlasvegas.com/nightlife/encore-beach-club

Wet Republic at MGM Grand

Price Range: $1,000-$10,000+ (varies by day/event)
Description: Ultra pool with 6,000 sq ft saltwater pool and world-class DJs.
VIP Options:

e Bungalows with private plunge pools
e VIP cabanas with enhanced amenities

¢ Plush daybeds with dedicated service
Contact: (702) 891-3563
Website: wetrepublic.com

LIQUID Pool Lounge at ARIA

Price Range: $500-$3,000+ (varies by day/event)

Description: Intimate adults-only pool club with VIP service and a sophisticated atmosphere.
VIP Options: Cabanas with TVs, refrigerators, and private servers

Contact: (702) 590-9797

Website: aria.mgmresorts.com/nightlife/liquid-pool-lounge.html

Pro Tip: For the best dayclub experience, consider a Thursday visit when the atmosphere is lively but prices are
significantly lower than weekend rates, often 40-50% less for the same cabana.

Exclusive Dining Experiences

Las Vegas has become a world-class culinary destination with unparalleled fine dining options.

Chef’s Tables & Private Dining

Joél Robuchon at MGM Grand

Price Range: $445-§595 per person tasting menu; private dining minimums start at $5,000+
Description: Three Michelin star French restaurant with the most prestigious pedigree in Las Vegas.
Exclusive Experience:
e  Chef's Table for intimate dining with kitchen views
e Private dining room for up to 10 guests
Contact: (702) 891-7925
Website: mgmgrand.mgmresorts.com/restaurants/joel-robuchon.html
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¢ by José Andrés at The Cosmopolitan

Price Range: $275-$350+ per person

Description: Hidden eight-seat chef's counter within Jaleo restaurant offering a theatrical dining experience.
Exclusive Experience: Multi-course tasting menu with avant-garde preparations right before your eyes.
Contact: Reserve through their website only

Website: cosmopolitanlasvegas.com/restaurants/e-by-jose-andres

Restaurant Guy Savoy at Caesars Palace

Price Range: $385+ per person for tasting menu; Krug Table $650+ per person
Description: Michelin-starred French restaurant with Forbes Five Star rating.
Exclusive Experience:

e Krug Chef's Table with views of the kitchen

e Cognac Lounge for private dining
Contact: (702) 731-7286
Website: caesars.com/caesars-palace/restaurants/restaurant-guy-savoy

Mizumi at Wynn

Price Range: $100-$500+ per person; private dining minimums vary
Description: Japanese fine dining with waterfall and koi pond views.
Exclusive Experience: Private tatami rooms and floating pagoda table
Contact: (702) 770-3320

Website: wynnlasvegas.com/dining/fine-dining/mizumi

Picasso at Bellagio

Price Range: Tasting menus $125-$195+ per person; private dining minimums vary

Description: AAA Five Diamond restaurant featuring original Picasso artworks and fountain views.
Exclusive Experience: Private dining room with lake and fountain views

Contact: (702) 693-8865

Website: bellagio.mgmresorts.com/restaurants/picasso.html

Pro Tip: For special occasions, mention the celebration when booking. Vegas fine dining establishments often
provide exceptional touches for anniversaries, birthdays, and other milestones.

In-Suite Dining Experiences

In-Villa Chef Experience at The Mansion

Price Range: Starting at $5,000+ (villa guests only)

Description: Private chef preparation and service in Mansion villas.

Exclusive Experience: Customized menus with wine pairings prepared in-villa
Contact: (702) 891-7777 (Mansion concierge)

Wynn Private Dining

Price Range: A la carte pricing plus service fees

Description: In-suite dining experiences from any Wynn restaurant.
Exclusive Experience: Full restaurant menu service in your accommodation
Contact: Through Villa Services or Suite Concierge

Nobu In-Suite Experience

Price Range: Starting at $3,000+ for small groups

Description: Private Nobu chef experience available in Caesars suites.
Exclusive Experience: Chef preparation of Nobu specialties in your suite
Contact: (702) 785-6677

39



Pro Tip: If the private chef experience exceeds your budget, consider ordering from multiple restaurants for an
in-suite progressive dinner—many luxury hotels will coordinate delivery from various venues for a special
occasion.

Luxury Shopping

Las Vegas has evolved into a global luxury retail destination with exclusive boutiques and personalized services.
High-End Shopping Destinations

The Shops at Crystals
Description: Ultra-luxury mall with the highest concentration of designer boutiques under one roof.
Notable Stores: Louis Vuitton, Dior, Hermés, Gucci, Prada, Tom Ford
Exclusive Services:

e Personal shopping assistance

e VIP rooms for private shopping

e Package delivery to hotels

Location: 3720 S Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89158

Contact: (702) 590-9299
Website: theshopsatcrystals.com

Via Bellagio

Description: Elegant collection of designer boutiques at Bellagio.
Notable Stores: Chanel, Dior, Gucci, Hermés, Prada, Tiffany & Co.
Exclusive Services: Personal shopping appointments and hotel delivery
Location: 3600 S Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89109

Contact: (702) 693-7111

Website: bellagio.mgmresorts.com/amenities/shopping.html

The Forum Shops at Caesars

Description: Roman-themed luxury shopping mall with over 160 specialty stores.
Notable Stores: Fendi, Balenciaga, Versace, Christian Louboutin

Exclusive Services: Personal stylists and shopping assistance

Location: 3500 S Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89109

Contact: (702) 893-4800

Website: simon.com/mall/the-forum-shops-at-caesars-palace

Wynn Plaza & Esplanades

Description: Curated luxury shopping experience with high-end brands.
Notable Stores: Chanel, Louis Vuitton, Bottega Veneta, Saint Laurent
Exclusive Services: Personal shopping and hotel delivery

Location: 3131 S Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89109

Contact: (702) 770-7000

Website: wynnlasvegas.com/shopping

Pro Tip: Most luxury hotels offer private shopping experiences that can be arranged through the concierge.
Some boutiques will even bring a curated selection to your suite for private viewing.

Exclusive Shopping Services

Personal Shopping Experiences

Wynn & Encore Shopping Experience
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Description: Dedicated personal shopper across all Wynn boutiques
Services: Pre-arrival consultations, in-suite fittings, exclusive access
Contact: (702) 770-3154

In-Suite Boutiques
Description: Select luxury retailers will bring merchandise to your suite.
Notable Participants:

e Chanel at Wynn
e Hermes at Bellagio
e Louis Vuitton at various properties
How to Access: Arrange through hotel concierge

Pro Tip: If there's a specific luxury item you're seeking, inform your hotel concierge before arrival. They often
have relationships with store managers and can arrange for special pieces to be held or transferred from other
locations.

VIP Nightlife

Experience Las Vegas nightlife at its most exclusive level with premium tables and bottle service.

Ultra-Exclusive Nightclub Tables

XS Nightclub at Encore

Price Range: $3,000-$20,000+ minimum spend (varies by night/event)
Description: One of the top-grossing nightclubs in the world with indoor and outdoor spaces.
VIP Options:

e Owner's Tables: Most exclusive locations near DJ booth
e Tier 1 VIP Tables: Premium dance floor locations

e Cabanas: Private outdoor areas with pools
Contact: (702) 770-0097
Website: wynnlasvegas.com/nightlife/xs-nightclub

Omnia at Caesars Palace

Price Range: $2,000-$15,000+ minimum spend (varies by night/event)
Description: Multi-level venue featuring state-of-the-art technology and kinetic chandelier.
VIP Options:

e Heart of Omnia: Exclusive ultra-lounge with separate entrance
e Opera Tables: Elevated dance floor tables

e Terrace Tables: Outdoor tables with Strip views
Contact: (702) 785-6200
Website: omnianightclub.com

Zouk Nightclub at Resorts World

Price Range: $2,000-$15,000+ minimum spend (varies by night/event)
Description: Newest nightclub on the Strip featuring state-of-the-art technology.
VIP Options:

e FUHU Lounge: VIP experience within the club
e Stage Tables: Closest to the DJ and performances

e Owner's Tables: Most exclusive locations
Contact: (702) 908-0077
Website: zoukgrouplv.com/zouk-nightclub

Pro Tip: For the best VIP nightclub experience, build a relationship with a VIP host before your trip. They can
secure better table locations, expedite entry, and often negotiate better minimum spends.
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Private Bars & Lounges

The Dorsey at The Venetian

Price Range: $500-$3,000+ minimum spend

Description: Sophisticated cocktail lounge with intimate alcoves.
VIP Options: Library private seating area, reservable sections
Contact: (702) 414-1945

Website: venetianlasvegas.com/restaurants/the-dorsey.html

Skyfall Lounge at Delano

Price Range: $500-$2,500+ minimum spend

Description: Rooftop lounge with panoramic views of the Strip.

VIP Options: Private seating areas with Strip views

Contact: (702) 632-7575

Website: delanolasvegas.mgmresorts.com/nightlife/skyfall-lounge.html

Ghost Donkey at The Cosmopolitan

Price Range: $300-$1,000+ minimum spend

Description: Secret speakeasy focused on mezcal and tequila.
VIP Options: Limited private seating available for reservation
Contact: (702) 698-7000

Website: cosmopolitanlasvegas.com/lounges-bars/ghost-donkey

The Laundry Room

Description: Hidden speakeasy inside Commonwealth on Fremont Street with strict rules and an intimate
atmosphere.

Access: Text-based reservation system with limited availability

Contact: Text (702) 701-1466 to request a reservation time

Pro Tip: For a sophisticated evening alternative to nightclubs, consider the "speakeasy circuit" by visiting Ghost
Donkey, The Laundry Room, and The Barbershop at The Cosmopolitan in one night.

Personalized Concierge Services

For the ultimate luxury experience, leverage these exclusive concierge and VIP host services.
Hotel Concierge Services

Wynn Tower Suites Concierge

Description: Dedicated concierge team for Tower Suite guests.

Services: Pre-arrival planning, impossible reservations, exclusive event access
How to Access: Exclusive to Tower Suite guests

Contact: (702) 770-3356

Bellagio Chairman's Lounge

Description: Private concierge lounge for high-tier guests.

Services: Private check-in/out, restaurant and show reservations, transportation
How to Access: Available to Chairman's Lounge-level guests

Contact: (702) 693-7075

The Cosmopolitan Reserve

Description: Invitation-only concierge program for top-tier guests.
Services: Customized itineraries, impossible reservations, personal shopping
How to Access: By invitation only
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ARIA Sky Suites VIP Hosts

Services: Includes private lounge, limo service, and high-limit gaming perks
Website: aria.mgmresorts.com/hotel/sky-suites.html

NoMad Butler Service

Services: VIP guests get 24-hour personal butlers and exclusive dining access
Website: nomadlasvegas.com

Prestige at The Venetian
Services: Exclusive lounge, champagne check-in, and luxury concierge services
Website: venetianlasvegas.com

Pro Tip: If staying in a luxury suite, contact your dedicated concierge 2-3 weeks before arrival to arrange dining
reservations, spa appointments, and special experiences. The best concierges can secure impossible reservations
and exclusive access.

Private Transportation

Wynn Rolls-Royce House Car Service

Description: Complimentary Rolls-Royce transportation within a limited area.
Access: Exclusive for Tower Suites guests
Website: wynnlasvegas.com

Luxury Car Rentals

Dream Exotics Las Vegas

Options: Lamborghini, Ferrari, McLaren rentals
Price Range: $500-$2,500+ per day

Website: dreamexoticrental.com

Presidential Limousine Service

Options: VIP chauffeur service for airport transfers, nightlife, & more
Price Range: $95-$500+ per hour depending on vehicle
Website: presidentiallimolv.com

Pro Tip: Most luxury hotels offer airport transportation for suite guests. If it's not included with your reservation,
inquire about the service—it can often be added for less than the cost of a premium rideshare.

Planning Your Luxury Vegas Experience

Booking Timeframes
e Ultra-Luxury Suites: 2-3 months in advance for holiday periods and peak dates
¢ Fine Dining Reservations: 30-60 days in advance for top restaurants
e Spa Treatments: 2-3 weeks in advance for prime times; 30+ days for holiday periods
e Nightclub Tables: 1-2 weeks in advance; 30+ days for major DJs/events

Tipping Guidelines
o Butler/Personal Concierge: $100-$150 per day or $500-$1,000 at end of stay (for multi-day service)
e VIP Host: $200-$500 depending on service level
e Cabana Attendant: 18-20% of total bill
e Spa Therapist: 20% of treatment cost (often automatically added)
¢ Fine Dining Server: 20-25% of bill

Maximizing Value
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Shoulder Season: Mid-April to May and September to October offer ideal weather with lower luxury
prices

Midweek Stays: Sunday-Thursday rates for luxury suites can be 30-50% lower than weekend rates
Package Deals: Many luxury hotels offer packages that include credits for dining, spa, or activities
Status Matching: Many casino loyalty programs will match status from other programs or credit cards

Las Vegas luxury isn't just about spending money—it's about accessing extraordinary experiences and personalized
service that create unforgettable memories. Whether you're celebrating a special occasion or simply prefer the finer
things in life, Vegas offers a level of luxury that rivals any destination in the world. With proper planning and the
right connections, the ultimate Vegas experience can be yours.

## Quirky & Surprising
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There is an estimated 36,000 pounds of loose change in Las Vegas casino fountains annually.

Las Vegas has the most hotel rooms per capita of any city in the world.

Downtown Las Vegas is home to a 40-foot-tall fire-breathing praying mantis sculpture outside the Container
Park.

The average Las Vegas tourist spends $1,461 per trip (excluding airfare).

There's a secret pizzeria at The Cosmopolitan called "Secret Pizza" with no signs — it's hidden at the end of
a hallway decorated with record albums.

The "Death Star" sphere of the Sphere at The Venetian is covered with 580,000 square feet of fully
programmable LED panels.

Las Vegas casinos don't have to report jackpots under $1,200 to the IRS.

Las Vegas is home to the Neon Museum (the "Neon Boneyard"), where old casino and hotel signs go to
retire.

The MGM Grand was originally designed with no 13th floor and had an entrance through a lion's mouth,
but it was later changed due to Asian guests considering it bad luck to enter through the mouth of a beast.
The World Series of Poker main event in Las Vegas grew from 7 players in 1970 to over 8,000 in recent
years.



Chapter 7
Las Vegas Food and Drink Guide

Las Vegas has transformed into one of the world's premier culinary destinations, featuring celebrity chef restaurants,
innovative concepts, and every type of dining experience imaginable. This chapter breaks down the best places to
eat and drink across the Strip, Downtown, and local neighborhoods—from high-end steakhouses and fine dining to
hidden gems and late-night eats.

The Strip

Premium Steakhouses

SW Steakhouse (Wynn)

Price Range: $$$$

Signature Dishes: Dry-aged tomahawk ribeye, chile-rubbed double ribeye
Notable Feature: Overlooks the Lake of Dreams with periodic shows
Address: 3131 Las Vegas Blvd S, Las Vegas, NV 89109

Phone: (702) 770-3325

Website: wynnlasvegas.com/dining/fine-dining/sw-steakhouse

Gordon Ramsay Steak (Paris)

Price Range: $$$$

Signature Dishes: Beef Wellington, sticky toffee pudding

Notable Feature: British-inspired steakhouse with the famous Beef Wellington
Address: 3655 S Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89109

Phone: (702) 946-4663

Website: caesars.com/paris-las-vegas/restaurants/gordon-ramsay-steak

CUT by Wolfgang Puck (The Palazzo)

Price Range: $$$$

Signature Dishes: Japanese pure wagyu beef, bone marrow flan
Notable Feature: Modern design with an exceptional wagyu selection
Address: 3325 S Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89109

Phone: (702) 607-6300

Website: venetianlasvegas.com/restaurants/cut.html

Bazaar Meat by José Andrés (Sahara)

Price Range: $$$$

Signature Dishes: Suckling pig, wagyu beef cheeks, cotton candy foie gras
Notable Feature: Theatrical dining experience with creative meat presentations
Address: 2535 S Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89109

Phone: (702) 761-7610

Website: saharalasvegas.com/dining/bazaar-meat-by-jose-andres

Pro Tip: Most high-end steakhouses offer "social hour" or bar menu options where you can sample signature
dishes at a fraction of the dinner prices—usually between 5-7 PM in the bar/lounge areas.

Fine Dining Experiences
Joél Robuchon (MGM Grand)
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Price Range: $$$$

Cuisine: French

Signature Dishes: 16-course degustation menu, bread cart, legendary mashed potatoes
Notable Feature: The only restaurant in Las Vegas history to receive Three Michelin Stars
Address: 3799 S Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89109

Phone: (702) 891-7925

Website: mgmgrand.mgmresorts.com/en/restaurants/joel-robuchon.html

€ by José Andrés (The Cosmopolitan)

Price Range: $$$$

Cuisine: Spanish avant-garde

Signature Dishes: Constantly changing multi-course tasting menu
Notable Feature: Secret 8-seat dining counter with theatrical presentations
Address: 3708 S Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89109

Reservations: Made exclusively online, released 90 days in advance
Website: cosmopolitanlasvegas.com/restaurants/e-by-jose-andres

Wing Lei (Wynn)

Price Range: $$$-$$$$

Cuisine: Upscale Chinese

Signature Dish: Imperial Peking duck, tableside-carved

Notable Feature: First Chinese restaurant in North America to earn a Michelin Star
Address: 3131 S Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89109

Phone: (702) 770-3388

Website: wynnlasvegas.com/dining/fine-dining/wing-lei

Picasso (Bellagio)

Price Range: $$$$

Cuisine: Spanish/French

Signature Dishes: Sautéed foie gras, roasted milk-fed veal chop

Notable Feature: Original Picasso artwork adorns the walls with fountain views
Address: 3600 S Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89109

Phone: (702) 693-8865

Website: bellagio.mgmresorts.com/en/restaurants/picasso.html

Pro Tip: Call for last-minute reservations at high-end restaurants rather than relying solely on online booking
platforms. Restaurants often hold tables for VIPs that get released same-day, and calling can help you secure these.

Legendary Buffets

Bacchanal Buffet (Caesars Palace)

Price Range: $$$-$$$$

Signature Items: Wagyu beef, prime rib, made-to-order desserts
Notable Feature: Over 500 dishes from nine globally-inspired kitchens
Address: 3570 S Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89109

Phone: (702) 731-7928

Website: caesars.com/caesars-palace/restaurants/bacchanal-buffet

The Buffet at Wynn

Price Range: $$$-$$$$

Signature Items: Made-to-order crepes, prime rib, king crab legs
Notable Feature: Upscale ambiance with fresh floral displays
Address: 3131 S Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89109

Phone: (702) 770-3340

Website: wynnlasvegas.com/dining/casual-dining/the-buffet
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Wicked Spoon (The Cosmopolitan)

Price Range: $$$-$$$$

Signature Items: Bone marrow, individually plated small portions
Notable Feature: Upscale buffet with unique individually plated items
Address: 3708 S Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89109

Phone: (702) 698-7870

Website: cosmopolitanlasvegas.com/restaurants/wicked-spoon

Pro Tip: For the best buffet experience, go for brunch (typically served until 2-3 PM) rather than dinner. You'll
get a mix of breakfast and lunch items along with many dinner options, all at a lower price point.

Breakfast & Brunch Spots

Bouchon (The Venetian)

Price Range: $$3

Signature Dishes: French toast, quiche, chicken and waffles

Notable Feature: Thomas Keller's French bistro with outdoor pool view
Address: 3355 S Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89109

Phone: (702) 414-6200

Website: venetianlasvegas.com/restaurants/bouchon.html

Mon Ami Gabi (Paris)

Price Range: $3-$$$

Signature Dishes: Eggs Benedict, French toast, quiche Lorraine
Notable Feature: Strip-side patio for people watching
Address: 3655 S Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89109
Phone: (702) 944-4224

Website: monamigabi.com/las-vegas

Sadelle's (Bellagio)

Price Range: $$$

Signature Dishes: Tower of bagels and smoked fish, sticky buns
Notable Feature: New York-style cuisine in a beautiful atrium setting
Address: 3600 S Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89109

Phone: (702) 693-8401

Website: bellagio.mgmresorts.com/en/restaurants/sadelles.html

Eggslut (The Cosmopolitan)

Price Range: $$

Signature Dishes: The Slut (coddled egg), Gaucho sandwich

Notable Feature: Cult-favorite egg sandwiches with frequently long lines
Address: 3708 S Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89109

Phone: (702) 698-7000

Website: cosmopolitanlasvegas.com/restaurants/egg-slut

Pro Tip: Most popular breakfast spots see peak crowds between 9-11 AM. Go before 8§ AM or after noon for the
shortest wait times, especially on weekends.

Late-Night Eats

Secret Pizza (The Cosmopolitan)

Price Range: $

Signature Dishes: New York-style pizza by the slice

Notable Feature: Hidden pizzeria with no signage on the third floor
Address: 3708 S Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89109
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Location Tip: Level 3, unmarked hallway lined with record covers
Hours: Until 4 AM weekdays, 5 AM weekends

The Peppermill Restaurant & Fireside Lounge

Price Range: $$

Signature Dishes: Fruit plate, steak and eggs, nachos

Notable Feature: Retro 24/7 restaurant and lounge with neon lights
Address: 2985 S Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89109

Phone: (702) 735-4177

Website: peppermilllasvegas.com

Hours: 24/7

The Henry (The Cosmopolitan)

Price Range: $$

Signature Dishes: Short rib benedict, chicken pot pie
Notable Feature: Upscale comfort food 24/7

Address: 3708 S Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89109
Phone: (702) 698-7980

Website: cosmopolitanlasvegas.com/restaurants/the-henry
Hours: 24/7

Tacos El Gordo

Price Range: $

Signature Dishes: Adobada (marinated pork) tacos, carne asada fries
Notable Feature: Authentic Tijuana-style tacos with cult following
Address: 3049 S Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89109

Phone: (702) 982-5420

Website: tacoselgordobc.com

Hours: Until 2 AM weekdays, 4 AM weekends

Pro Tip: After 2 AM, casino restaurants like Grand Lux Café (Venetian/Palazzo) and Citizens Kitchen (Mandalay
Bay) often have special late-night menus with reduced prices.

Craft Cocktail Bars

The Chandelier (The Cosmopolitan)

Price Range: $3-$$$

Signature Drink: Verbena (not on menu)—ask for it specifically
Notable Feature: Multi-story bar encased in a giant crystal chandelier
Address: 3708 S Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89109

Phone: (702) 698-7979

Website: cosmopolitanlasvegas.com/lounges-bars/the-chandelier

Rosina (The Venetian)

Price Range: $$-$$$

Signature Drinks: Classic cocktails, champagne call button
Notable Feature: Champagne call button on wall for instant refills
Address: 3355 S Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89109

Phone: (702) 414-1000

Website: venetianlasvegas.com/restaurants/rosina.html

Ghost Donkey (The Cosmopolitan)

Price Range: $$
Signature Drinks: Mezcal-focused cocktails, spicy margaritas
Notable Feature: Hidden mezcal bar with speakeasy vibe
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Address: 3708 S Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89109
Phone: (702) 698-7000

Website: cosmopolitanlasvegas.com/lounges-bars/ghost-donkey
Location Tip: Hidden door near Block 16 food hall

Skyfall Lounge (Delano)

Price Range: $3-$$$

Signature Drinks: 360 Degree, Champagne Supernova

Notable Feature: Panoramic views of Las Vegas from the 64th floor
Address: 3940 S Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89119

Phone: (702) 632-7575

Website: delanolasvegas.mgmresorts.com/en/nightlife/skyfall-lounge.html

Pro Tip: Many craft cocktail bars offer "bartender's choice" options. Tell them spirits you enjoy and flavor profiles
you prefer, and they'll create something custom for you.

Whiskey & Bourbon Bars

The Whisky Down (MGM Grand)

Price Range: $$-$$$

Signature Drinks: Rare bourbon flights, whiskey cocktails

Notable Feature: Gaming tables and hundreds of whiskeys

Address: 3799 S Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89109

Phone: (702) 891-7777

Website: mgmgrand.mgmresorts.com/en/nightlife/whiskey-down.html

Delmonico Steakhouse Bar (The Venetian)

Price Range: $3-$$$

Signature Drinks: Vintage whiskeys, "library of whiskey"
Notable Feature: One of the largest whiskey collections in the U.S.
Address: 3355 S Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89109

Phone: (702) 414-3737

Website: emerilsrestaurants.com/delmonico-steakhouse

Pro Tip: Ask about whiskey flights, which offer smaller pours of 3-4 different spirits for sampling. This is a great
way to try expensive or rare whiskeys without committing to a full pour.

Downtown & Fremont Street

Downtown Dining Standouts

Oscar's Steakhouse (Plaza Hotel)

Price Range: $$$

Signature Dishes: Bone-in ribeye, Joey C's Filet, crab cakes

Notable Feature: Former mayor Oscar Goodman's steakhouse with mob stories
Address: 1 S Main St, Las Vegas, NV 89101

Phone: (702) 386-7227

Website: oscarslv.com

Hugo's Cellar (Four Queens)

Price Range: $$$

Cuisine: Continental

Signature Dishes: Tableside salad, Chateaubriand for two, cherries jubilee
Notable Feature: Old Vegas classic where every woman receives a rose
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Address: 202 E Fremont St, Las Vegas, NV 89101
Phone: (702) 385-4011
Website: hugoscellar.com

Carson Kitchen

Price Range: $$

Cuisine: Modern American

Signature Dishes: Bacon jam, butter burger, crispy chicken skins

Notable Feature: Late celebrity chef Kerry Simon's downtown hotspot with rooftop patio
Address: 124 S 6th St #100, Las Vegas, NV 89101

Phone: (702) 473-9523

Website: carsonkitchen.com

Andiamo Italian Steakhouse (The D)

Price Range: $$3

Signature Dishes: Tomahawk ribeye, house-made pasta, tableside Caesar
Notable Feature: Detroit-based Italian steakhouse with old-world charm
Address: 301 E Fremont St, Las Vegas, NV §9101

Phone: (702) 388-2220

Website: thed.com/dining/andiamo-steakhouse

Pro Tip: Downtown restaurants typically offer better value than comparable Strip venues. You'll find similar
quality food at 20-30% lower prices, especially for steakhouses.

Downtown Breakfast & Casual Options

eat.

Price Range: $$

Signature Dishes: Cinnamon biscuits, deviled eggs, shrimp & grits
Notable Feature: Chef Natalie Young's popular breakfast and lunch spot
Address: 707 Carson Ave, Las Vegas, NV 89101

Phone: (702) 534-1515

Website: eatdtlv.com

Pizza Rock

Price Range: $$

Signature Dishes: Award-winning pizzas in various styles (Napoletana, New York, Detroit)
Notable Feature: Rock n' roll-themed pizzeria with multiple pizza styles

Address: 201 N 3rd St, Las Vegas, NV 89101

Phone: (702) 385-0838

Website: pizzarocklasvegas.com

The Smashed Pig Gastropub

Price Range: $$

Signature Dishes: Fish & chips, smashed burgers, craft beer selection
Notable Feature: British-inspired pub with comfort food

Address: 509 E Fremont St, Las Vegas, NV 89101

Phone: (702) 444-7816

Website: smashedpig.com

Pro Tip: Many Downtown restaurants offer "Industry Nights" with special pricing for hospitality workers—but
they rarely check for actual industry credentials.
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Downtown Bars & Lounges

Downtown Cocktail Room

Price Range: $$

Signature Drinks: Seasonal craft cocktails with creative ingredients
Notable Feature: Speakeasy vibe with revolving menu

Address: 111 Las Vegas Blvd S, Las Vegas, NV 89101

Phone: (702) 880-3696

Website: downtowncocktailroom.com

Commonwealth

Price Range: $$

Signature Drinks: Classic and craft cocktails, extensive beer selection

Notable Feature: Rooftop deck with skyline views and secret speakeasy (The Laundry Room)
Address: 525 E Fremont St, Las Vegas, NV 89101

Phone: (702) 798-7000

Website: commonwealthlv.com

Atomic Liquors

Price Range: $

Signature Drinks: Craft beers, classic cocktails

Notable Feature: Las Vegas' oldest freestanding bar, established 1952
Address: 917 E Fremont St, Las Vegas, NV 89101

Phone: (702) 982-3000

Website: atomicvegas.com

The Underground (Mob Museum)

Price Range: $$

Signature Drinks: Prohibition-era cocktails, house-distilled moonshine
Notable Feature: Speakeasy inside the Mob Museum with working distillery
Address: 300 Stewart Ave, Las Vegas, NV 89101

Phone: (702) 229-2734

Website: themobmuseum.org/exhibits/the-underground

Pro Tip: For The Laundry Room speakeasy, text "LAUNDRY" to 702-701-1466 to request a reservation time. It's
worth planning ahead for this exceptional cocktail experience.

Off-Strip Neighborhoods

Chinatown

Just a few minutes west of the Strip on Spring Mountain Road, Las Vegas' Chinatown offers an incredible array of
authentic Asian cuisine.

Lotus of Siam

Price Range: $$

Cuisine: Northern Thai

Signature Dishes: Nam kao tod (crispy rice), garlic prawns, Issan sausage
Notable Feature: James Beard-winning chef's authentic Northern Thai
Address: 620 E Flamingo Rd, Las Vegas, NV 89119 (East location)
Phone: (702) 735-3033

Website: lotusofsiamlv.com

Raku
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Price Range: $$$

Cuisine: Japanese [zakaya

Signature Dishes: Agedashi tofu, robata grilled items, house-made tofu
Notable Feature: James Beard-nominated Japanese grill

Address: 5030 Spring Mountain Rd, Las Vegas, NV 89146

Phone: (702) 367-3511

Website: raku-grill.com

Sparrow + Wolf

Price Range: $3$$

Cuisine: Modern American

Signature Dishes: Chinatown Clams Casino, Lamb Neck Gnocchi
Notable Feature: Chef-driven seasonal cuisine with wood-fired cooking
Address: 4480 Spring Mountain Rd, Las Vegas, NV 89102

Phone: (702) 790-2147

Website: sparrowandwolflv.com

Pro Tip: Las Vegas' Chinatown Plaza is just the beginning—the district stretches for miles along Spring Mountain
Road with hundreds of restaurants representing cuisines from across Asia.

Arts District & Downtown Adjacent

Esther's Kitchen

Price Range: $$

Cuisine: Italian

Signature Dishes: House-made pastas, sourdough bread service
Notable Feature: Chef James Trees' seasonal Italian "pasta shop"
Address: 1130 S Casino Center Blvd #110, Las Vegas, NV 89104
Phone: (702) 570-7864

Website: estherslv.com

Good Pie

Price Range: $

Cuisine: Pizza

Signature Dishes: Detroit-style pizza, Brooklyn, Grandma pies
Notable Feature: Multiple regional pizza styles in one restaurant
Address: 1212 S Main St, Las Vegas, NV 89104

Phone: (702) 844-2700

Website: thegoodpie.com

Cornish Pasty Co.

Price Range: $

Cuisine: British

Signature Dishes: Traditional pasties, Oggie, Royale with Cheese
Notable Feature: Traditional and creative British pasties in pub setting
Address: 10 E Charleston Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89104

Phone: (702) 862-4538

Website: cornishpastyco.com

Pro Tip: The Arts District has become Vegas' craft beer hub. Plan a self-guided brewery tour hitting HUDL
Brewing, Nevada Brew Works, and Able Baker Brewing all within walking distance.

Summerlin & West Las Vegas

Honey Salt
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Price Range: $$

Cuisine: Farm-to-table American

Signature Dishes: Biloxi buttermilk fried chicken, turkey meatballs

Notable Feature: Elizabeth Blau's neighborhood restaurant with seasonal ingredients
Address: 1031 S Rampart Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89145

Phone: (702) 445-6100

Website: honeysalt.com

La Strega

Price Range: $$

Cuisine: Italian

Signature Dishes: House-made pastas, seasonal Italian specialties
Notable Feature: Chef Gina Marinelli's upscale local Italian favorite
Address: 3555 S Town Center Dr #105, Las Vegas, NV 89135
Phone: (702) 722-2099

Website: lastregalv.com

Cleaver

Price Range: $$3

Cuisine: Steakhouse

Signature Dishes: 40+ oz tomahawk steaks, lobster mac & cheese

Notable Feature: Butcher-themed steakhouse with half-price steaks late night
Address: 3900 Paradise Rd, Las Vegas, NV 89169

Phone: (702) 538-9888

Website: cleaverlasvegas.com

Pro Tip: Many Summerlin restaurants offer "reverse happy hours" starting at 9 PM with excellent late-night food
and drink specials designed for hospitality workers finishing their shifts.

Henderson

Hank's Fine Steaks & Martinis (Green Valley Ranch)

Price Range: $$$

Cuisine: Steakhouse

Signature Dishes: Dry-aged cuts, seafood tower, tableside Caesar
Notable Feature: Live entertainment and extensive martini menu
Address: 2300 Paseo Verde Pkwy, Henderson, NV 89052

Phone: (702) 617-7515

Website: greenvalleyranch.com/restaurants/hanks-fine-steaks-martinis

Kitchen Table

Price Range: $$

Cuisine: Breakfast/Brunch

Signature Dishes: Monkey bread, short rib benedict, churro waftles
Notable Feature: Chef-driven brunch spot with seasonal specialties
Address: 1716 W Horizon Ridge Pkwy #100, Henderson, NV 89012
Phone: (702) 478-4782

Website: kitchentablelv.com

Todd's Unique Dining

Price Range: $$$

Cuisine: New American

Signature Dishes: Goat cheese won tons, seafood specials

Notable Feature: Long-running local favorite with creative menu
Address: 4350 E Sunset Rd, Henderson, NV 89014
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Phone: (702) 259-8633
Website: toddsunique.com

Pro Tip: Henderson's dining scene is often overlooked by tourists, but locals know it offers excellent value
compared to Strip restaurants with the same quality—particularly for steakhouses and seafood.

Local Favorites & Hidden Gems

These beloved spots may require a bit more effort to reach, but locals swear they're worth the trip.

Herbs & Rye

Price Range: $3$$

Cuisine: American/Steakhouse

Signature Dishes: Steaks, pasta dishes

Notable Feature: Industry favorite with half-price steaks during happy hour
Address: 3713 W Sahara Ave, Las Vegas, NV 89102

Phone: (702) 982-8036

Website: herbsandrye.com

The Black Sheep

Price Range: $$

Cuisine: Vietnamese American

Signature Dishes: Lamb satay dumplings, salmon skin tacos

Notable Feature: Chef Jamie Tran's Vietnamese-American neighborhood gem
Address: 8680 W Warm Springs Rd, Las Vegas, NV 89148

Phone: (702) 954-3998

Website: blacksheepvegas.com

Weiss Deli

Price Range: $

Cuisine: Jewish Deli

Signature Dishes: Pastrami, matzo ball soup, bagels and lox

Notable Feature: Authentic East Coast-style Jewish deli in the desert
Address: 2744 N Green Valley Pkwy, Henderson, NV 89014

Phone: (702) 451-0222

Website: weissdeli.com

Peppermill Restaurant & Lounge

Price Range: $$

Cuisine: American

Signature Dishes: Fruit plate, nachos, steak and eggs

Notable Feature: Iconic Vegas restaurant seen in movies like "Casino"
Address: 2985 S Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89109

Phone: (702) 735-4177

Website: peppermilllasvegas.com

Other Mama

Price Range: $$$

Cuisine: Seafood/Japanese

Signature Dishes: Oysters, poke, ceviche, craft cocktails

Notable Feature: Chef-owned seafood spot popular with off-duty chefs
Address: 3655 S Durango Dr #6, Las Vegas, NV 89147

Phone: (702) 463-8382

Website: othermamalv.com
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Bootlegger Bistro

Price Range: $$

Cuisine: Italian

Signature Dishes: Meatballs, lasagna, chicken parmesan

Notable Feature: Old-school Vegas Italian open 24/7 with entertainment
Address: 7700 S Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89123

Phone: (702) 736-4939

Website: bootleggerlasvegas.com

Pro Tip: Ask taxi and rideshare drivers where they eat—they often know the best-value authentic restaurants away
from tourist areas.

Craft Beer & Brewery Scene

Las Vegas has developed an impressive craft beer scene in recent years, with local breweries winning national
awards.

Crafthaus Brewery

Price Range: $

Signature Beers: Evocation Saison, Comrade Russian Imperial Stout
Notable Feature: Community-focused craft brewery with taproom
Address: 7350 Eastgate Rd #110, Henderson, NV 89011

Phone: (702) 462-5934

Website: crafthausbrewery.com

Able Baker Brewing

Price Range: $

Signature Beers: Atomic Duck IPA, Chris Kael Impale'd Ale
Notable Feature: Atomic testing-themed brewery with food menu
Address: 1510 S Main St, Las Vegas, NV 89104

Phone: (702) 479-6355

Website: ablebaker.beer

Tenaya Creek Brewery

Price Range: $

Signature Beers: Bonanza Brown Ale, Hauling Oats

Notable Feature: Long-running local brewery with spacious taproom
Address: 831 W Bonanza Rd, Las Vegas, NV 89106

Phone: (702) 362-7335

Website: tenayacreek.com

HUDL Brewing Company

Price Range: $

Signature Beers: Vanilla Porter, Irish Red

Notable Feature: Arts District brewery with family-friendly vibe
Address: 1327 S Main St #100, Las Vegas, NV 89104

Phone: (702) 748-3322

Website: hudlbrewing.com

Pro Tip: Many local breweries offer flights (4-6 small pours) for around $10-12, letting you sample multiple
beers. Most also offer crowlers (32 oz cans) to take back to your hotel.
Speakeasies & Secret Bars

Las Vegas has embraced the speakeasy trend with several hidden bars that require a bit of insider knowledge to
find.
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The Laundry Room

Price Range: $$$

Signature Drinks: Custom craft cocktails based on preferences
Notable Feature: Hidden inside Commonwealth, reservation only
Address: 525 E Fremont St, Las Vegas, NV 89101

Reservations: Text "LAUNDRY" to 702-701-1466

Website: thelaundryromlv.com

The Barbershop Cuts & Cocktails (The Cosmopolitan)

Price Range: $$3

Signature Drinks: Whiskey-focused cocktails, rare spirits

Notable Feature: Enter through functional barbershop, find the janitor's door
Address: 3708 S Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89109

Phone: (702) 698-7434

Website: cosmopolitanlasvegas.com/lounges-bars/the-barbershop

Ghost Donkey (The Cosmopolitan)

Price Range: $$
Signature Drinks: Mezcal and tequila craft cocktails

Notable Feature: Mexican-inspired hidden mezcal bar
kek

## Weather & Geography

- Las Vegas receives less than 4.2 inches of rain annually, making it one of the driest cities in the US.

- The highest temperature ever recorded in Las Vegas was 118°F (47.8°C) in July 2005 and July 2021.

- Las Vegas sits in a basin within the Mojave Desert, surrounded by mountain ranges on all sides.

- Despite being in the desert, Las Vegas has experienced snow multiple times, with the largest snowfall
of 9 inches recorded in January 1949.

- The water level at Lake Mead, Las Vegas's primary water source, has dropped more than 130 feet
since 2000 due to drought.

- Mt. Charleston, just 35 miles from the Strip, receives enough snowfall for skiing in the winter months.

- The Las Vegas Valley sits at an elevation of around 2,000 feet above sea level.

- Red Rock Canyon, just 15 miles west of Las Vegas, features 3,000-foot red sandstone cliffs.

- Las Vegas averages 310 sunny days per year.
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Chapter 8

Meeting People in Las Vegas

While Las Vegas is famous for its casinos, shows, and attractions, the city also offers incredible opportunities for
social connections. Whether you're traveling solo, looking to expand your network, or seeking romantic possibilities,
this chapter will guide you through the best places and strategies for meeting people in Sin City.

Dating in Las Vegas

Las Vegas creates a unique dating environment where tourists and locals mingle, offering experiences that range
from fleeting vacation romances to meaningful connections.

Best Dating Apps for Vegas

Tinder
Best for: Quick connections, meeting both tourists and locals
Vegas Tips:
e Set your distance radius based on your goals: 1-3 miles for Strip tourists, 5+ miles for locals
e Peak usage occurs Thursday-Sunday evenings
e Be transparent about whether you're visiting or local
e The "Passport" feature allows you to match with people in Vegas before arriving

Bumble
Best for: Meeting professionals who live in Las Vegas
Vegas Tips:
e Use the "recently moved" or "local guide" tags if applicable
e Weekday evenings and Sunday afternoons see the most activity
e Local neighborhoods like Summerlin and Henderson have more permanent residents
e BumbleBizz can be useful for professional networking

Hinge
Best for: Relationship-minded locals
Vegas Tips:
e Tends to attract more Vegas residents than tourists
e Mention favorite local spots to signal you're a resident
¢ Conversation prompts make breaking the ice easier
App Usage Tips Specific to Vegas:
o Update your location regularly if you're moving between hotels
e Be clear about your length of stay if you're a tourist
e Be aware of escort services, which are common on Vegas dating apps
e Use video chat before meeting to verify identity
e Consider mentioning your occupation (visitors often make assumptions about locals)
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Social Bars & Lounges for Meeting People

The Dorsey (Venetian)

Social Factor: Upscale cocktail lounge with library section and communal seating

Crowd Type: Sophisticated cocktail enthusiasts, 30s-50s

Best Time: Thursday-Saturday, 9-11pm

Price Range: $$3

Pro Tip: The library couches create natural group interactions and are perfect for striking up conversations.

Commonwealth (Downtown)

Social Factor: Multi-level venue with rooftop and various conversation areas

Crowd Type: Mix of locals and tourists, generally 20s-30s

Best Time: Thursday-Saturday, 11pm-lam

Cover Charge: $0-20 depending on night

Pro Tip: The rooftop is significantly easier for conversation than the main floor, offering beautiful views of
downtown Vegas.

Clique Bar & Lounge (Cosmopolitan)

Social Factor: Central bar with games and shared seating areas

Crowd Type: Mix of tourists and locals, 20s-40s

Best Time: Friday-Saturday, 8-11pm

Price Range: $$$

Pro Tip: The tableside mixology service creates natural conversation starters as you can comment on other
people's creative cocktails.

Gold Spike (Downtown)

Social Factor: Adult playground with games and interactive elements

Crowd Type: Casual tourists and locals, predominantly 20s-30s

Best Time: Thursday-Saturday, 9pm-midnight

Price Range: $

Pro Tip: The outdoor games area creates natural interaction opportunities—join a group playing giant Jenga or
cornhole to meet new people.

Ghost Donkey (The Cosmopolitan)

Social Factor: Hidden mezcal bar with intimate setting

Crowd Type: In-the-know visitors and locals, 25-45

Best Time: Thursday-Saturday evenings

Price Range: $$

Pro Tip: This hidden speakeasy is tucked behind a door near Block 16 food hall. The small space naturally
encourages cOnversation among patrons.

Skyfall Lounge (Delano)

Social Factor: Panoramic views create natural conversation starters

Crowd Type: More sophisticated visitors and locals, 30s-50s

Best Time: Sunset hours and Thursday evenings

Price Range: $$$

Pro Tip: The transition time when day turns to night brings the most mingling as people comment on the
spectacular views of the Strip.

Unique Dating Spots

Helicopter Rides

Why It Works: The shared excitement and spectacular views create an immediate bond
Price: $100-300 per person
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Reservation Required: Yes, book 1-2 weeks in advance
Duration: 15-90 minutes depending on tour package

High Roller at The LINQ

Why It Works: The "Happy Half Hour" option includes an open bar in your pod

Price: $40-60 per person

Reservation Required: No, but recommended for evening rides

Duration: 30-minute revolution

Pro Tip: Go at sunset for the most romantic timing with both daylight and nighttime views.

Neon Museum

Why It Works: Fascinating Vegas history tour that sparks conversation

Price: $20-30 per person

Reservation Required: Yes, especially for night tours

Duration: 1 hour guided tour

Pro Tip: The night tour offers spectacular illuminated signs and a more romantic atmosphere.

Vegas Foodie Tours

Why It Works: Shared culinary experiences create natural bonding

Price: $125-200 per person

Reservation Required: Yes, 1-3 days in advance

Duration: 2.5-3 hours

Best Options: Lip Smacking Foodie Tours or Secret Food Tours Las Vegas

Pool Scenes for Socializing

Las Vegas pools range from wild party scenes to relaxed environments, each offering different social
opportunities.

Top Pool Parties for Meeting People

Encore Beach Club (Wynn/Encore)

Social Vibe: Premier dayclub with A-list DJs and energetic crowd

Best For Meeting: Young professionals and EDM enthusiasts

Entry Cost: $30-75 for men, $20-60 for women (dramatically higher during events)

Best Time: Friday-Sunday, noon-4pm

Pro Tip: Arrive before noon for easier entry and better mingling opportunities. The peripheral seating areas
offer the best balance of social atmosphere and ability to hold conversations.

Wet Republic (MGM Grand)

Social Vibe: High-energy atmosphere with multiple pools and celebrity sightings

Best For Meeting: Trendy party-goers and bachelor/bachelorette groups

Entry Cost: $20-100+ depending on events

Best Time: Saturday events with well-known DJs

Pro Tip: The lounge chairs near (but not in) the center action area offer the best mingling-to-comfort ratio.

Marquee Dayclub (The Cosmopolitan)

Social Vibe: Sophisticated yet energetic with multiple pool areas

Best For Meeting: Upscale international visitors and young professionals

Entry Cost: $20-60 standard, more for special events

Best Time: Sunday afternoon parties

Pro Tip: The dome covering makes it operational during occasional rain, giving it an advantage over other
dayclubs.

Drai's Beach Club (The Cromwell)



Social Vibe: Rooftop pool with hip-hop focus and stunning views

Best For Meeting: Hip-hop fans and those seeking a diverse crowd

Entry Cost: $20-50 general admission

Best Time: Sunday afternoon "LIT" parties

Pro Tip: The perimeter bar areas are best for starting conversations while still enjoying the music and
atmosphere.

More Relaxed Social Pools

For those seeking a more conversational atmosphere without the intense party scene:

GO Pool (Flamingo)

Social Vibe: Adults-only pool with entertainment but less intensity than dayclubs

Best For Meeting: Mix of tourists from varied demographics

Entry Cost: Free for hotel guests, $15-25 for non-guests

Best Time: Weekends 11am-4pm

Pro Tip: The central circular bar is the best mingling spot with constant traffic and natural conversation
opportunities.

Stadium Swim (Circa Downtown)

Social Vibe: Sports-focused multi-level pool amphitheater

Best For Meeting: Sports enthusiasts and downtown visitors

Entry Cost: $20-60 depending on events

Best Time: During major sporting events

Pro Tip: The upper level pools tend to be more social than the main pool, offering better views and a slightly
older crowd.

Boulevard Pool (The Cosmopolitan)

Social Vibe: Relaxed-yet-social pool overlooking the Strip

Best For Meeting: Sophisticated travelers in their 20s-40s

Entry Cost: Free for hotel guests, $20-30 for non-guests

Best Time: Afternoons and "Dive-In Movies" nights

Pro Tip: The communal daybeds often end up with mixed groups and create natural social opportunities.

Liquid Pool Lounge (ARIA)

Social Vibe: Upscale, smaller pool with attentive service

Best For Meeting: Sophisticated professionals and luxury travelers

Entry Cost: Free for ARIA guests, $20-40 for others

Best Time: Friday and Saturday afternoons

Pro Tip: The intimate size makes conversation easier than at larger pools, and the crowd tends to be more social.

Pool Etiquette & Social Strategies
Do's:
e Respect physical space, especially in crowded pools
e Start with contextual conversation rather than direct pickup lines
e Use communal areas like swim-up bars and game spaces as natural mingling zones
e Offer to watch belongings briefly while someone swims to start conversation
e Join pool games and activities for natural interaction

e Don't be overly aggressive or intrusive in your approach
e Avoid excessive alcohol that impairs judgment

e Don't hover around groups that clearly want privacy

e Never take photos of others without permission



e Don't try to join cabanas or daybeds you haven't paid for

Pro Tip: Keep alcohol consumption moderate to maintain good judgment. The combination of heat, sun, and
alcohol can impair decision-making more rapidly than expected.

Daytime Social Activities

Meeting people doesn't have to happen at night or at pools—Las Vegas offers abundant daytime opportunities for
social connections.

Brunch Socials

LAVO Party Brunch (The Venetian)

Vibe: Upscale restaurant that transforms into a dayclub atmosphere

Best Time: Saturday 12-6pm

Price Range: $$$ (Expect $50+ per person for food, plus drinks)

Why It's Social: Communal tables, champagne presentations, dancing on tables permitted

Pro Tip: Reservations are essential, and requesting a communal or bar seating maximizes social opportunities.

STK Brunch (The Cosmopolitan)

Vibe: Steakhouse-turned-brunch spot with DJ and lively atmosphere

Best Time: Sunday 11am-3pm

Price Range: $$$ (Brunch packages from $50)

Why It's Social: Bar dining, energetic atmosphere, mix of tourists and locals

Pro Tip: The bar area offers the most social experience compared to private tables.

Border Grill Unlimited Tapas Brunch (Mandalay Bay)

Vibe: Unlimited small plates in a vibrant setting

Best Time: Saturday and Sunday 10am-3pm

Price Range: $$ ($40-50 per person, unlimited small plates)

Why It's Social: Sharing dishes creates natural conversation, patio seating promotes mingling
Pro Tip: The outdoor patio offers Strip views and a more social environment than indoor seating.

Group Tours & Experiences

Lip Smacking Foodie Tours

Experience: Group culinary tours of Strip or Downtown restaurants

Social Factor: Shared tables and communal dining

Cost: $125-225

Website: vegasfoodietour.com

Why It Works for Meeting People: You'll visit 4-5 restaurants with a small group, sharing food and
conversation over several hours.

Pink Jeep Tours

Experience: Small group excursions to Grand Canyon, Valley of Fire, etc.

Social Factor: Shared adventure and transportation for 6-8 hours

Cost: $99-299

Website: pinkadventuretours.com

Why It Works for Meeting People: The extended time together in a small group creates natural bonds through
shared experiences.

Vegas Pub Crawler

Experience: Pedal-powered group bar crawl through downtown
Social Factor: Team effort and shared experience
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Cost: $39-59

Website: vegaspubcrawler.com

Why It Works for Meeting People: The collaborative effort of pedaling the vehicle creates instant camaraderie
as you visit multiple bars.

Areal5 Experiences

Experience: Immersive art installations, interactive exhibits, and unique bars

Social Factor: Shared wonderment and photo opportunities

Cost: Free entry, $20-45 for specific attractions like Omega Mart or Meow Wolf

Website: areal5.com

Why It Works for Meeting People: The unusual environment creates natural conversation starters as people
react to the installations.

Classes & Workshops

Mixology Classes

Where: The Venetian, Bellagio, and various bars

Social Factor: Partner activities and tastings

Cost: $75-150

Duration: 1-2 hours

Why It Works: The interactive nature of making drinks creates natural conversation opportunities.

Cooking Classes

Where: Multiple locations including Caesar's, community centers

Social Factor: Team cooking and shared dining

Cost: $89-150

Duration: 2-3 hours

Why It Works: Cooking side by side and then enjoying the meal together builds quick connections.

Art Classes at Painting with a Twist

Where: Multiple locations off-Strip

Social Factor: Side-by-side creativity with wine

Cost: $35-55

Duration: 2-3 hours

Why It Works: The relaxed atmosphere with wine and creativity reduces social barriers.

Local Community Events

For those seeking deeper connections beyond the tourist scene, Las Vegas has a thriving local community with
regular events.

First Friday Arts District

What: Monthly arts and cultural festival with food trucks, galleries, and live music

Where: Downtown Arts District, centered around Charleston and Main

When: First Friday of each month, 5-11pm

Cost: Free entry

Why It's Great for Meeting People: The relaxed, walkable environment with art as conversation starters creates
natural social opportunities. Locals heavily attend this event.

Pro Tip: The area between Main Street and Casino Center has the highest concentration of galleries and social
spaces.
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Downtown Walking Tours

What: Guided exploration of Vegas history and architecture

Where: Starting points vary

Cost: Free-$30

Duration: 1-2 hours

Organizations: Vegas Valley Tours, Fremont Street Experience

Why It Works for Meeting People: The shared interest in local culture and history creates easy conversation
topics in a small group setting.

Vegas Young Professionals Mixers

What: Networking events with social components

Where: Rotating upscale venues throughout Vegas

When: Monthly, typically weekday evenings

Website: vegasyp.com

Cost: $10-20 for non-members

Why It Works for Meeting People: These events are specifically designed for connection, with name tags and
structured networking activities.

Geeks Who Drink Trivia

What: Pub quiz competitions at various venues

Where: Various bars including Crown & Anchor, PT's Pubs

When: Different venues on different nights

Website: geckswhodrink.com

Cost: Free to participate (just buy drinks/food)

Why It Works: Teams are often looking for extra members, and the competitive yet fun atmosphere creates
natural bonding.

Singles Events & Mixers

Las Vegas offers organized events specifically designed for singles to meet in structured, comfortable
environments.

Singles Mixers

The Cosmopolitan Matchmaker Mixers

What: Curated singles events at Cosmopolitan venues

When: Monthly, typically on Thursdays

Cost: $50-75 including drinks

Pro Tip: Check the Cosmopolitan events calendar or ask the concierge for upcoming dates.

Mix & Mingle Events at Commonwealth

What: Age-grouped singles nights with ice-breakers

When: Bi-weekly on Wednesdays

Cost: $20-30 with complimentary drink

Pro Tip: These events often have themed nights that attract different crowds.

Speed Dating

MyCheekyDate

What: Upscale speed dating in rotating venue formats
When: Twice monthly, typically weeknights
Website: mycheekydate.com for Vegas events
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Cost: $35-45
Pro Tip: These events tend to attract professionals and are more sophisticated than typical speed dating.

Speed Vegas Dating

What: Themed speed dating events (professionals, age-specific, etc.)

When: Weekly rotating themes

Website: speedvegasdating.com

Cost: $25-40

Pro Tip: Look for industry-specific nights that align with your interests for better compatibility.

Social Tips & Etiquette

For Tourists:
¢ Be upfront about your tourist status and length of stay
o Consider hotel security when inviting someone to your room
e Suggest meeting in public casino areas first before private spaces
e Be wary of people suspiciously eager to visit high-end clubs/restaurants on your tab
e Remember that locals often have misconceptions about tourists' intentions

For Locals:
e Specify whether you're interested in meeting other locals or open to tourists
e Suggest oft-Strip venues to filter for other locals
e Be prepared for frequent "new person" cycles if dating in tourist-heavy industries
e Consider dating in Henderson, Summerlin, or other residential areas for more stability
e Be clear about your work schedule if you work in hospitality/entertainment

General Safety Tips:
e Always meet in public places for first dates
e Tell a friend your date details and use location sharing
e Be cautious about heavy drinking on first dates
e  Watch your drinks being prepared
e Use rideshare services rather than accepting rides from new connections
e Trust your instincts if something feels off

Best Practices for Meeting People:
e Dress Well: Vegas is a city where fashion matters. Put effort into your outfit.
¢ Be Open & Approachable: Smile, start conversations, and have fun.
e Stay in Social Areas: Hang out at bars, lounges, or pool decks, not just your hotel room.
¢ Be Ready for Spontaneity: Vegas is full of last-minute invites and exclusive experiences.

e Use Your Concierge: Many high-end hotels offer VIP introductions & table service to help you meet
people.

e Join Mixed Tables: When gambling at craps or roulette, these community games naturally create social
bonds.

o Take a Seat at the Bar: Rather than tables, sitting at bars increases your chances of meeting others.
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The Vegas Social Experience

Las Vegas creates a unique social environment unlike anywhere else, where strangers from around the world mingle
freely, social barriers are lowered, and spontaneous connections happen regularly. Whether you're seeking new
friends, potential romantic partners, or just interesting conversations, the city offers endless opportunities to connect.

The key to successful socializing in Vegas is bringing a positive attitude, remaining open to new experiences, and
being willing to step outside your comfort zone. From luxury nightclubs to local coffee shops, poolside cabanas to
hiking trails, there's a social scene for every personality type and interest.

Remember that Vegas operates on its own schedule—nightlife runs until dawn, pool parties start before noon, and
somewhere in the city, there's always a social gathering happening, regardless of the hour. With the strategies and
venues outlined in this chapter, you're well-equipped to make memorable connections during your Vegas stay.

Pro Tip: The best connections often happen when you least expect them. While it's good to have a social plan,
sometimes the most memorable encounters happen spontaneously at a blackjack table, waiting for a show, or
standing in line for that famous Vegas buffet. Stay open to the possibilities.

## Food & Dining

- Las Vegas has more than 40 celebrity chef restaurants, including venues by Gordon Ramsay, Wolfgang
Puck, Bobby Flay, and Giada De Laurentiis.

- The average Las Vegas buffet serves approximately 4,000 people per day.

- Las Vegas has the highest concentration of master sommeliers in the United States.

- The Golden Gate Casino claims to have introduced the 50-cent shrimp cocktail to Las Vegas in 1959. It
became so popular that by 1991, they had sold over 30 million of them.

- Las Vegas is home to over 50 buffets, collectively serving approximately 60,000 meals daily.

- The Bacchanal Buffet at Caesars Palace offers over 500 different dishes daily.

- There are more than 3,000 restaurants in Las Vegas.

- Joel Robuchon at MGM Grand is the only Three Michelin Star restaurant to have operated in Las Vegas.

- Heart Attack Grill on Fremont Street offers free meals to customers weighing over 350 pounds and
features a hospital theme with "nurses" as waitstaff.
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Chapter 9

Vegas Insider Tips & Travel Hacks

Las Vegas rewards those in the know. While the average tourist pays full price and waits in lines, savvy visitors can
access VIP experiences at a fraction of the cost. This chapter reveals insider strategies for free drinks, hotel upgrades,
dining deals, and avoiding common tourist traps—helping you experience the best of Vegas without breaking the
bank.

Hotel Hacks & Room Upgrades

The ""$20 Trick" and Modern Variations

The famous "$20 Trick" (or "sandwich trick") remains one of Vegas' most effective hotel upgrade strategies:

Classic Method:
1. Place a $20-50 bill between your ID and credit card when checking in
2. Politely ask: "Are there any complimentary upgrades available?"
3. Success rates vary (40-70%) based on property, season, and availability

Digital-Era Variations:
1. Pre-arrival email: Contact the front desk manager 48-72 hours before arrival expressing excitement about
your stay and politely inquiring about upgrade possibilities
MyVEGAS rewards: Use free loyalty points from MyVEGAS app to secure guaranteed upgrades
3. Direct booking upgrade offers: Many hotels now send pre-arrival upgrade offers at discounted rates

Property-Specific Success Rates:
o Highest success: Older properties (Flamingo, Harrah's, Luxor, Excalibur)
e Moderate success: Mid-tier properties (MGM Grand, Park MGM, Mirage)
e Lower success: Luxury properties (Bellagio, Wynn, Venetian)

Pro Tip: The 320 trick works best when you're specific. Instead of asking for a general "upgrade," request
something specific like "a room on a higher floor with a Strip view" or "a newly renovated room."

Strategic Timing for Better Rooms

When you check in can dramatically affect your chances of an upgrade:

e Check in late afternoon (5-7 PM): Most assigned rooms have been distributed, and no-shows may create
availability of better rooms

e Midweek arrivals: Sunday-Tuesday check-ins typically have better upgrade potential
e Avoid peak periods: Major conventions, fight weekends, and holidays have minimal upgrade potential

Pro Tip: Arriving at off-peak check-in times (late afternoon/early evening) often means front desk staff have more
time to help accommodate special requests.
Hidden Room Request Strategies

Beyond standard upgrades, these specific room requests can significantly improve your stay:
e Corner rooms: Often 20-30% more spacious than standard rooms
¢ High floor, far from elevators: Quieter and typically better views
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e Strip view rooms one floor below club floors: Similar views without the premium price

Property-Specific Room Hacks:

e Cosmopolitan: Fountain view Terrace Studio rooms below the 50th floor often have better views than more
expensive options

¢ Planet Hollywood: "Resort Vista" rooms can have better Strip views than "Strip View" rooms
e  MGM Grand: West Wing rooms are significantly closer to the Strip than other room types

Pro Tip: Call the property directly 2-3 days before arrival (ask for Front Desk, not reservations) to make specific
room requests before your arrival is processed in their system.

Resort Fee Workarounds

Resort fees ($30-50/night) are difficult but not impossible to avoid:
e Caesars Rewards Diamond status = waived resort fees at all Caesars properties
e Comp rooms through casino play usually waive resort fees
e Status matching from other hotel loyalty programs can earn you fee waivers
¢ myVEGAS rewards app offers resort fee waivers as redemption options

Pro Tip: If you're staying multiple nights, ask if the front desk can "bundle" your resort fees as a single charge
rather than nightly. Some properties will accommodate this request, potentially saving you hundreds.

Free Drinks & Casino Comps

Casino Drink Strategies

Strategically get complimentary cocktails while minimizing gambling losses:

Video Poker at the Bar
e The most reliable free drink method
e Play minimum bet ($1-1.25/hand)
e Tip bartender $1-2 on first drink
e Play at a steady, moderate pace

e Best locations: Ellis Island, Casino Royale, Flamingo, Circus Circus

Table Games Drink Strategy
e Place minimum bets at craps or roulette (lowest house edge games)
e Tip cocktail waitress $1-2 per drink
e Order recognizable simple drinks (speeds service)
e Signal interest in placing bets even when waiting

Slot Machine Drink Service
e Service typically requires $20+ in play
e Machines closer to high-traffic paths get more frequent service
e Games with longer play cycles (video poker, video slots with features) provide better drink value
e  Order your next drink when current one is half-finished

Pro Tip: Ask for top-shelf liquor, many servers will oblige if you've tipped well on the first round. The difference
between well vodka and premium vodka often just requires asking politely.

Earning Comps Efficiently

Maximize player card benefits with minimal spending:
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¢ Always use your player's card for every minute of gambling

¢ Consolidate play at properties within the same family (MGM, Caesars)

e Play during slower periods for more attention from pit bosses

e Set small daily loss limits while maximizing card use

e Move up to $1 denomination slots for short periods to accelerate comp earning

Pro Tip: Visit the players club desk and ask what promotions they're running. Many casinos offer bonus point
multipliers on specific days or for playing certain machines.

Free Drink Locations Beyond Casinos

Non-gambling venues with complimentary beverages:
e Fashion Show Mall and Grand Canal Shoppes frequently offer free champagne during weekend events
e Art gallery openings in Caesars Forum and Venetian typically include complimentary wine
o Ellis Island brewery tours include free samples
e Downtown Grand lobby offers welcome drinks (5-7pm)
e The Cosmopolitan holds frequent loyalty events with complimentary drinks

Pro Tip: Many casino loyalty programs offer free drinks at specific bars just for showing your players card, even
if you haven't gambled yet.

Nightclub & Dayclub Access

Free Club Entry Methods

Access Vegas' famous nightlife without paying cover charges:
1. Use Online Guest Lists:
o Sites like NoCovers.com and FreeVegasClubPasses.com
o Promoters on social media (search venue hashtags)
o Requirements: Typically even ratio of men/women or more women
o Arrive: Before 10:30pm for nightclubs, before 12pm for dayclubs
2. Club-Specific Free Entry:
o XS/Encore Beach Club: Sign up for text alerts on their website
o Marquee: Ladies often free through their app
o Tao/Hakkasan Group: Join Tao Group email list for passes
o Zouk/Ayu: Look for "Industry Night" promotions
3. Hotel Guest Access:
o Many clubs offer free or discounted entry for guests staying at their property
o Show room key at door or inquire with concierge

Pro Tip: Always confirm your guest list spot day-of via text with the promoter. Guest lists can change based on
expected capacity and event type.

VIP Nightclub Access on a Budget

Experience bottle service and VIP treatment for less:
1. Table Sharing Services:
o Use apps like Discotech to join shared tables
o Cost: $75-150 per person vs. $1,000+ minimum spends
o Get bottle service experience without the full table minimum
2. Industry Nights:
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o Monday (Marquee), Tuesday (Omnia), Thursday (Tao/Drai's)
o Same clubs, DJs, experience with 50-75% lower minimums
o Locals-heavy crowd

3. Alternative Nights:
o Many headliner DJs do smaller pre-parties at lower-tier venues
o Follow artists on social media for announcements
o Significantly lower cover and drink prices

Pro Tip: For an affordable VIP experience, try lounges with table service instead of nightclubs. Venues like Clique
(Cosmopolitan) or Apex (Palms) offer a similar atmosphere with dramatically lower minimums.

Dayclub Strategy

Pool party access without premium pricing:

1. Early Arrival Benefits:
o Most clubs offer no cover before 11am-12pm
o Lounge chairs still available without rental fees
o Drink prices typically lower during opening hours

2. Cabana/Daybed Alternatives:
o Split large daybeds with 6-8 people ($100-200 per person vs. $2,000+ cabana minimums)
o Call club directly around 10-11am day-of for unsold inventory at discounted rates
o Book on questionable weather days for significant discounts

3. "Dayclub Lite" Options:
o Influence at LINQ, GO Pool at Flamingo, Boulevard Pool at Cosmopolitan
o Similar atmosphere with 30-50% lower costs
o Less crowded, easier to socialize

Pro Tip: For dayclubs, Thursdays often provide the perfect balance of party atmosphere and value. The vibes are
similar to weekends, but prices and crowds are much more manageable.

Dining Deals & Happy Hours

Buffet Optimization
Get maximum value from Las Vegas buffets:
1. Strategic Timing:
o Best value: Late breakfast/early lunch crossover (typically 10:30-11:00am)
o Worst value: Early dinner (5-6pm)
o Weekend brunch (especially at Wynn, Caesars, Wicked Spoon) offers best overall value
2. Top Value Buffets:
Wynn: Best overall quality-to-price ratio
Bacchanal (Caesars): Most diverse options but highest price
Wicked Spoon (Cosmopolitan): Unique individually served portions

o O O O

M Resort: Highest quality off-Strip option
o Garden Buffet (South Point): Best budget option
3. Buffet Passes and Discounts:
o Caesars' "Buffet of Buffets" 24-hour pass
o Groupon regularly offers 40%+ discounts
o MyVEGAS rewards app offers free/discounted buffets
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o Many buffets offer discounts through hotel loyalty cards

Pro Tip: Many buffets offer significant discounts (up to 25%) for early dining, typically before 11am for brunch or
before 5pm for dinner.

Best Happy Hours in Las Vegas

Save big on food and drinks at these top happy hour locations:

Best Strip Happy Hours
e CATCH (ARIA): €F Sushi & cocktails from $10 (4-6 PM, Mon-Thu)
¢ STK (Cosmopolitan): Steak & sliders + drinks under $10 (5-7 PM, daily)

o Electra Cocktail Club (The Venetian): $¢ Half-off drinks (5-7 PM)
¢ El Segundo Sol: Half-price appetizers, $5 margaritas, $3 tacos (3-6pm, 9pm-close)

Best Off-Strip Happy Hours
e Herbs & Rye: Half-price steaks and classic cocktails (5-8pm, midnight-3am)
e Cleaver: Half-price steaks and appetizers (5-8pm, midnight-3am)
e Oscar's Steakhouse (Plaza Hotel): Half-price cocktails & appetizers (4-7 PM)
e The Golden Tiki (Chinatown): $5 rum punches & Mai Tais (5-8 PM)

Pro Tip: The "reverse happy hour"” from midnight to closing is a Vegas insider secret. Restaurants like Herbs &
Rye and Cleaver offer half-price steaks and drinks after midnight—perfect after shows or nightclubs.

Fine Dining on a Budget

Experience celebrity chef restaurants for less:
1. Lunch vs. Dinner Strategy:
o Same restaurants, 30-50% lower prices at lunch
o Best options: Gordon Ramsay Hell's Kitchen, Wolfgang Puck establishments, Giada, Jaleo
o Almost identical menus with slightly smaller portion sizes
2. Bar Menu Hacks:
o Many high-end restaurants offer full menus at bar seating with no reservations required

o Best examples: Delmonico (Emeril Lagasse), Bardot Brasserie (Michael Mina), Wolfgang Puck
Bar & Grill

3. Restaurant Week:
o Held twice yearly (typically June and October)
o 3-course prix-fixe at 150+ restaurants
o Price points from $30-80 (40-50% discounts)

Pro Tip: Many celebrity chef restaurants offer "social hour" at their bar/lounge with significant discounts on
signature items. Check restaurant websites for specific times.

Show Tickets & Entertainment Discounts

Same-Day Ticket Strategies

Secure significant discounts on shows and attractions:
1. Tix4Tonight Booths:
o Locations: Fashion Show Mall, Four Queens, Showcase Mall
o Typical savings: 30-50% off retail
o Best timing: Visit right at opening (10am)
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o Ask what's available before showing preference
2. Direct Box Office Same-Day:
o Visit 1-2 hours before showtime for returned/unsold inventory
o  Works best for larger venues (O by Cirque, Penn & Teller, major production shows)
o Flash your hotel room key for occasional unadvertised discounts
3. Concierge Relationships:
o Visit your hotel concierge early in your stay
o Small tip ($10-20) can yield significantly discounted tickets
o Ask: "What shows have good availability this week?"

Pro Tip: For same-day tickets to popular shows, check multiple Tix4Tonight locations, as inventory varies between
booths. The Fashion Show Mall location typically has the best selection.

Best Free Attractions

Don't miss these high-quality free experiences:
e Bellagio Fountains: Water show every 15-30 mins
e Mirage Volcano: Erupts nightly every hour from 7-11 PM
¢ Fremont Street Experience: Light shows & street performers every night
e Wildlife Habitat at Flamingo: Flamingos and exotic birds in a garden setting
e Bellagio Conservatory: Elaborate seasonal floral displays that change throughout the year
e The Park: Outdoor area between New York-New York and Park MGM with live music

Pro Tip: The Bellagio Conservatory changes its elaborate floral display five times per year (Chinese New Year,
Spring, Summer, Fall, and Winter). Each is completely different and worth visiting.

Low-Cost Entertainment

Quality Vegas entertainment without premium pricing:
¢ Mac King Comedy Magic at Excalibur: ~$40
¢ Fremont Street Experience light shows: Free
e Afternoon magic shows at various properties: $20-40
e Dueling pianos at various locations: $0-10 cover
e Happy hour entertainment at Petrossian Bar (Bellagio) with live piano
e Carnival Court (Harrah's): Flair bartenders and live music

Pro Tip: Check your players card offers. Even minimal gameplay can generate offers for free or discounted show
tickets.

Transportation Savings

Airport to Strip Options

Smart transportation choices from Harry Reid International Airport (LAS) to the Strip:
1. Rideshare Hacks:
o Exit to Terminal 1 Parking Garage for pickup (shorter waits)
o Use both Uber and Lyft apps to compare prices
o Off-peak times save 30-50%
2. Shuttle Services:
o Airport Shuttle service to major properties ($10-15)
o Bell Trans shared shuttle ($16.50 round-trip)
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o Pre-book online for discounts
3. Public Transportation:
o WAX bus direct to Strip ($6)
o Centennial Express (CX) to downtown ($6)
o Longer but significantly cheaper

Pro Tip: Tell taxi drivers "no tunnel please” when leaving the airport to avoid long-hauling (an unnecessary detour
through the tunnel that adds $10-15 to your fare).

Strip Transportation Strategies

Navigate the Strip efficiently without rental cars:
1. Free Trams:
o Park MGM/Aria/Bellagio connector
o Mirage/Treasure Island line
o Mandalay Bay/Luxor/Excalibur connection
o Strategy: Use for north/south movement, walk east/west
2. The Deuce Bus:
o 24-hour pass: $8
o 3-day pass: $20
o Covers Strip and downtown
o Pro tip: Board at less busy stops (Fashion Show, SLS)
3. Free Parking Spots:
o Park for free at:
»  Wynn & Encore (self-park)
» Treasure Island (free for hotel guests)
» The Shops at Crystals (with validation)
» Fashion Show Mall (limited hours)

Pro Tip: The distances between Strip properties are deceptively long. What looks like "next door" on a map can be
a 15-20 minute walk, especially in summer heat. Plan transportation accordingly.

Avoiding Tourist Traps & Scams

Common Vegas Scams to Avoid

Protect yourself from frequent Las Vegas schemes:

1. Street Promoter Scams:
o CD/mixtape scammers: Appear to offer free music, then demand payment
o "Free" show tickets: Require timeshare presentations (3-5 hours)
o Bottle girls: Invite to clubs then stick you with enormous bills
o Solution: Avoid engaging with street promoters altogether

2. Transportation Scams:
o Taxi long-hauling: Taking longer routes, particularly from airport
o Unofficial rideshare drivers: Solicit passengers at airport
o Solution: Only use app-based ride requests, verify license plate

3. Club and Bar Scams:
o Bait-and-switch bottle service: Promised rates increase upon arrival
o Drink pricing confusion: Menus without prices
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o Solution: Get all quotes in writing (text/email) before arriving

!

Pro Tip: When someone on the Strip approaches with "Can I ask you something?" or "Where are you from?", it's
almost always a sales pitch or scam setup. A polite "No thanks" while continuing to walk is your best response.

Overpriced Attractions to Skip

Save money by avoiding these low-value tourist experiences:
1. SKip These Attractions:
High Roller during day: Night views worth the extra $10
CSI Experience: Dated and overpriced
Hershey's/M&M World: Just expensive candy stores

o O O O

Madame Tussauds: One of the least impressive locations
2. Skip These Dining Options:
o Buffets below $30: Generally poor quality for value
o Chain restaurants available elsewhere (Cheesecake Factory, Rainforest Cafe)
o Celebrity chef "outposts": Concepts not actually run by namesake chefs
3. Overpriced Services:
o Casino oxygen bars: No proven benefits
o Bottled water from street vendors: 300-400% markup
o Hotel gift shop sundries: Extreme markups (use CVS/Walgreens)

Pro Tip: The Strip has several Walgreens and CV'S stores that sell everything from snacks and alcohol to souvenirs
at a fraction of hotel gift shop prices.

VIP Treatment on a Budget

Casino Host Relationships

Develop beneficial casino relationships without big gambling:

1. Finding the Right Host:
o Ask for introduction from front desk or loyalty club desk
o Be specific about your gambling interests and budget
o Start relationship at smaller/older properties where thresholds are lower
o Meet hosts during weekday mornings (less busy)

2. Building the Relationship:
o Consolidate play at one property per trip
o Be memorable (polite, knowledgeable, friendly)
o Play during off-peak periods

3. Reasonable Host Requests:
o Room upgrades (not suites initially)
o Restaurant reservations
o Line passes for buffets
o Special event information

Pro Tip: Casino hosts typically work with players betting $25+ per hand at table games or playing dollar slots for
several hours. However, consistency is often more important than high stakes for building these relationships.

Front-Line Employee Relationships

Hotel staff often have more upgrade power than realized:
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1. Key Staff to Befriend:
o Front desk clerks
o VIP check-in staff (even if you're not VIP)
o Concierge (visit early in your stay)
o Bartenders at less busy casino bars
2. Effective Approaches:
o Small tips up front ($10-20) rather than promised later
o Genuine conversation about their experience/recommendations
o Remember names and refer to them specifically

Pro Tip: When tipping for service, use the "sandwich method": tip at both the beginning and end of your interaction.
Initial tips create goodwill, while final tips ensure they remember you positively for your next visit.

Appearance & Approach Factors

How you present yourself significantly impacts VIP treatment:
1. Dress Strategic Elements:
o Business casual attire for check-in and front desk interactions
o Smart evening attire when seeking upgrades or special treatment
o Property-appropriate styling (match casino's clientele)
2. Behavioral Elements:
o Polite assertiveness vs. aggression
o Specific requests ("Do you have any rooms on higher floors?" vs. general "Can I get an upgrade?")
o Timing inquiries during low-volume periods
Pro Tip: Mentioning a special occasion can help secure upgrades and special treatment, but be honest—staff have
heard every fake anniversary and birthday story possible.

Seasonal Strategies

Best Value Periods
Las Vegas pricing fluctuates dramatically by season:
1. Lowest Rate Periods:
o Mid-December (before Christmas)
January (after New Year's) through early February

o

o Mid-July through August (extreme heat)
o Mid-November (before Thanksgiving)
2. Best Value Periods:
o Late February/early March
o Early December
o Late August/early September
o Weekdays in October
3. Avoid Unless Necessary:
o New Year's Eve
CES week (early January)
March Madness weekends
EDC weekend (May)
Fight weekends (unpredictable)

o O O O
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Pro Tip: Check the Las Vegas Convention Calendar at vegasmeansbusiness.com before booking. Convention
attendees pay premium rates, so booking when multiple large conventions overlap can double or triple room rates.

Weather Consideration Strategies

Maximize comfort and savings based on Vegas climate:

1. Summer Strategies (June-September):
o Pool savings: Experience premium pools at 30-50% discount
o Early activity schedule: Outdoor activities before 11am or after 7pm
o Heat advantages: Lower room rates, shorter lines, better upgrades

2. Winter Strategies (November-February):
o Focus on: Indoor attractions, shows, dining
o Avoid: Pool-centric properties (facilities closed)
o Advantage: Typically 30-40% lower rates
o Note: Desert evenings get cold (pack layers)

Pro Tip: Vegas hotel pools generally open in March and close in October, with exact dates varying by property
and weather. If pool time is important to your trip, confirm pool status before booking winter visits.

Digital Resources & Apps

Essential Vegas Apps

Free applications that create significant value and savings:
1. MyVEGAS Apps:
o Function: Free-to-play games that earn real rewards
o Value: Earn free hotels, food, attractions, show tickets
o Strategy: Play daily for 3+ months before trip
o Best values: Buffet comps, attraction tickets, hotel rooms
2. Vegas Dining Apps:
o OpenTable: Frequently offers 1,000 point ($10) bonuses for off-peak reservations
o Yelp: Vegas-specific deals, particularly for off-Strip dining
o HappyHour.io: Comprehensive happy hour database
3. Vegas-Specific Apps:
o Vegas Mate: Transportation timings and options
o SmartVegas: Updated promotions and coupons
o Casino Loyalty Apps: Caesars Rewards, MGM Rewards, etc.
Pro Tip: The myVEGAS app and website games are completely free to play and offer legitimate rewards like free

hotel stays, show tickets, and meals. Start playing 2-3 months before your trip to accumulate enough points for
meaningful rewards.

Deal Websites & Forums

Online resources for insider information and savings:
1. Vegas Deal Forums:
o Vegas Message Board (VMB): vegasmessageboard.com
o TripAdvisor Vegas Forums
o r/vegas on Reddit
2. Deal Aggregation Sites:
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o Vegas.com/deals
o Smartervegas.com
o Myvegas.deals

Pro Tip: Following Vegas insiders on Twitter like @VitalVegas, @LasVegasLocally, and @VegasFoodieFind will
keep you updated on the latest deals, openings, and closings.

Final Vegas Hacks Summary

These insider strategies will help you experience Las Vegas like a seasoned pro:

v Get free drinks by tipping casino servers well or using club promoters

v Score hotel upgrades with the $20 trick & loyalty programs

v Save money on food with happy hours & Groupon deals

v Avoid scams like fake club promoters & overpriced taxi rides

v Get VIP perks without breaking the bank using promoters & free guest lists
v Use free transport options like trams and hotel shuttles

v Time your visit strategically to secure the best rates and weather

v Leverage digital resources like myVEGAS and deal websites

Las Vegas rewards those who know the tricks. Use these hacks, and you'll experience luxury for less while avoiding
common tourist pitfalls. The true Vegas experience isn't about spending the most money—it's about having the
insider knowledge to access the best the city has to offer without breaking the bank.

Pro Tip: Perhaps the most important Vegas hack: set clear budget limits for gambling, dining, and entertainment
before your trip. Vegas is designed to separate you from your money—having predetermined limits ensures you
leave with fond memories rather than financial regrets.

## Transportation

- McCarran International Airport (now Harry Reid International Airport) handles more than 50
million passengers annually.

- There are approximately 2,000 taxi cabs operating in Las Vegas at any given time.

- The Las Vegas Monorail runs 3.9 miles along the east side of the Strip.

- Walking the entire Strip from Mandalay Bay to the Stratosphere takes approximately 90 minutes.

- Despite offering free parking for decades, most Strip casinos began charging for parking in 2016.

- There are more limos per capita in Las Vegas than any other city in the United States.

- The average taxi ride from the airport to a Strip hotel is about 10-15 minutes.

- The Regional Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada (RTC) operates double-decker buses
on the Strip known as "The Deuce."
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Chapter 10

Las Vegas Etiquette & Survival Guide

While Vegas might seem like a free-for-all, the city operates according to its own unwritten rules and expectations.
Understanding proper etiquette will not only help you avoid embarrassing situations but can also lead to better
service, potential upgrades, and a more authentic experience. This chapter covers everything from casino conduct
and tipping guidelines to dress codes and how to blend in like a local.

Casino Etiquette

Las Vegas casinos have specific protocols that seasoned players follow. Knowing these rules helps you avoid
awkward situations and potential security issues.

Table Game Basics
Do's:
e Learn basic rules before sitting at a table game
e  Ask the dealer for guidance if unsure about proper play
e Check table minimums before sitting down
e Have your money ready and visible when buying chips
e Stack chips neatly in your designated area
e Tip dealers, especially after winning ($5 per significant win)
e Use proper hand signals (tap for hit, wave for stay in blackjack)

e Touch your chips once betting is closed

e Touch cards with two hands in blackjack (use one hand only)

e Use your phone at the table

e Hold up the game with excessive deliberation

e Blame dealers or other players for your losses

¢ Join a table mid-shoe in blackjack without asking other players first
e Touch other players' chips or cards

Pro Tip: Never ask dealers for strategy advice—they can explain rules but not optimal play. Doing so puts them in
an awkward position, as they're not allowed to influence your decisions.

Slot Machine Protocol

e Respect "reserved" machines if someone has left a personal item
e Limit yourself to playing 1-2 machines in busy areas

e Always use your player's card, even for brief sessions

e Don't hover behind someone playing a machine you want

e Never save multiple machines during busy periods

e Remove your card when stepping away

Pro Tip: If you're waiting for a specific machine, maintain a respectful distance and make your presence known
with a casual "l'll be next" to the current player.
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Casino Beverage Etiquette

o Tip cocktail waitresses $1-2 per drink, even for "comped" beverages

e Have your order ready when they approach

e Place tips visibly on the tray or table

e Maintain a reasonable pace of play to keep receiving service

e Never snap fingers or shout to get waitress attention

e Don't complain about drink strength (comped drinks typically have lighter pours)

Pro Tip: If you want stronger drinks, tip well on the first round ($5+) and request your preferred liquor brand by
name. Generous tipping often leads to better pours on subsequent rounds.

Tipping Guidelines
Tipping in Las Vegas is more generous than in most other U.S. cities. These guidelines will help you navigate when,
whom, and how much to tip.

Hotel Staff Tipping

Service Provider Tip Amount Notes

Doorman $1-2 for hailing cab, $1-2 per bag More for extra assistance
Bellhop/Porter ~ $2-3 per bag, $5 minimum Tip more for heavy luggage
Housekeeping ~ $3-5 per day Leave daily, not just at end of stay
Room Service 15-20% Check if gratuity is already included
Concierge $5-20 Depends on request difficulty

Valet $3-5 upon vehicle return $5-10 at luxury properties

Front Desk $20+ for upgrade attempts The famous "$20 trick"

Pro Tip: For housekeeping, leave the tip daily (not just at check-out) with a note saying "Thank You" to ensure the
person who actually cleaned your room receives it.

Restaurant & Bar Tipping

Service Provider Tip Amount Notes

Servers 18-25% Vegas standard is higher than national average
Bartenders $1-2 per drink or 18-20% of tab Tip higher for complex cocktails

Sommelier 15-20% of wine cost Can be separate from server tip

Buffet Server $2-5 per person For drink service and plate clearing
Host/Hostess $10-20 For securing tables without reservation

Food Delivery  $5 minimum More for large orders or complex locations

Pro Tip: Bars and restaurants often have "industry nights" with special pricing for hospitality workers. Being a
generous tipper can sometimes get you invited to partake in these discounts.
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Casino & Entertainment Tipping

Service Provider Tip Amount Notes

Dealers $5 chip per hour or 5-10% of significant wins You can also place bets "for the dealer"
Cocktail Servers  $1-2 per drink More for premium drinks or special service
Slot Attendants $5-20 for jackpot payouts 1% is standard for large amounts

Poker Dealers $1-2 chip per pot won Or consistent small tips hourly

Casino Host $50-100+ for significant comps Typically 10% of perceived value
Nightclub Doormen $10-20 for line skipping $50+ for admission to full clubs

VIP Hosts $50-100 Depends on service level

Bottle Service 20% Usually automatically added to bill

Pro Tip: When tipping dealers, you can either hand them a chip directly or place a bet for them by putting a chip
outside your betting area and saying "This is for you." If the bet wins, they get the original chip plus the winnings.

Dress Codes & Appearance

Las Vegas dress expectations vary dramatically by venue and time of day. This section covers what to wear to avoid
being turned away at the door.

Casino Floor Attire

Daytime Standards:

e Men: Clean jeans/shorts, collared or neat t-shirts, casual shoes

e  Women: Casual dresses, jeans, shorts, tops, flat shoes or sandals

e Everyone: No excessively revealing clothing, no swimwear without coverups
Evening Standards (especially at higher-end properties):

e Men: Dark jeans or slacks, collared shirts, closed-toe shoes

e Women: Dresses, skirts, nice jeans, blouses, heels or fashionable flats

e Everyone: Slightly dressier than daytime, but still relaxed

Pro Tip: Even during daytime, higher-end casinos like Wynn, Venetian, and Bellagio have an unspoken expectation
of more polished casual attire. Avoid athletic wear, torn clothing, or flip-flops in these environments.

Restaurant Dress Codes

Casual Dining:
e Standard: Clean jeans, shorts, t-shirts, sundresses, casual shoes
e Examples: Casino cafés, food courts, casual restaurants

Smart Casual:
e Men: Collared shirts, neat jeans or slacks, closed-toe shoes (no sneakers)
e  Women: Dresses, skirts, dressy tops, nice jeans, heels or dress shoes
e Examples: Most mid-range Strip restaurants, steakhouses, trendy spots

Business Casual to Formal:
e Men: Dress shirts, slacks, blazers, dress shoes (some require jackets)
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e  Women: Cocktail dresses, dressy separates, heels
e Examples: Fine dining restaurants, Michelin-starred venues
e Strictly Formal Venues: Jo€l Robuchon, Guy Savoy, ¢ by José Andrés

Pro Tip: If unsure about a restaurant's dress code, err on the side of dressing up. It's easier to remove a jacket or
accessory than to be underdressed with no remedy. When in doubt, call ahead and ask.

Nightclub Dress Codes

Men's Nightclub Requirements:
e Collared shirt or stylish button-up
e Dress pants or fashionable jeans (no rips or excessive distressing)
e Dress shoes exclusively — no sneakers, sandals, or boots
e Optionally, a sport coat or blazer is recommended

Women's Nightclub Guidelines:
e Cocktail dresses, stylish tops with skirts/pants
e Heels are standard (though not strictly required at all venues)
e Fashionable, well-maintained appearance
e Elegant rather than excessively revealing

Absolute Nightclub Prohibitions:
e  Athletic wear of any kind
e Baggy clothing, basketball shorts
e Baseball caps, beanies or casual hats
e Work boots, athletic shoes, sandals
¢ Clothing with offensive graphics/text
¢ Anything that could suggest gang affiliation

Pro Tip: XS, Omnia, Tao, Marquee, and Zouk enforce the strictest dress codes, particularly regarding men's
footwear. Even expensive designer sneakers are often rejected—always wear proper dress shoes to these venues.

Pool Attire Guidelines

Standard Pool Decks:
e Proper swimwear required (no cutoffs or street clothes in pool)
e Cover-ups and footwear required when walking through casino
e T-shirts generally permitted for men
e Hats and sunglasses acceptable

Dayclub/Party Pool Specifics:
e Designer swimwear encouraged
e Upscale cover-ups and resort wear between swimming
e Fashionable sandals or pool shoes
e Many prohibit baggy swim trunks for men

European (Topless) Pools:
e Venus Pool (Caesars)
e Bare Pool (Mirage)
e Moorea Beach Club (Mandalay Bay)
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e Etiquette includes no staring, no photography, respectful distance

Pro Tip: Most casino properties strictly enforce the "cover-up" rule when walking between your room and the pool.
Always have a shirt, wrap, or cover-up plus footwear when traversing casino or lobby areas.

Nightlife & Pool Behavior

Vegas nightlife has its own set of rules and expectations that help ensure everyone's enjoyment.
Nightclub Protocol

Entrance Procedures:
e Arrive at peak clubs before 10:30pm to avoid longest lines
e Have ID ready before reaching door (must be government-issued and non-expired)
e Be prepared for security checks and follow staff instructions
e Maintain appropriate conduct in line (excessive intoxication may result in denial)

Table/Bottle Service Conduct:
e Don't touch bottles - allow server to pour
e Respect designated table area boundaries
e Understand minimum spend requirements before committing
e Be prepared to pay remaining balance if minimum isn't reached
e Tip service staff 18-20% (usually automatically included)

General Club Behavior:
e Ask before joining someone's table or section
e No aggressive advances or persistent unwanted attention
e Drink responsibly - excessive intoxication leads to removal
e No pushing or shoving in crowded areas
¢ Limit phone photography, never use flash toward DJ/performers
Pro Tip: Many clubs offer "industry nights" (typically Monday-Thursday) with reduced cover charges and lower

table minimums. These nights often have the same DJs and atmosphere as weekends but with more accessible
pricing and less crowding.

Pool & Dayclub Etiquette

General Pool Deck Rules:
e No outside food or beverages
e No glass containers anywhere
¢ No smoking except in designated areas
e Shower before entering pools (rarely enforced but proper etiquette)
¢ No inappropriate physical contact in pools

Daybed & Cabana Protocol:
e Respect clearly marked reserved areas
e  Minimum spends must be met during designated timeframe
e Don't move furniture from its set arrangements
e Understand and follow guest limit policies
e Maintain appropriate noise levels
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Pro Tip: For dayclubs, arrive early (before noon) for significantly reduced entry fees or free admission. The party
typically doesn't reach peak energy until 1-2pm anyway, giving you time to secure good seating and settle in.

Photography & Social Media

Las Vegas has specific rules about where photography is permitted and what's considered appropriate photo
behavior.

Where Photos Are Prohibited

Strictly No Photography:
e (Casino gaming tables and specific gaming areas
e Near casino cashier cages
e Security features or personnel
¢ Inside nightclub restrooms
¢ Inside spa locker rooms or treatment areas
e Art installations that specifically prohibit photography
e At entertainment shows that ban photography

Permission Required:
e Photos of casino employees
e Professional photography anywhere on private property
e Commercial use photographs
e Wedding or special event photography in public resort areas
e Using professional camera equipment (non-smartphone)

Pro Tip: If you're unsure whether photography is permitted, simply ask a staff member. It's better to check than to
have your phone or camera confiscated or be asked to leave.

Respectful Selfie Etiquette
Do's:
e Take quick photos without blocking walkways
e Ask permission before including strangers
e Be aware of your surroundings and others' space
e Use selfie sticks sparingly and carefully
e Take photos during less crowded periods

e No flash photography toward performers
e Don't disrupt others' dining experiences for photos
e Avoid excessive posing blocking pathways or views
e Don't enter reserved or private areas for photo ops
e Never photograph security features or cash transactions
Pro Tip: The "Instagram wall" at The Cosmopolitan (currently the giant high-heel shoe) and various art

installations get extremely crowded. Visit these locations early in the morning (before 9am) for photos without
crowds.

Transportation Etiquette
Navigating Vegas transportation comes with its own set of expectations and protocols.
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Rideshare Protocol

Rideshare Pickup Etiquette:
o Use designated rideshare pickup zones only
e Be ready and watching for your driver
e Confirm car details before entering
e Don't make drivers wait (they can cancel after 5 minutes)
e Don't attempt pickups in taxi-only zones

In-Vehicle Conduct:
e No eating messy food
e Limit passengers to legal vehicle capacity
e No open alcohol containers
e Clean up after yourself
e Keep conversation respectfully minded

Tipping Guidelines:
e 15-20% through app or cash
e Add extra for help with luggage, difficult pickup/dropoff locations
e  $3-5 minimum tip even on short rides
Pro Tip: Most casinos have multiple rideshare pickup points. Check your app carefully for the specific location,

as the main entrance isn't always the designated pickup area. This is especially important at larger properties like
MGM Grand and Caesars Palace where pickup points can be far from the main entrance.

Taxi Knowledge

Proper Taxi Stand Use:
o Use designated taxi lines at hotels/venues
e No cutting taxi lines
e Have destination ready to tell driver
e Know that Strip hotels can only pick up at designated taxi stands

Fair Route Awareness:
e Politely request: "Please use Paradise Road, not the highway" from airport
e It's acceptable to suggest a preferred route
e Be aware that tunnel/highway from airport often adds time/cost

Taxi Payment Standards:
e Most Vegas taxis still prefer cash
e 15-20% tip standard (or $3 minimum)
e Surcharges apply for airport pickups
e $3.50 for credit card use in many taxis

Pro Tip: The infamous "long-hauling"” (taking unnecessarily long routes) is particularly common from the airport.
Always specify "no tunnel” or "Paradise Road" when heading to Strip hotels from the airport to avoid an inflated

fare.
Walking Around Vegas
e Use pedestrian bridges and crosswalks
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e No jaywalking (enforced with tickets in tourist areas)
e Stay to right side of walkways
e Don't stop suddenly in busy walkways
e Be careful with alcohol in open containers (allowed but regulated)
e Don't block escalators or moving walkways
Pro Tip: Distances between properties can be deceptively long. What looks like "next door" on a map can easily

be a 15-20 minute walk, especially in summer heat. Plan accordingly and consider transportation for longer Strip
journeys.

Hotel Conduct

Hotels have specific expectations for guest behavior to ensure everyone's comfort and safety.
Check-In & Check-Out

Arrival Best Practices:
e Have ID and credit card ready before reaching desk
e One person should handle check-in while others wait with luggage

Ask about resort fees, parking charges, and checkout time upfront
e Be patient during high-volume check-in periods
e Ifrequesting upgrades, do so discreetly

Check-Out Protocol:
e Use mobile or TV checkout when possible

Request late checkout the night before, not day-of

Allow 15 minutes for checkout line during peak times

Dispute any charges while still at hotel, not after leaving
e Return room keys when checking out physically

Pro Tip: If you plan to check in during peak times (3-6pm), consider calling the front desk earlier that day to pre-
register. This can significantly reduce your wait time when you arrive.

Room Etiquette

Housekeeping Considerations:
e Use "Service Please" or "Do Not Disturb" signs appropriately
e Maintain reasonable cleanliness
¢  Gather towels in one area
e Keep personal items organized for easier cleaning
o Tip daily ($3-5) rather than only at end of stay

Room Noise Awareness:
e Keep TV and conversation volume reasonable
e Be mindful of door closing force
¢ Reduce volume between 10pm-9am
e Take loud conversations to common areas
e Consider neighbor proximity during intimate moments
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Pro Tip: If you have a late night planned, consider hanging the "Do Not Disturb" sign before leaving for the
evening and removing it when you depart the next day. This helps ensure housekeeping won't arrive while you're
trying to sleep in.

Dining Protocol

From buffets to fine dining, Las Vegas restaurants have specific expectations for guest behavior.
Reservation Management

Making Reservations:
e Book well in advance for premium restaurants (2-3 months for top venues)
e Be realistic about arrival time
e Clearly specify special requests or occasions
e Note realistic party size
e Provide working contact number

Cancellation Etiquette:
e Cancel as far in advance as possible
e Many venues require 24-48 hour notice to avoid charges

Call directly rather than using apps for last-minute changes
Be truthful about reason for cancellation

Punctuality and Late Arrivals:
e Arrive 5-10 minutes before reservation time
e Call if running more than 10 minutes late
e Understand that tables may be released after 15 minutes
e Don't expect full service if arriving near kitchen closing time

Pro Tip: For hard-to-get reservations, try booking at the bar instead. Many fine dining establishments serve their
full menu at the bar, often without requiring reservations.

Fine Dining Behavior

Ordering Practices:
e Ask questions before ordering rather than complaining after
e Don't modify signature dishes extensively
e Defer to sommelier recommendations when asked
e Communicate food allergies/restrictions when booking
e Order course-appropriate items (don't ask to hold entrées while others have appetizers)

Table Manners:
e Phones on silent and preferably not on table
e Take calls away from table
e Wait for entire party to be served before eating
e Use proper utensils as provided
e Keep personal items off dining surface

Tasting Menu Protocol:
e Plan for 2-3 hour dining experiences
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e Understand that substitutions may not be possible

¢ Communicate time constraints before ordering

e  Wine pairings are designed to be consumed slowly
e Follow server guidance on pacing and portion sizes

Pro Tip: For special occasions, mention them when making the reservation rather than upon arrival. This gives
the restaurant time to prepare special touches rather than trying to accommodate on the spot.

Buffet Etiquette

Line Behavior:
e One plate per trip
¢ No holding places in different lines for companions
e Take reasonable portions
o Use serving utensils properly
e Don't eat while in buffet lines

Seating Considerations:
e Clear your used plates promptly
e Don't save seats for extended periods
¢ C(Clean table area before leaving
e Return to table between servings
e Don't take food out of buffet area

Pro Tip: For the best buffet experience, arrive either right at opening or during the last hour of service. These
times typically have the shortest lines and freshest food (either just prepared or newly replenished).

Avoiding Ejection & Security Issues

Las Vegas security takes certain violations very seriously. Understanding these red lines can help you avoid being
asked to leave.

Casino Compliance

Critical Rules to Follow:
e No photography of gaming areas/tables
e No use of devices that could assist gambling odds
e No counting cards (legal but will get you barred)
e No excessive intoxication at gaming tables
¢ No outside alcohol in casino areas
e No cheating attempts of any kind
¢ No solicitation of any kind
e No unattended children on gaming floor

Security Trigger Behaviors:
¢ Standing behind players without playing (especially at high-limit tables)
e Unusual chip handling or placement
e Inconsistent betting patterns
e Excessive celebration after wins
e Attempting to distract dealers
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Loitering without gambling
Passing items between players at tables

Pro Tip: If you hit a significant jackpot, be prepared to provide identification. Casinos are required by law to verify
your identity for tax purposes on winnings over certain amounts (typically $1,200+ for slots).

Nightclub & Dayclub Security

Actions Guaranteeing Ejection:

Fighting or aggressive behavior

Inappropriate touching or harassment

Excessive intoxication

Drug use

Jumping from VIP sections without access

Trying to enter backstage/DJ areas without credentials
Throwing objects

Bringing in outside beverages

Pre-Emptive Compliance:

Follow dress code exactly

Have proper ID ready (non-expired, government-issued)
Accept security checks cooperatively

Don't argue with door staff decisions

Follow stated rules about photography

Respect VIP boundaries and rope lines

Pro Tip: If you have any issues at clubs or pools, ask for a manager rather than arguing with security. Security
staff are trained to remove problematic guests quickly, while managers can sometimes resolve misunderstandings
more diplomatically.

Blending In Like a Local

Want to avoid the typical tourist treatment? These tips will help you navigate Vegas like a seasoned pro.

Walking & Navigating
Walking Like a Local:

Maintain steady, purposeful pace

Use pedestrian bridges at major intersections

Don't stop suddenly in walkway traffic

Stay to right side of walkways

Look at maps discreetly, not while standing in main thoroughfares
Know that distances between properties are deceptively long

Navigation Knowledge:

Learn casino-to-casino indoor routes to avoid heat

Recognize that Strip properties aren't directly across from each other as they appear
Understand back-of-house shortcuts within connected properties

Know that taxi stands are typically near main property entrances

Use landmark casinos as reference points rather than street names

Local Transit Knowledge:
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e Use rideshare for medium distances, not short Strip segments
e The Deuce bus is tourist-heavy but locally used
e Monorail stations are often far inside properties
e Free trams connect select properties
o Walking is often faster than driving for adjacent properties
Pro Tip: The indoor walkways connecting properties can save you from extreme heat or rain. Key connected

complexes include: 1) The Park MGM, Aria, and Bellagio, 2) Caesars, Bally's and Paris, 3) Venetian and Palazzo,
and 4) Wynn and Encore.

Vegas-Specific Terms

e "Comp" - Complimentary item or service

e "Pit" - Table games area

e "Cage" - Where you cash out chips

e "Marker" - Casino credit line

e "High Limit" - Separate area for larger bets

e "The Strip" - Las Vegas Boulevard from Mandalay Bay to Strat

e "Downtown" or "Fremont Street" - The original casino district

e "Off-Strip" - Properties near but not on Las Vegas Blvd.

e "Local Casinos" - Neighborhood properties catering to residents
Avoiding Tourist Tells:

e Don't refer to the "slots" as "pokies" (Australian term)

e Don't call it "Vegas Strip" (just "the Strip")

e Don't say "spin the wheel" for roulette

e Don't refer to Las Vegas as "Vegas City"

e Don't ask where the "gambling floor" is

e Avoid wearing property-branded merchandise while on property
Pro Tip: If someone approaches you saying "Where are you from?" or "Let me ask you something" while walking

on the Strip, they're almost certainly selling something or running a scam. A brief "No thanks" while continuing to
walk is your best response.

Projecting Confidence
Body Language:
e  Walk purposefully with head up
e Maintain comfortable but not aggressive eye contact
e Keep shoulders back and relaxed
e Move decisively rather than hesitantly
e Take up appropriate but not excessive space
Subtle Signs of Experience:
e Having cards ready before reaching cashier/check-in
e Knowing casino layouts without checking maps
o Tipping appropriately without hesitation
e Being prepared for security checks
e Having reservations and confirmation numbers ready
e Acknowledging staff you interact with regularly
Pro Tip: Dealers, servers, and staff can immediately recognize confident, experienced visitors. This often translates

to better service, friendly interactions, and occasionally complimentary upgrades or items.
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How to Handle Problems & Special Situations

Even with perfect planning, issues can arise. Here's how to handle common Vegas predicaments.

Bill Discrepancies

e Review charges before final checkout

e Address immediately rather than after departure

o  Ask for itemized receipt

e Speak with department manager for significant issues
e Follow up disputed charges in writing

Pro Tip: Take photos of any receipts or folios given to you during your stay. Having documentation makes resolving
any post-stay billing issues much easier.

Lost Items

e Report to security at property where item was lost
e File official lost item report

e Be specific about location, time, and description
e Provide contact information and checkout date

e  Check with security before departing city

Pro Tip: For lost items with tracking capabilities (like phones, tablets, or smartwatches), activate any "find my
device" features before reporting to security. This can significantly improve recovery chances.

Medical Emergencies

e Alert nearest staff member immediately

e All major properties have trained emergency response

e For serious emergencies, have someone call 911 while alerting staff
¢ Know your hotel name and room number

e Most large properties have defibrillators and medical kits

Pro Tip: Keep a card in your wallet with emergency contact information, allergies, and any critical medical
conditions. In an emergency, this information can be crucial for first responders.

Conclusion

Las Vegas operates according to a unique set of social norms that combine elements of gaming tradition, hospitality
standards, entertainment practices, and desert pragmatism. Understanding these expectations will enhance your
experience significantly while helping you avoid common faux pas that instantly mark visitors as inexperienced
tourists.

The essence of proper Las Vegas etiquette involves respecting the environment, acknowledging service
professionals appropriately, understanding the rules governing various spaces, and maintaining a level of decorum
that balances the city's reputation for excess with its reality as a functioning hospitality ecosystem.

By observing these guidelines, you'll not only avoid potential issues but will likely receive better service, more
upgrade opportunities, and a more authentic Las Vegas experience overall. Remember that confidence comes
naturally when you're familiar with expectations—and Vegas rewards those who know the rules of the game.

Pro Tip: The most important survival tip for Vegas: set clear budget limits for gambling, drinking, dining, and

entertainment before your trip. The city is designed to separate you from your money in the most delightful ways
possible. Having predetermined limits ensures you leave with fond memories rather than financial regrets.
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## Weddings & Romances
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Clark County issues nearly 80,000 marriage licenses annually.

The "Tunnel of Love'" at the Chapel of the Flowers has married more than 50,000 couples.

The most popular day for weddings in Las Vegas is traditionally Valentine's Day.

Depending on the package, you can get married in Las Vegas for as little as $75.

A "quickie" Las Vegas wedding can be completed in as little as 30 minutes from arrival to departure.
There are more than 50 wedding chapels in Las Vegas.

Celebrity Vegas weddings include Elvis and Priscilla Presley, Frank Sinatra and Mia Farrow, and
Britney Spears' 55-hour marriage to Jason Alexander.

You can get married by an Elvis impersonator, in a helicopter over the Strip, or even at a drive-
through window without leaving your car.



Chapter 11
Las Vegas Golf Guide

While Las Vegas is renowned for its casinos, nightlife, and entertainment, the city is also home to some of the most
spectacular desert golf courses in the world. From exclusive resort courses to public access gems, Vegas offers
unforgettable golfing experiences with dramatic mountain backdrops, lush green fairways contrasting with the
desert landscape, and impeccable service. This chapter breaks down everything you need to know about golfing in
Las Vegas—from premier courses and practice facilities to lessons, packages, and equipment rentals.

Premier Las Vegas Golf Courses

Shadow Creek

Once the most exclusive golf course in America and still among the most sought-after tee times, Shadow Creek is
a miraculous oasis carved from the Nevada desert by legendary architect Tom Fazio.

Experience Level: Advanced to Expert golfers will best appreciate the challenging design
Course Highlights:
e Stunning tree-lined fairways that make you forget you're in the desert
e Dramatic elevation changes with mountain and Strip views
e Celebrity sightings common (athletes, entertainers, high-profile CEOs)
e Exclusive atmosphere with limited daily play
Current Rates & Seasons:
e Peak Season (Oct-May)
o Monday-Thursday: $750
o Friday-Sunday: $1,000
o Includes limousine transportation from MGM properties
o Required forecaddie: $100 + recommended gratuity ($50-100)
e  Summer Season (Jun-Sep)
o Monday-Thursday: $500
o Friday-Sunday: $600
o Same amenities included
Booking Requirements:
e Must stay at an MGM property to secure tee time
e Book 60-90 days in advance for peak season dates
e Strict dress code enforced (collared shirts, no denim)
e Maximum handicap recommendation: 20

Pro Tip: For the full Shadow Creek experience, arrive early to enjoy the clubhouse and practice facility. The
legendary men's locker room features full-length lockers used by presidents, celebrities, and professional golfers,
with their names still visible on some lockers.

Wynn Golf Club

Reopened in 2019 after a brief closure, the reimagined Wynn Golf Club offers the only resort golf course on the
Las Vegas Strip, with a spectacular 18th hole waterfall finale.

Experience Level: Suitable for intermediate to advanced players
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Course Highlights:
e Located directly behind Wynn and Encore resorts
e Dramatic par-3 finishing hole with 35-foot waterfall
e Impeccable conditions and service
e Las Vegas Strip views throughout the course
Seasonal Rates:
e Peak Season (Oct-May)
o Resort Guests: $550
o Non-Guests: $750
o Replay Rate: $375
o Forecaddie required (included in green fee, gratuity extra)
¢  Summer Rates (Jun-Sep)
o Resort Guests: $375
o Non-Guests: $500
o Twilight rates available at reduced price
Booking Information:
e Resort guests can book 90 days in advance
e Non-resort guests can book 30 days in advance
e  Strict dress code enforced
e Carts included in green fee

Pro Tip: Stay at Wynn or Encore for preferred pricing and booking window. Request a Strip-view room on a high
floor overlooking the golf course for a spectacular view of the layout you'll be playing.

TPC Las Vegas

Former host to PGA Tour and Champions Tour events, TPC Las Vegas offers a championship desert golf experience
with dramatic canyon views.

Experience Level: All skill levels welcome, though challenging for high handicappers
Course Highlights:
e PGA Tour facility with professional tournament history
e Desert target-style golf with canyon views
e Excellent practice facilities
e Located just 15 minutes from the Strip
e Part of the TPC Network with reciprocal playing privileges
Tournament Schedule 2025:
e January: Amateur Championship, Corporate Challenge
¢ March: Local Pro-Am, College Invitational
e October: Club Championship, Senior Series
Membership Options:
e Full Golf
o Initiation: $15,000
o Monthly: $495
o Full privileges
o TPC network access
e Corporate
o Initiation: $25,000
o Monthly: $695
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o Multiple designees
o Entertainment privileges

Pro Tip: TPC Las Vegas often has favorable afternoon rates, especially for Nevada residents. The practice facility
is among the best in Vegas, so arrive early to warm up properly for the demanding course.

Golf Vacation Packages

Luxury Golf Experiences

Wynn Package

3 nights in a deluxe Wynn room

2 rounds at Wynn Golf Club
Transportation to and from the course
Starting from $2,499 per person

MGM Luxury Experience

3 nights at Bellagio

1 round at Shadow Creek

1 round at Cascata
Transportation included
Starting from $3,499 per person

Custom Luxury Experience Most Vegas luxury resorts offer custom golf packages that include:

Premium accommodations

Multiple rounds at prestigious courses
Transportation

Priority dining reservations

Spa treatments

Pro Tip: For the ultimate luxury golf experience, inquire about helicopter transportation to courses outside the
immediate Vegas area, such as Wolf Creek (Mesquite) or Coyote Springs.

Value Golf Packages

Station Casinos Package

3 nights at Red Rock Resort

3 rounds of golf at courses like Arroyo Golf Club, Siena, or Rhodes Ranch
Transportation to and from courses

Starting from $699 per person

Local's Favorite Package

3 nights at off-Strip accommodation

3 different courses (typically Las Vegas National, Desert Pines, and Stallion Mountain)
Rental car included

Starting from $599 per person

Pro Tip: For the best value, book golf packages for weekday play during shoulder seasons (September-October or
April-May). The weather is ideal, and you'll avoid peak season pricing.
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Practice Facilities & Golf Entertainment

Topgolf Las Vegas
The ultimate golf entertainment complex, Topgolf Las Vegas is perfect for serious golfers looking to practice or
casual players just wanting fun.
Bay Rates:
e Open-Noon: $35/hour
e Noon-5pm: $45/hour
e Spm-Close: $95/hour
e VIP Suites: $750/hour
Features:
e Four levels of climate-controlled hitting bays
e Multiple targets with scoring technology
e Full-service bars and restaurant
e Swimming pools and cabanas (seasonal)
e Event spaces for parties and corporate gatherings

Pro Tip: Topgolf offers reduced rates for early morning sessions, which tend to be less crowded and perfect for
those wanting more serious practice time. The top floor has the best views of the Strip.

TaylorMade Golf Experience
Located just south of the Strip on Las Vegas Boulevard, this comprehensive practice facility offers everything from
casual range sessions to serious game improvement.
Range Rates:

e Small bucket (40 balls): $7

e Medium bucket (70 balls): $12

e Large bucket (100 balls): $17

e Monthly unlimited: $175
Features:

e Two-tier climate-controlled driving range

e Short game practice area

e 9-hole par 3 course

e TaylorMade club fitting center

e Full-service golf shop

Pro Tip: The 9-hole par 3 course is lit for night play, offering a great option for a quick round after dinner when
temperatures are cooler in summer months.

Golf Schools & Instruction

Butch Harmon School of Golf

World-renowned instructor Butch Harmon, who has coached Tiger Woods, Phil Mickelson, and Dustin Johnson,
offers premium instruction programs at his school in Henderson.

One-Day Program:
e 6 hours of instruction
e Video analysis
¢ Equipment evaluation

e Take-home materials
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e Price: $2,000
Three-Day Program:

¢ 18 hours of instruction

e On-course play

e Mental game coaching

e Equipment optimization

e Price: $5,500

Pro Tip: Book well in advance (3-6 months) for Butch Harmon school programs, as they frequently sell out,
especially in peak season. While expensive, these programs offer instruction from the coaches of PGA Tour
professionals.

Jack Nicklaus Academy

Located at Angel Park Golf Club, the Jack Nicklaus Academy offers cutting-edge technology in their instruction
programs.

Private Lessons:

e 1 hour: $175

e Series of 5: $750

e Video analysis

e TrackMan data
Half-Day Schools:

e 4 hours instruction

e Maximum 4 students

e Lunch included

e Price: $495

Pro Tip: Combine a lesson at the Nicklaus Academy with a round at Angel Park's Mountain or Palm course for a
full day of golf improvement and play.

Equipment & Services

Club Rentals

Most courses offer premium rental sets for visitors who prefer not to travel with their clubs.
Premium Sets:

e Callaway: $75-95

e TaylorMade: $75-95

e PXG: $§95-125

e Includes balls and tees
Value Sets:

e Standard set: $45

e Junior set: $25

e Single clubs: $10

Pro Tip: Reserve rental clubs in advance, especially during peak season. Specify right or left-handed, and if you
have a preference between standard clubs or a specific brand, make that request at time of booking.

Caddie Services

For the ultimate golf experience, consider employing a caddie for your round.
Types Available:
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e Forecaddie (one per group): $100 + gratuity
e  Walking caddie (one per player): $150 + gratuity
e Professional caddie (usually former tour caddies): $200 + gratuity

Pro Tip: 4 good caddie can save you several strokes with their course knowledge. The standard gratuity is $50-
100 per bag for forecaddies and walking caddies, while professional caddies typically receive $100-200 depending
on their service level.

Transportation Services

Getting to and from golf courses is made easy with various transportation options.
Resort Provided:

e Shadow Creek: Limousine included with green fee

e  Wynn: Private car service for resort guests

e (Cascata: Luxury SUV for Caesars resort guests
Third-Party Services:

e  Golf-specific car service: From $75 per trip

e Group transport (for 4-12 players): From $125

e Club transport (for shipping ahead): $25 per set

Pro Tip: If playing multiple courses during your trip, consider a weekly rental car, as transportation to courses
like Paiute or Coyote Springs can add up quickly when using ride services.

Best Times to Golf in Vegas

Seasonal Considerations

Prime Season (October-November, March-May):
e Perfect temperatures (65-85°F)
e Courses in peak condition
e Highest green fees
e Book 60-90 days in advance
Value Season (December-February):
e Cooler temperatures (55-65°F)
e Excellent course conditions
e Reduced green fees
e Occasional frost delays in early morning
Summer Season (June-September):
e Very hot conditions (95-115°F)
e Dramatically lower rates (often 50% off peak pricing)
e Early morning and twilight play recommended
e Less crowded courses

Pro Tip: For summer golf, book the earliest possible tee time (often 6:30am) to finish before the extreme heat of
midday. Courses often offer "beat the heat" specials that include unlimited bottled water and cooling towels.

Daily Timing Strategy
Morning Rounds:
e Coolest temperatures
e Best course conditions

e Fastest pace of play
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e Premium pricing
Afternoon/Twilight:
e Reduced rates (typically 30-50% savings)
e Slower pace as day progresses
e Potential for spectacular sunset finish
e Limited availability in winter (due to early sunset)

Pro Tip: In peak season, look for "sunrise specials" that offer discounts for very early morning tee times, typically
before 7:00am. These often include breakfast or a food and beverage credit.

What to Expect at Vegas Courses

Amenities & Service

Vegas golf courses are known for exceptional service standards, typically including:
e Bag drop attendants who greet you upon arrival
e Fully stocked locker rooms with premium amenities
e Practice facilities with complimentary range balls
e Attentive beverage cart service throughout the course
e  Well-appointed clubhouses with full-service restaurants
e  GPS-equipped golf carts

Pro Tip: Arrive at least 45-60 minutes before your tee time to fully enjoy the amenities and properly warm up.
Many Vegas courses have spectacular clubhouses worth exploring before your round.

Course Conditions

Las Vegas courses are maintained to exceptional standards:
e Immaculate bentgrass or bermuda greens (depending on season)
e Lush fairways contrasting with desert terrain
e Strategic bunkering with premium sand
e Water features on many signature holes
e Desert landscape areas requiring forced carries

Pro Tip: Vegas courses play differently based on time of year. Winter brings dormant bermuda rough and faster
playing conditions, while summer features lusher grass but softer conditions. Adjust your club selection accordingly.

Planning Your Vegas Golf Trip

Booking Timeline

6+ Months Out:
e Reserve accommodations at preferred resort
e Book tee times for Shadow Creek, Wynn, or Cascata
e Research golf packages through resort or third-party providers
3-4 Months Out:
e Book tee times for TPC Las Vegas and other premium public courses
e Reserve instruction sessions if desired
e Arrange transportation
1 Month Out:
e Book remaining tee times at standard courses
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e Arrange club rentals if needed
e Reserve dining for post-round meals

Pro Tip: If planning a golf trip during major events (CES, March Madness, major boxing weekends), book even
earlier as hotels charge premium rates and courses fill quickly during these periods.

Packing Considerations

Essential Golf Items:

o Extra golf balls (desert courses can be penal)

¢ Rain gear (rare but possible)

e Golf-specific sunscreen (non-greasy)

e Golf gloves (2-3 for hot conditions)

e Collared shirts (required at all premium courses)

e Golf shoes (soft spikes only at most courses)
Desert Golf Specifics:

e Wide-brimmed hat or cap with neck protection

e Cooling towel for summer play

e Sunglasses with good UV protection

e Layers for morning temperature variations

o Refillable water bottle

Pro Tip: Desert golf can be surprisingly demanding on your equipment. Expect more club and ball wear due to
occasional rocky areas, and bring more balls than you'd typically need for a similar handicap elsewhere.

Beyond the Course

Clubhouse Dining

Many Vegas golf courses feature exceptional dining options worth experiencing even for non-golfers:
Shadow Creek Grill
¢ Breakfast (5:30am-11am)
o Eggs Benedict: $24
o Steak & Eggs: $32
o Continental Buffet: $28
e Lunch (11am-5pm)
o Shadow Creek Burger: $26
o Lobster Roll: $34
o Club Sandwich: $22
Wynn Golf Club Restaurant
e Elegant atmosphere with course views
e Exceptional wine list featuring rare vintages
e Signature tableside preparations
e Perfect for post-round celebration meals

Pro Tip: Many course restaurants in Vegas offer "19th hole" happy hour specials in late afternoon with discounted
appetizers and drinks—perfect for recapping your round.

Pro Shop Collectibles

Vegas course pro shops offer unique merchandise unavailable elsewhere:
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Shadow Creek

e Apparel: Logo shirts ($95-145), custom fitted hats ($45-65)

e Limited edition items available only to players

e Full club fitting station and launch monitor analysis

e Custom order program for personalized merchandise
Wynn Golf Club

e Co-branded luxury items with fashion designers

e Collectible accessories and course memorabilia

e High-end golf equipment with custom fitting options

Pro Tip: Logo merchandise from exclusive courses like Shadow Creek makes for excellent souvenirs and gifts that
are genuinely unique to Vegas. The Shadow Creek hat clip and ball marker set ($45) is a subtle collectible popular

among golf enthusiasts.

From championship desert layouts to exclusive resort courses, Las Vegas offers golf experiences that rival its
entertainment options. Whether you're a scratch golfer seeking a championship test or a casual player looking for a
memorable round, Vegas has courses to suit every skill level and budget. With year-round playing conditions and
spectacular scenery framing every hole, it's no wonder Las Vegas has become a premier golf destination for players

from around the world.

## Pop Culture & Movies

- The 1960 original "Ocean's 11" with the Rat Pack and the 2001 remake both prominently featured

Las Vegas.

- The movie "The Hangover" (2009) significantly boosted tourism to Caesars Palace, where much of

the film was set.

- "Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas' (1998) was based on Hunter S. Thompson's 1971 novel about a

drug-fueled trip to the city.

- The TV show "CSI: Crime Scene Investigation' ran for 15 seasons (2000-2015) and was set in Las

Vegas.

- "Vegas Vacation" (1997) featured Chevy Chase's character Clark Griswold developing a gambling

addiction at Siegfried & Roy's casino.

- "Casino" (1995), directed by Martin Scorsese and starring Robert De Niro, was based on real Vegas

mobster Frank "Lefty" Rosenthal.

- The TV series ""Las Vegas'" ran from 2003 to 2008 and was set in the fictional Montecito Resort and

Casino.

- "Viva Las Vegas' (1964) starring Elvis Presley and Ann-Margret is considered one of the most

iconic Vegas movies of all time.
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Chapter 12

Tennis, Racquet Sports, and

Bowling in Las Vegas

Las Vegas offers excellent facilities for tennis, racquet sports, and bowling enthusiasts, with options ranging from
world-class resort amenities to affordable public venues. Whether you're a serious competitor or looking for
recreational fun, the city provides year-round opportunities to enjoy these popular activities.

Tennis Facilities

Resort Tennis Facilities
Red Rock Casino Resort & Spa

Location: Summerlin

Courts: 6 hard courts with lighting

Hours: 7am-10pm

Rates: Complimentary for resort guests; $30/hour for public

Amenities: Pro shop, ball machine, private lessons, group clinics, stringing service

JW Marriott Las Vegas Resort

Location: Summerlin

Courts: 4 hard courts with lighting

Hours: 7am-9pm

Rates: Complimentary for resort guests; $25/hour for public

Amenities: Tennis pro available, equipment rental, group lessons, court reservations

Public Tennis Centers

Darling Tennis Center

Location: Summerlin

Courts: 23 hard courts with lighting

Hours: 7am-10pm

Rates: Singles $8/hour; Doubles $12/hour; Ball machine $15/hour

Programs: USTA leagues, junior programs, adult clinics, private lessons, tournaments
Amenities: Pro shop, stringing service, locker rooms, stadium court, concessions

Las Vegas Tennis Center

Location: East Las Vegas

Courts: 14 hard courts with lighting

Hours: 7am-9pm

Rates: Residents $6/hour; Non-residents $8/hour

Programs: Youth lessons, adult clinics, league play, social events
Amenities: Pro shop, ball machine rental, equipment rental

Henderson Multigenerational Center
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e Location: Henderson

e Courts: 8 hard courts with lighting

e Hours: 6am-10pm

¢ Rates: Residents $5/hour; Non-residents $7/hour

e Programs: Youth classes, adult lessons, senior programs, cardio tennis

Private Clubs

Spanish Trail Country Club
e Location: Southwest Las Vegas
e Courts: 10 courts (6 hard, 4 clay) with lighting
e Access: Members only
e Programs: Private lessons, group clinics, junior academy, social events
e Amenities: Pro shop, locker rooms, restaurant, swimming pool
Red Rock Country Club
e Location: Summerlin
e Courts: 8 hard courts with lighting
e Access: Members only
e Programs: Tennis pro staff, junior programs, adult clinics, tournament play
e Amenities: Pro shop, stringing service, clubhouse access

Park & Recreation Centers

Lorenzi Park Tennis Courts

e Location: Central Las Vegas

e Courts: 4 hard courts with lighting

e Hours: 6am-11pm

e Rates: Free

e Features: Public access, first come, first served, recreational play
Mountain Crest Park

e Location: Northwest Las Vegas

e Courts: 4 hard courts with lighting

e Hours: Dawn to dusk

e Rates: Free

e Features: Public access, recreational play

Tennis Programs & Instruction

Elite Tennis Academy

e Multiple locations

e Programs: Junior development, high performance training, adult programs, private lessons

o Rates: Private lessons $70-100/hour; Group clinics $25-40/session; Junior programs vary
Vegas Tennis & Tumbling

e Location: Henderson

e Programs: Youth beginners, adult beginners, cardio tennis, team training

e Rates: Group lessons $20-35/session; Private lessons $60-80/hour

League Play & Tournaments
USTA Nevada
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Leagues: Adult 18 & over, Adult 40 & over, Mixed doubles, Senior leagues
Tournaments: Monthly tournaments, USTA sanctioned events, Junior tournaments, Senior events

Las Vegas Tennis Ladder

Format: Flexible challenge matches
Divisions: Men's singles, Women's singles, Mixed doubles
Membership: $40/year

Additional Tennis Information

Court Reservations: Most facilities require advance booking, especially during peak times (weekday
evenings & weekend mornings). Some venues offer online booking, while public courts may have time
limits.

Equipment Rentals: Racquet rental $5-15; Ball machine $15-25/hour; Ball hoppers and demo racquets
available at pro shops.

Weather Considerations: Best playing seasons are October-May. Summer play is recommended before
10am or after 6pm. Indoor options are limited.

Tennis Events: USTA tournaments, club championships, charity events, exhibition matches, and social
mixers take place throughout the year.

Youth Programs: After-school programs, summer camps, junior team tennis, high school training, and
college prep programs are available.

Pickleball Facilities

Dedicated Pickleball Centers
Sunset Park Pickleball Complex

Location: East Las Vegas

Courts: 24 dedicated courts with lighting

Hours: 6am-11pm

Rates: Drop-in $5; Monthly pass $30; Annual pass $300

Amenities: Pro shop, equipment rental, lessons, tournament venue, shaded areas, water stations

Programs: Beginner clinics, skills & drills, round robins, league play, private lessons

Plaza Pickleball Club

Location: Downtown Las Vegas

Courts: 12 dedicated courts (rooftop) with lighting

Hours: 8am-10pm

Rates: Day pass $15; Monthly membership $75; Annual membership $750

Amenities: Indoor climate control, pro shop, equipment rental, locker rooms, bar & restaurant
Programs: All skill levels welcome, professional instruction, social events, tournaments

Community Centers

Whitney Ranch Recreation Center

Location: Henderson

Courts: 8 dedicated courts with lighting

Hours: 6am-9pm

Rates: Residents $3; Non-residents $5

Programs: Beginner lessons, open play sessions, senior programs, youth instruction

Durango Hills Community Center
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Location: Northwest Las Vegas

Courts: 6 dedicated courts with lighting

Hours: 6am-8pm

Rates: Members free; Non-members $6

Programs: Morning clinics, senior play, youth programs, mixed doubles

Resort Facilities
Red Rock Casino Resort

Location: Summerlin

Courts: 10 dedicated courts with lighting

Hours: 7am-10pm

Access: Complimentary for resort guests; $20/day for public

Amenities: Equipment rental, pro shop, instruction available, food & beverage service

M Resort

Location: Henderson

Courts: 4 dedicated courts with lighting

Hours: 8am-9pm

Access: Complimentary for resort guests; $15/day for public
Programs: Beginner lessons, social mixers, equipment rental

Public Parks

Mountainside Park

Location: Summerlin

Courts: 6 dedicated courts with lighting

Hours: Dawn to dusk

Rates: Free

Features: Open play, first come, first served, water fountains, restrooms

Heritage Park

Location: Henderson

Courts: 4 dedicated courts with lighting

Hours: 6am-10pm

Rates: Free

Features: Public access, shaded areas, water stations

Indoor Facilities
Life Time Athletic

YMCA

Multiple locations

Courts: Varies by location (4-8 courts)

Hours: Sam-11pm

Access: Membership required

Amenities: Climate controlled, pro shop, locker rooms, equipment rental
Programs: Skills clinics, private lessons, league play, tournaments

Multiple locations
Courts: 2-4 courts per location

Hours: Facility hours vary
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Access: Membership required
Programs: Beginner clinics, open play, youth programs, senior activities

Pickleball Instruction & Programs

Vegas Pickleball Academy

Multiple venues
Programs: Private lessons, group clinics, skills development, tournament prep
Rates: Private $60-80/hour; Group $20-30/person; Clinics $25-40/session

Senior Pickleball Programs

Multiple locations
Programs: Beginner instruction, social play, tournaments, fitness focus
Rates: Vary by location

Leagues & Tournaments
Las Vegas Pickleball Club

Membership: $40/year
Benefits: Organized play, tournaments, social events, discounts
Programs: Ladder leagues, round robins, skills ratings, monthly tournaments

USA Pickleball Local Events

Regular tournaments with skill divisions (2.5-5.0 ratings), age divisions, mixed doubles, and singles events

Additional Pickleball Information

Equipment Rental: Paddles $5-10/day; Balls included or $2-3; Package deals and demo paddles available
at pro shops.

Weather Considerations: Best playing seasons are October-May. Summer play is recommended in early
morning or evening. Indoor options are available.

Social Play: Morning groups, evening leagues, weekend round robins, skill level matching, and social
events are offered.

Beginner Resources: Free clinics, equipment guidance, rules education, skills development, and rating
assessments are available.

Padel Tennis Facilities

Dedicated Facilities
Legacy Padel Club

Location: Southern Highlands

Courts: 4 covered padel courts with lighting

Hours: 7am-10pm

Rates: Court rental $40/hour; Monthly membership $150; Annual membership $1,500

Amenities: Pro shop, equipment rental, locker rooms, viewing area, climate controlled

Programs: Private lessons, group clinics, beginner introduction, advanced training, youth programs
Instruction: Professional coaches, all skill levels, video analysis, tournament preparation

Red Rock Padel
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e Rates: Court rental $35/hour; Day pass $25; Monthly access $120
¢ Amenities: Basic pro shop, equipment rental, water station, shaded viewing
e Programs: Introductory lessons, group play, social events, tournaments
M Resort Padel Center
e Location: Henderson
e Courts: 2 courts with lighting
e Hours: Resort guests 7am-10pm; Public 9am-8pm
e Rates: Complimentary for resort guests; $45/hour for public
e Amenities: Equipment rental, instruction available, resort amenities access, food & beverage service

Instruction Programs

Legacy Padel Academy
e Private Lessons: 1 hour $80; Package of 5 $350; Package of 10 $650
e Group Clinics: Beginner $35/person; Intermediate $40/person; Advanced $45/person (maximum 4 players)
e Youth Programs: After school sessions, weekend clinics, summer camps, junior development
Certified Instructors
e Professional padel players with international experience
e Multiple languages
e All skill levels
e Video analysis available

Equipment Rentals

e Racquets: $10/session

¢ Balls: Included with court rental

e Protective eyewear: $5/session

e Demo racquets available from various brands

Membership Options

Legacy Padel Club Membership
e Full Membership: Unlimited court time, advance booking, pro shop discounts, free clinics, guest privileges
e Social Membership: Limited court time, social events, basic benefits, guest access

Tournaments & Events

e Regular Events: Monthly social tournaments, skill level competitions, mixed doubles events, youth
tournaments, exhibition matches

e Special Events: Professional exhibitions, charity events, corporate tournaments, holiday events, social
mixers

Coming Soon Facilities

e Summerlin Sports Complex: Planned 6 courts, expected 2025, full amenities, tournament venue
¢ Henderson Recreation: Planned 4 courts, development phase, public facility, community programs

Additional Padel Information

e  Weather Considerations: Best playing seasons are October-May. Summer play is recommended early or
late in the day. Covered courts are available, but indoor facilities are limited.
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Social Play: Weekly meetups, skill level matching, organized games, social events, and mixed doubles are
offered.

Equipment Guidance: Racquet selection, proper footwear, protective equipment, and clothing
recommendations are available.

Booking Information: Online reservations, phone bookings, walk-in availability, and cancellation policies
vary by facility.

Private Events: Corporate outings, birthday parties, team building, special occasions, and custom packages
are available.

Note: Padel tennis is growing rapidly in Las Vegas, and new facilities are in development.

Bowling Centers

Casino Bowling Centers
Red Rock Lanes (Red Rock Casino)

Location: Summerlin

Lanes: 72

Hours: 8am-2am daily

Rates: Regular $4.50-7.50/game; Cosmic bowling $7-9/game; Shoes $4.50
Amenities: Pro shop, full-service bar, restaurant, VIP lanes, arcade
Programs: Leagues, birthday parties, corporate events, youth programs

Gold Coast Bowling Center

Location: West of Strip

Lanes: 70

Hours: 24/7

Rates: Regular $3.50-5.50/game; Late night special $2.50/game; Shoes $3.50
Amenities: Pro shop, snack bar, full bar, tournaments, league play

Sam's Town Bowling Center

Location: East Las Vegas

Lanes: 56

Hours: 24/7

Rates: Regular $3.75-5.75/game; Senior specials; Military discounts; Shoes $3.75
Features: Pro shop, sports bar, league play, tournaments

The Orleans Bowling Center

Location: West of Strip

Lanes: 70

Hours: 24/7

Rates: Regular $3.75-5.75/game; Late night specials; Shoes $3.75
Amenities: Pro shop, full bar, restaurant, league play

Suncoast Bowling Center
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Standalone Bowling Centers

Texas Station Bowling Center
e Location: North Las Vegas
e Lanes: 60
e Hours: 9am-midnight
e Rates: Regular $4-6/game; Cosmic bowling $6-8/game; Shoes $4
e Amenities: Pro shop, arcade, snack bar, party rooms
Strike Zone at Sunset Station
e Location: Henderson
e Lanes: 72
e Hours: 9am-2am
e Rates: Regular $4-6/game; Cosmic bowling $6-8/game; Shoes $4
e Features: Pro shop, sports bar, arcade, party packages
Santa Fe Bowling Center
e Location: Northwest Las Vegas
e Lanes: 60
e Hours: 24/7
o Rates: Regular $3.50-5.50/game; Late night specials; Shoes $3.50
e Amenities: Pro shop, restaurant, full bar, league play

Family Entertainment Centers

Brooklyn Bowl Las Vegas
e Location: The LINQ Promenade
e Lanes: 32

e Hours: Spm-2am (varies)

e Rates: Regular $7-10/game; VIP packages available; Shoes $4.95

e Features: Live music venue, full restaurant, premium bar, private events, concert venue
GameWorks Las Vegas

e Location: Town Square

e Lanes: 12

e Hours: 11am-midnight

e Rates: Regular $6-8/game; Package deals available; Shoes $4

e Amenities: Arcade, eSports arena, restaurant, bar, party rooms

Bowling Leagues & Programs
e Adult Leagues: Morning leagues (senior programs, coffee clubs, mixed doubles) and evening leagues
(mixed teams, men's/women's, singles, doubles)

¢ Youth Programs: After-school leagues (age-based divisions, coaching available, tournaments) and
weekend programs (youth leagues, family events, training programs)

e Tournament Schedule: Weekly house tournaments, monthly prize events, senior tournaments, youth
competitions, holiday events

Special Programs

¢ Corporate Events: Team building packages, corporate leagues, private events, catering available, custom
packages

e Birthday Parties: Party packages, food included, arcade credits, party host, custom themes
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e Military & Senior Discounts: ID required, special rates, group discounts, league discounts, off-peak
specials

Additional Bowling Information

e Pro Shops: Equipment sales, ball drilling, accessories, professional fitting, repairs
o Coaching Services: Private lessons, group clinics, video analysis, beginning instruction, advanced training

¢ Equipment Rental: Shoe sizes available from 1-15, ball weights from 6-16 lbs, premium ball selection,
bumpers available, ramps for children

e Food & Beverage: Full-service bars, restaurants, snack bars, lane service, party packages
e Special Events: Cosmic bowling, holiday events, tournaments, fundraisers, corporate events
¢ Group Rates: Available for large groups, school events, team building, church groups, youth organizations

Weather Considerations for All Sports
Las Vegas offers year-round opportunities for tennis, racquet sports, and bowling, but the desert climate requires
some planning:

e October-May: Ideal months for outdoor play with moderate temperatures

e Summer (June-September): Outdoor play is best before 10am or after 6pm to avoid extreme heat

e Indoor Options: Bowling centers offer climate-controlled environments year-round, while indoor
pickleball and covered padel courts provide alternatives during hot summer months

Recommended Equipment

o Tennis/Pickleball/Padel: Lightweight, breathable clothing and court shoes are essential. Sun protection
(hat, sunscreen, sunglasses) is recommended for outdoor play. Most facilities offer equipment rental if you
don't bring your own.

¢ Bowling: Casual clothing is fine, but closed-toe shoes are required (rental shoes available). Personal
bowling balls, bags, and shoes are optional but can enhance your game.

Tips for Visitors

e Call ahead for reservations, especially during peak tourist seasons

e Ask about resort guest specials if staying at a property with facilities
e Many venues offer introductory lessons for beginners

e Look for off-peak specials and happy hour bowling rates

¢ Group and family packages often provide the best value

Whether you're a serious competitor or looking for casual recreation, Las Vegas offers world-class facilities and
programs for tennis, racquet sports, and bowling enthusiasts of all ages and skill levels.
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Chapter 13

Casino Loyalty Programs in Las Vegas

Casino loyalty programs are one of the best ways to enhance your Las Vegas experience, offering rewards, discounts,
and exclusive perks based on your play and spending. Whether you're a first-time visitor or a regular Vegas traveler,
understanding these programs can help you maximize value during your stay.

Why Join Casino Loyalty Programs?

e Free to join with no obligations

e Earn rewards for activities you're already doing

e Access to special rates, offers, and experiences

e Potential for complimentary ("comp") rooms, dining, and entertainment
¢ Enhanced service and amenities as you move up tiers

Major Las Vegas Loyalty Programs

MGM Rewards

MGM Rewards covers properties including Bellagio, ARIA, MGM Grand, Mandalay Bay, Park MGM, New York-
New York, Luxor, and Excalibur.

Tier Benefits
e Sapphire (Entry Level)
o Earn points on gaming and non-gaming spend
o 2 complimentary tickets to Cirque shows annually
o Mobile check-in and digital key access
o Discounted room rates
e Pearl (20,000 points)
o All Sapphire benefits
o Free self-parking
o 10% bonus on points
o Dedicated buffet line
o Room upgrades
o Partner cruise benefits
e Gold (75,000 points)
o All Pearl benefits
Free valet parking
No resort fees
20% bonus on points
Priority check-in line
Room upgrades
Lounge access (select properties)

0O 0O O O O O O

$100 annual celebration dinner
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¢ Platinum (200,000 points)
o All Gold benefits
40% bonus on points
Priority valet
Executive host service
Suite upgrades
Guaranteed restaurant reservations

o O O O O O

Annual celebration dinner upgrade
o Priority spa/salon reservations
¢ NOIR (Invitation Only)
o All Platinum benefits
o Private jet service
o Personal host
o Unlimited suite upgrades
o Priority for all services
o Special event access

Point Earning Structure

e Slots: 1 point per $3 played

e Video Poker: 1 point per $10 played

e Table Games: Based on play time and average bet
e Hotel: 25 points per dollar

¢ Dining: 6 points per dollar

e Spa: 6 points per dollar

e Entertainment: 6 points per dollar

Redemption Values
e Dining: 1 point = $0.01 (minimum 1,000 points)
e Hotel: 1 point = $0.015 for rooms
e Entertainment: Variable rates for shows and events

Caesars Rewards

Caesars Rewards covers Caesars Palace, The Cromwell, Paris, Planet Hollywood, Flamingo, Harrah's, LINQ, and
Bally's (soon to be Horseshoe).

Tier Benefits

e Gold (Entry Level)
o Earn rewards credits
o Room discounts
o Special rates
o Online booking

e Platinum (5,000 credits)
o All Gold benefits
o Free parking
o 15% shop/spa discount
o Priority check-in
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o 5 Star Celebration dinner
e Diamond (15,000 credits)

o All Platinum benefits
No resort fees
Lounge access
Free show tickets monthly
$100 celebration dinner

o O O O O

Priority restaurant seating

o Diamond status match guarantee
e Diamond Plus (25,000 credits)

o All Diamond benefits

o Increased comp dollars

o Additional celebration dinner

o Better room upgrades

o Higher casino rate
e Diamond Elite (75,000 credits)

o All Diamond Plus benefits

o Guaranteed room availability

o Special event invites

o Enhanced celebration dinner

o Elite gift
e Seven Stars (150,000 credits)

o All Diamond Elite benefits

o Annual trip reimbursement

o Companion card

o Norwegian Cruise benefits
o Royal Caribbean benefits
o Personal host

Credit Earning Structure
e Slots: 1 credit per $5 played
e Video Poker: 1 credit per $10 played
e Table Games: Based on average bet and time
e Hotel: 1 credit per $1
e Dining: 1 credit per $1
e Shopping: 1 credit per $1

Redemption Values
e Gaming Credits: 1 credit = $0.01 for free play (minimum 500 credits)
e Restaurant: 1:1 conversion at most outlets
e Hotel rooms: Variable rates
e Shopping: 1:1 at certain outlets
e Spa services: Premium conversion rates may apply

Wynn Rewards

Wynn Rewards covers Wynn and Encore properties.



Tier Benefits
¢ Red (Entry Level)
o Comp room offers
o Special rate calendar
o Free self-parking
o Earn comps on all spend
e Gold (7,000 points)
o Free valet
o Priority reservations
o Room upgrades
o Resort credit offers
o Dedicated service line
e Platinum (70,000 points)
o VIP check-in
o Airport transportation
o Executive host
o Salon priority
o Special events
o Birthday benefits

Earning Structure
e Slots: 1 point per $1.50
e Tables: Points based on play
e Resort Spending: 1 point per $1
e Special Promotions: Bonus point periods throughout the year

Station Casinos My Rewards

Covers local properties including Red Rock, Green Valley Ranch, Palace Station, Sunset Station, Boulder Station,
and Santa Fe Station.

Tier Benefits

e Preferred (Entry Level)
o Point earning
o Base room rates
o Movie ticket discounts
o Dining discounts

¢ Gold (1,000 points)
o 2x point multiplier
o Better room rates
o Priority buffet line
o Enhanced dining discounts
o Free check cashing

e Platinum (50,000 points)
o 3x point multiplier
o VIP lounge access
o Priority service
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o Special event invites

o Dedicated host service
President (100,000 points)

o 4x point multiplier
Presidential service
Best room rates
Event priority

o O O O

Cruise benefits

Point Structure

Slots: Points based on denomination and play
Video Poker: Reduced point earning

Table Games: Based on theoretical loss
Bingo: Points per buy-in

Race & Sports: Points per bet

Mobile App Features (All Programs)

All major casino loyalty programs offer mobile apps with features including:

Digital player's card
On-demand comps
Real-time point tracking
Restaurant reservations
Room booking

Show tickets

Offer redemption
Message center

Virtual queue management
Resort maps

Event calendar

Status Matching Opportunities

Many casinos will match your elite status from a competing program:

MGM Rewards

o Matches Caesars Diamond

o Matches Wynn Platinum

o Military matching program
Caesars Rewards

o Matches MGM Gold

o Matches Wynn Gold

o Other casino programs (case-by-case)
Station Casinos

o Case-by-case matching

o Military program

o Local resident program
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Special Promotions

New Member Offers

¢ Sign-up bonuses
e Free play offers
¢ Dining credits

e Point multipliers
¢ Room offers

Seasonal Promotions

¢ Holiday multipliers
e Summer specials

e Off-peak bonuses

e Special events

e Tournament invites

Birthday Benefits

e Free play

¢ Dining credits

¢ Room offers

e Point multipliers
e Special gifts

Partner Benefits

Airlines

e Point conversion
e Status matching
e Mile earning

Cruise Lines

¢ On-board credits
e Status matching
e Special rates

Credit Cards

¢ Point earning
e Status acceleration
e Special offers

Special Services for Higher Tiers

VIP Host Services

Available at higher tier levels or based on play, host services may include:

114



e Reservations
o Priority dining
o Show tickets
o Special events
o Room bookings
¢ Credit Line Services
o Line establishment
o Increase requests
o Payment arrangements
e Travel Arrangements
o Airport transportation
o Private jet booking
o Inter-property transfer

High-Roller Programs

MGM NOIR
e By invitation only
e Private jet access
e Villa accommodations
e Personal host 24/7
e Universal resort access
e Credit line privileges

Caesars Seven Stars
e 150,000 tier credits annually required
e Airfare reimbursement
e Annual retreat
e Gift selection
e Celebration events

Wynn Private Access
e By invitation only
e Private villa access
e Dedicated butlers
e Aircraft arrangements
e Special event access

Tier Qualification Periods

¢ MGM Rewards
o Earning Period: January 1 - December 31
o Grace Period: 30 days
o Tier Credits Reset: January 1

e Caesars Rewards
o Earning Period: January 1 - December 31
o Grace Period: 45 days
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o Seven Stars: Rolling 12-month evaluation
e  Wynn Rewards
o Earning Period: Rolling 12 months
o Status Duration: 12 months from qualification
o Requalification: Rolling evaluation
o Downgrade Protection: 60 days notice

Benefits for Specific Travelers

Local Resident Benefits

¢ MGM Rewards

o Special room rates (Sunday-Thursday)

o Local dining card

o Entertainment benefits and show rates
e Station Casinos

o Enhanced point earning

o Special dining offers

o Movie ticket discounts

o Gas station partnerships

International Player Benefits

e Language assistance

e Currency exchange

e Cultural preferences accommodation
e Dietary requirements

e Immigration assistance

e  Credit establishment

e International banking

e Travel coordination

e  Cultural programs and celebrations

Business Traveler Perks

* Business center access
e  Wi-Fi upgrades

e Meeting space

e Printing services

e Flexible check-in/out

e Priority service

e Corporate rates

e Transportation services

Group Benefit Programs

e Corporate Programs
o Point earning on group bookings
o Special room rates

116



o Catering benefits
o AV discounts
e Social Groups
o Wedding programs
o Family reunion packages
o Group rates
o Activity planning

Tournament Qualification

Slot Tournaments

e Point earning qualification

e Direct buy-in options

e Invitation-only events

e Daily, weekly, monthly, and annual tournaments

Table Game Tournaments

e Poker tournaments (daily to championship)
e Blackjack tournaments (monthly to seasonal)
e Baccarat tournaments (high-roller and special events)

Tips for Maximizing Loyalty Program Benefits

Join all programs before your visit - There's no cost, and you'll earn points from the start
Use your loyalty card for everything - Gaming, dining, shopping, spa, shows

Check daily promotions - Point multipliers and special events can boost earnings

Link reservations to your account - Ensure you get credit for your stay

Use mobile apps - Access virtual cards and real-time offers

Track point expiration - Most programs have expiration policies

Compare tier benefits - Different programs may better suit your spending patterns

Time your visits for tier qualification - Plan trips to maintain or advance your status

e A e

Stack offers when possible - Combine promotions for maximum value
10. Consider status matches - Leverage status from one program to get perks in another

Conclusion

Casino loyalty programs are one of Vegas's best-kept secrets for regular visitors. Even casual gamblers and non-
gamblers can benefit from joining these free programs. Each offers different advantages, so consider your preferred
properties and spending habits when deciding which programs to focus on. Remember that benefits improve
dramatically as you move up tiers, so concentrating your play and spending with one program can yield better
rewards than spreading it across multiple programs.

Whether you're planning your first Vegas trip or you're a seasoned visitor, taking advantage of these loyalty
programs can enhance your experience and provide significant value during your stay.
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Chapter 14

Airlines and Harry Reid International Airport

Las Vegas is one of the busiest tourist destinations in the United States, with Harry Reid International Airport (LAS)
serving as the primary gateway for millions of visitors each year. This chapter provides comprehensive information
about airlines serving Las Vegas, airport facilities, and transportation options to help you navigate your arrival and
departure efficiently.

Airlines Serving Las Vegas

Major U.S. Carriers

American Airlines
e Terminal: 1
e Check-in: Level 2
e Major Routes: Dallas/Fort Worth (DFW), Chicago (ORD), Charlotte (CLT), Miami (MIA), Phoenix (PHX)
e  Website: aa.com
United Airlines
e Terminal: 1
e Check-in: Level 2
e Major Routes: Chicago (ORD), Denver (DEN), Houston (IAH), Newark (EWR), San Francisco (SFO)
e  Website: united.com
Delta Air Lines
e Terminal: 1
e  Check-in: Level 2
e Major Routes: Atlanta (ATL), Detroit (DTW), Minneapolis (MSP), New York (JFK), Salt Lake City (SLC)
e  Website: delta.com
Southwest Airlines
e Terminal: 1
e  Check-in: Level 2
e Major Routes: Extensive domestic network with the most frequencies to/from LAS
e Primary carrier at LAS
e Website: southwest.com

Low-Cost Carriers
Spirit Airlines
e Terminal: 1
e Check-in: Level 2
e Major Routes: Chicago (ORD), Dallas (DFW), Detroit (DTW), Houston (IAH), Los Angeles (LAX)
e  Website: spirit.com
Frontier Airlines
e Terminal: 3
e Check-in: Level 2

e Major Routes: Denver (DEN), Orlando (MCO), Phoenix (PHX), San Francisco (SFO)
118


https://www.aa.com/
https://www.united.com/
https://www.delta.com/
https://www.southwest.com/
https://www.spirit.com/

e  Website: flyfrontier.com
JetBlue Airways
e Terminal: 3
e Check-in: Level 2
e Major Routes: Boston (BOS), New York (JFK), Long Beach (LGB)
e  Website: jetblue.com
Allegiant Air
e Terminal: 1
e  Check-in: Level 2
e Major Routes: Multiple smaller markets, seasonal destinations (focus city operation)
e  Website: allegiantair.com

International Carriers

Air Canada
e Terminal: 3
e Check-in: Level 2
e Routes: Toronto (YYZ), Vancouver (Y VR), Montreal (YUL)
e  Website: aircanada.com
WestJet
e Terminal: 3
e Check-in: Level 2
e Routes: Calgary (YYC), Toronto (YYZ), Vancouver (YVR)
e  Website: westjet.com
British Airways
e Terminal: 3
e Check-in: Level 2
¢ Route: London Heathrow (LHR)
e  Website: britishairways.com
KLM Royal Dutch Airlines
e Terminal: 3
e Check-in: Level 2
¢ Route: Amsterdam (AMS)
e  Website: klm.com

Copa Airlines
e Terminal: 3
e Check-in: Level 2
¢ Route: Panama City (PTY)
e  Website: copaair.com
Volaris
e Terminal: 3
e Check-in: Level 2
e Routes: Guadalajara (GDL), Mexico City (MEX)
e  Website: volaris.com
Viva Aerobus

e Terminal: 3
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e  Check-in: Level 2
¢ Routes: Mexico City (MEX), Monterrey (MTY)
e Website: vivaaerobus.com

Seasonal/Charter Airlines

Sun Country Airlines

e  Website: suncountry.com

e Seasonal routes to multiple destinations
Eurowings Discover

e  Website: eurowings.com

e Secasonal service to Frankfurt (FRA)

Airport Overview

Harry Reid International Airport (formerly McCarran International) is located just 2 miles from the Las Vegas Strip,
making it one of the most conveniently situated major airports in the United States.

Terminal Information

Terminal 1

e Primarily domestic flights

e A, B, C, and D gates

e Southwest Airlines hub

e Most major U.S. carriers
Terminal 3

e International flights

e DandE gates

e International arrivals facility

e Some domestic flights
Airport Contact Information

e  Website: harryreidairport.com

e Phone: (702) 261-5211

e Terminal Maps: Available on airport website

o Flight Status: Real-time updates online

Airport Lounges

Terminal 1

The Club LAS (Terminal 1 D Gates)
e Location: D Gates, Level 2
e Hours: 5:00 AM - 12:30 AM
e Access: Priority Pass, day passes available ($45), select credit card access

e Amenities: Complimentary food & beverages, free Wi-Fi, shower facilities, business center, flight
information displays

United Club
e Location: D Gates
e Hours: 5:30 AM - 12:00 AM
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Access: United Club members, Star Alliance Gold members, day passes ($59)
Amenities: Light snacks and beverages, business services, comfortable seating, flight assistance

American Airlines Admirals Club

Location: D Gates

Hours: 5:30 AM - 10:30 PM

Access: Admirals Club members, qualifying oneworld customers, day passes ($59)
Amenities: Light refreshments, business center, travel assistance, children's room

Terminal 3
The Club LAS (Terminal 3 E Gates)

Location: E Gates, Level 2

Hours: 5:00 AM - 12:30 AM

Access: Priority Pass, day passes available ($45)

Amenities: Full bar service, hot food options, shower facilities, business center

Centurion Lounge

Location: D Gates

Hours: 5:00 AM - 11:00 PM

Access: American Express Platinum/Centurion cardholders

Amenities: Full-service bar, hot food buffet, family room, shower suites, semi-private workspaces

Customs and Immigration

International Arrivals Process

Location: Terminal 3, Level 0

Primary Inspection

Passport control

Automated passport kiosks available
Global Entry kiosks

Mobile Passport Control accepted

Customs Declaration

Written forms or mobile app
Agricultural inspection
Duty payment facilities
Secondary inspection area

Processing Times

Global Entry: 5-10 minutes

U.S. Citizens: 15-45 minutes
Foreign Visitors: 30-60 minutes
Peak Times: Allow additional time

Special Programs

Global Entry

CLEAR

Mobile Passport Control
TSA PreCheck
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Ground Transportation

Rideshare Services

Uber

Terminal 1: Level 2M of parking garage
Terminal 3: Valet level

Wait times: 5-15 minutes

Typical Strip fare: $15-25

Same pickup locations as Uber
Similar pricing structure
Premium services available

Taxi Services

Terminal 1

East side of baggage claim
Organized queue system
Strip fare: $19-25
Downtown fare: $25-30

Terminal 3

Level zero
Similar fare structure
Credit cards accepted

Shuttle Services
Hotel Shuttles

Free for hotel guests
Regular schedule
Marked stops at both terminals

Strip Shuttles

Multiple companies

Shared ride service
Door-to-door available
Rates from $8-15 per person

Car Services

Limousine

Pre-arranged service
Meet and greet available
Strip hotels from $65
Hourly rates available

Public Transportation
RTC Bus
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o Westcliff Airport Express
o Fare: $6 one-way
e 24-hour service

Rental Cars

e Consolidated rental car facility
e Free shuttle service from both terminals
e All major rental companies represented

Parking Facilities

Terminal 1 Parking

Long Term Garage

e Rate: $16/day

e Height Limit: 7'0"

e Payment: Credit cards/cash

e Features: Covered parking, direct terminal access, electric vehicle charging, lost ticket service
Economy Lot

e Rate: $12/day

e  Shuttle Service: Free

e Frequency: Every 15 minutes

e Features: Uncovered parking, well-lit area, security patrols

Terminal 3 Parking

Terminal 3 Garage
e Rate: $16/day
e Height Limit: 82"
e Features: Covered parking, walking distance to terminal, premium parking available
Remote Lot
e Rate: $12/day
e  Shuttle: Included
e Hours: 24/7
Valet Parking
e Terminal 1: $23/day
e Terminal 3: $23/day

e Features: Premium service, car care available, luggage assistance

Terminal Amenities

Dining Options
Terminal 1
e Pre-Security
o Starbucks (24 hours)
o Burger King
o Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf
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e A QGates
o PGA Tour Grill
o Stella's Kitchen
o Ruby's Dinette
e B Gates
o Jose Cuervo Tequileria
o Sbarro
o Finstein Bros Bagels
e C Gates
o Sammy's Woodfired Pizza
o Great American Bagel
o Fresh Market On The Go
e D Gates
o Shake Shack
o Las Vegas Chophouse
o Auntie Anne's
Terminal 3
e Pre-Security
o Starbucks
o Jersey Mike's
o 360° Gourmet Burritos
o E Gates
o Village Pub
o Carl's Jr.
o Pei Wei Asian Kitchen

Shopping
Terminal 1
e Pre-Security
o Welcome to Las Vegas
o Hudson News
o Tech on the Go
e Concourse Shops
o Brighton Collectibles
Brookstone
Ethel M Chocolates
Forever Flawless

o O O O

InMotion Entertainment
Terminal 3
e Pre-Security
o World of Sports
o Hudson News
e E Gates
o Luxe Vegas
o Duty Free Americas
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o Travel + Leisure

Additional Services

ATMs: All terminals

Currency Exchange: Terminal 3
Medical Services: First aid stations
Prayer Room: Both terminals

Pet Relief Areas: Both terminals
Nursing Rooms: Multiple locations
Shoe Shine: Various locations
Massage Services: Various locations
Business Centers: Both terminals

Tips for Navigating Harry Reid International Airport

L.

ook

0 0 2R

Allow Sufficient Time: The airport can be very busy, especially during weekends and major events. Arrive
at least 2 hours before domestic flights and 3 hours before international flights.

Terminal Verification: Always verify your terminal and gate information before heading to the airport, as
some airlines change terminals seasonally.

Walking Distances: Be prepared for potentially long walks between gates, especially in Terminal 1. The
airport offers a shuttle between Terminal 1 and Terminal 3 if needed.

Security Lines: TSA PreCheck and CLEAR can significantly reduce wait times during peak periods.

Slot Machines: The airport features slot machines throughout both terminals if you'd like one last chance
to win before departure.

Wi-Fi Access: Free Wi-Fi is available throughout the airport.
Charging Stations: Power outlets and USB charging ports are available near most gate areas.
Baggage Claim: For luggage assistance, look for the luggage carts available for a small fee.

Peak Travel Times: The busiest times are typically Friday through Monday mornings and Sunday/Monday
evenings when weekend visitors are departing.

. Hydration: Las Vegas has an extremely dry climate, so consider bringing an empty water bottle to fill after

security.

Conclusion

Harry Reid International Airport offers an efficient and convenient gateway to Las Vegas with excellent domestic
and international connections. The airport's proximity to the Strip makes arrival and departure relatively smooth
compared to many major tourist destinations. By familiarizing yourself with the terminal layout, transportation
options, and available amenities, you can ensure your Las Vegas experience starts and ends on a positive note.
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Las Vegas has evolved far beyond its gambling roots to become a world-class wellness destination. The city's luxury
resorts now house some of the most lavish and comprehensive spa facilities in the world, offering visitors a peaceful
retreat from the high-energy atmosphere of the Strip. This chapter explores the extensive spa and wellness options
available throughout Las Vegas, from opulent resort spas to specialized medical treatments.

Chapter 15

Spas and Wellness in Las Vegas

Strip Resort Spas

Bellagio Spa & Salon

Size: 65,000 sq ft
Hours: 6am-8pm

Facilities:

@)

@)
@)
@)
@)

@)

56 treatment rooms

Mediterranean-style pool

Fitness center (6,000 sq ft, open 24/7 for hotel guests)
Meditation room

Cold plunge pools

Steam rooms and saunas

Signature Treatments:

o

o

@)

Bellagio Stone Massage
24-Karat Gold Facial
Ashiatsu Oriental Bar Therapy

Fitness Options:

o

o

o

@)

@)

o

TechnoGym Cardio Line

Free weights to 100 lbs

Smith machines and cable stations

Peloton bikes

Yoga, Pilates, HIIT, spin, and aqua aerobics classes
Personal training ($150/hour)

Canyon Ranch Spa (Venetian/Palazzo)
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Size: 134,000 sq ft (largest spa in North America)
Hours: 6am-8pm

Facilities:
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90 treatment rooms

Rock climbing wall
Aquavana thermal suites
Salt grotto

Wave room

Fitness center (15,000 sq ft)



e Signature Treatments:

o

o

o

Canyon Stone Massage
Hydrafacial treatments
Thai massage

e Fitness Features:

o O O O O

Rock climbing wall
Kinesis training room
Cardio theater

Power Plate studio
Cycle studio

40+ weekly classes including indoor cycling, body sculpting, boxing, meditation, and yoga

varieties

Specialized programs for athletic conditioning, golf fitness, running, posture alignment, and

movement therapy

Qua Baths & Spa (Caesars Palace)

e Size: 50,000 sq ft
¢ Hours: 9am-7pm

o Facilities:

o

@)

@)

o

o

Roman baths

Arctic ice room (only one in the United States)
Laconium room

Tea lounge

Crystal body art room

e Signature Treatments:

@)

@)

o

Nobu Go Diamond Facial
Fiji Ritual
Mojave Rain

Sahra Spa & Hammam (Cosmopolitan)

e Size: 43,000 sq ft
¢ Hours: 9am-7pm

o Facilities:

@)

@)

o

o

Authentic hammam
Monsoon cave
Mother-of-pearl heated tables
Red flower treatment room

e Signature Treatments:

o Moroccan Journey

o Desert Rose Ritual

o Red Flower Hammam Experience
The Spa at Encore

e Size: 61,000 sq ft
e Hours: 7am-8pm

o Facilities:
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Designer treatment rooms
Couples' suites
Garden villas
Japanese stone gardens
Fitness center (5,500 sq ft)
e Signature Treatments:

o Good Luck Ritual

o Nalu Body Ritual

o Couple's Gold Treatment

o O O O O

¢ Fitness Equipment:
o Cybex cardio
o Life Fitness strength equipment
o Free weights
o Functional training
o Peloton bikes
o Personal training and body analysis services

Off-Strip Resort Spas

The Spa at Red Rock

e Size: 25,000 sq ft

e Hours: 6am-7pm

o Facilities:
o Adventure spa services
o Pool deck
o Fitness center
o Meditation areas

e Signature Treatments:
o Red Rock Recovery
o Desert Rose Massage
o Adventure Therapy

The Spa at Green Valley Ranch

e Size: 40,000 sq ft
e Hours: 6am-7pm
e Facilities:
o Private lap pool
o Steam rooms
o Saunas
o Outdoor therapy pool
e Signature Treatments:
o Custom Massage
o European Facial
o Body Wraps
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Boutique Spa Experiences

The Spa at Four Seasons

e Size: 16,000 sq ft
e Hours: 8am-7pm
e Facilities:
o Private retreat rooms
o Zen lounge
o Nail bar
o Relaxation areas
e Signature Treatments:
o Diamond Facial
o Crystal Healing
o Luxury Packages

Waldorf Astoria Spa

e Size: 27,000 sq ft

e Hours: 7am-7pm

o Facilities:
o Laconium room
o Ice fountain

o Experience showers

o

Vitality pools

¢ Signature Treatments:
o Caviar Facial
o Desert Journey

o Hammam Experience

Medical Spas & Wellness Centers

Shepherd Eye Center Spa

e Services:

o Laser treatments

o Botox/fillers

o Skin rejuvenation

o Medical-grade facials
e Specialized Treatments:

o Eye area treatments

o Medical-grade peels

o Laser resurfacing

Secret Body Medical Spa

e Services:
o CoolSculpting
o Body contouring
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o Skin tightening

o Weight loss programs
e Specialized Treatments:

o Fatreduction

o Body sculpting

o Skin rejuvenation

Aesthetic Revolution Las Vegas

e Services:
o Injectables
o Laser treatments
o PRP therapy
o Medical facials
e Specialized Treatments:
o Anti-aging procedures
o Skin rejuvenation
o Body contouring

VIP & Celebrity Services

Encore Spa Private Villa Experience

e Cost: Starting at $2,500
e Duration: 4-8 hours
e Features:
o Private villa entrance
o Dedicated spa butler
o Private treatment rooms
o Personal changing suite
o Private garden and pool
o Champagne service
o Gourmet dining options
o Security personnel

Bellagio Chairman Suite Spa Services

e Cost: Starting at $3,000
e Features:

o In-suite treatments
Private therapist team
Custom treatment design
24-hour availability
Helicopter transport option
Private chef services

Personal concierge

0O 0O O O O O O

Security detail
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Canyon Ranch Celebrity Protocol

e Cost: Custom pricing

e Services:

o

o 0O O O O O o

Private elevator access
Secure treatment areas
NDA:s for all staff
Personal assistant
Custom product mixing
After-hours access
Private fitness training
Dietary consultation

Private Spa Suite Programs

e Locations:

o

@)

@)

o

Caesars Palace
Wynn

Aria

Waldorf Astoria

e Features:

o

o O O O

o

Private entrances
Dedicated staff
Custom amenities
Security protocols
Exclusive products
Personal catering
Transportation services

Medical Treatments & Advanced Therapies

Advanced Injectables

e Neurotoxins:

@)

o

o

o

Botox: $12-15 per unit
Dysport: $4-5 per unit
Xeomin: $10-12 per unit

Treatment areas: Forehead lines, crow's feet, frown lines, neck bands

e Dermal Fillers:

o

O
O
@)

Juvederm family: $700-1000 per syringe

Restylane products: $650-900 per syringe

Radiesse: $800-1200 per syringe

Treatment areas: Lips, cheeks, nasolabial folds, under eyes

Laser Treatments

o Laser Resurfacing:

o

o

CO2 fractional: $2,500-5,000
Erbium: $1,500-3,000
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o Recovery time: 5-14 days
o Results duration: 2-5 years
e IPL Treatments:
o Face: $400-600
o Chest: $500-700
o Hands: $300-400
o Series packages available
Body Contouring
e CoolSculpting:
o Small areas: $750 per cycle
o Large areas: $1,500 per cycle
o DualSculpting available
o Treatment time: 35-60 minutes
e EMSculpt:
o Abdomen: $1,000 per session
o Buttocks: $1,000 per session
o Recommended series: 4 sessions
o Results visible: 2-4 weeks

Recovery & Wellness Therapies

Post-Procedure Care:

@)
@)
O
@)
@)
@)

@)

LED light therapy
Hyperbaric oxygen
Lymphatic drainage

Cold therapy

Compression therapy
Duration: 1-3 hours

Cost: $200-500 per session

IV Therapy:

O
@)
@)
@)

@)

Vitamin C boost: $200

Myers cocktail: $250

NAD+ infusion: $500-1000
Recovery drips: $300

Custom formulations available

Common Amenities & Services

Standard Facilities
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Couple's suites
Locker rooms

Standard Services

Massage therapy
Facials

Body treatments
Salon services

Nail care

Waxing

Makeup application
Wellness consultations

Additional Features

Spa boutiques

Juice bars

Healthy cafes
Meditation areas
Yoga classes
Personal training
Nutrition counseling
Wellness workshops

Day Spa Packages

Standard Packages

Half-day experiences
Full-day experiences
Couple's packages
Bridal packages
Group packages
Corporate events
Birthday celebrations

Special occasions

VIP Services

Private suites
Custom treatments
Personal attendants
Champagne service
Gourmet dining
Transportation

Gift packages
Special amenities
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Membership Programs

Resort Spa Memberships

e Monthly access

e Treatment discounts
e Guest privileges

¢ Fitness center access
e Special events

e Member lounges

e Priority booking

e Exclusive offers

Medical Spa Memberships

e Treatment packages

e Maintenance programs
e Priority scheduling

e Special pricing

e Product discounts

e Consultation services
e VIP access

e Educational seminars

Tips for Spa Visitors

Booking Advice

e  When to Book: Reserve popular spas 2-4 weeks in advance, especially for weekends

e Best Days: Weekdays (Monday-Thursday) typically offer more availability and sometimes lower prices
e Package Deals: Look for spa/room packages through your hotel or third-party booking sites

e Local Discounts: Nevada residents often receive 10-25% discounts (ID required)

Spa Etiquette

e Arrival Time: Plan to arrive 30-45 minutes before your treatment to enjoy facilities

e Communication: Clearly communicate preferences and concerns with your therapist

e Mobile Devices: Most spas request phones be silenced or left in lockers

e Gratuity: Standard tipping is 18-22% of service price (some VIP experiences include gratuity)
e Cancellation Policies: Most spas require 24-hour notice to avoid full charges

What to Bring

o Essentials: Most spas provide robes, slippers, and toiletries

e Swimwear: Required for co-ed wet areas and pools

e Gym Attire: Bring workout clothes if you plan to use fitness facilities
e Personal Products: Inform staff of any preferred products or allergies

Health Considerations

e Hydration: Drink plenty of water before and after treatments
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¢ Medical Conditions: Inform the spa of any health issues, medications, or pregnancy
¢ Alcohol: Limit consumption before treatments (some spa services enhance the effects of alcohol)
¢ Sun Exposure: Avoid significant sun exposure before or after facial treatments

Conclusion

Las Vegas spas offer something for everyone, from the budget-conscious traveler to those seeking the ultimate in
luxury pampering. While prices at Strip properties tend to be higher than average, the experience, amenities, and
service quality are typically exceptional. Many visitors find that scheduling a spa day provides the perfect balance
to the excitement and stimulation of Las Vegas's entertainment offerings.

For the best value, consider visiting during weekday mornings or afternoons, taking advantage of package deals, or
exploring the excellent off-Strip options. Whatever your preference or budget, taking time for wellness during your
Las Vegas visit will leave you feeling refreshed, rejuvenated, and ready to enjoy everything the city has to offer.
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Chapter 16

Smoking and Cannabis Policies in Las Vegas

Las Vegas has seen significant changes in its smoking and cannabis policies in recent years. While the city was
once known for its smoky casinos, many properties now offer smoke-free environments or advanced ventilation
systems. Similarly, despite Nevada's legalization of recreational cannabis, strict regulations still apply, especially
within casino properties. This chapter will guide you through what to expect regarding smoking and cannabis
policies during your Las Vegas visit.

Tobacco Smoking Policies

Smoke-Free Properties

Park MGM
e Las Vegas Strip's first 100% smoke-free casino resort
e All 2,700 rooms are non-smoking
e $500 cleaning fee for violations
e Features:
o Hypoallergenic room options
o Advanced air filtration systems
o Regular deep cleaning protocols
o Odor elimination systems
Vdara
o All 1,495 suites are smoke-free
e $500 violation fee
e Electronic monitoring systems in place
e Regular maintenance and deep cleaning protocols

Properties with Mixed Policies

Bellagio

e Approximately 80% of rooms are smoke-free

e Dedicated non-smoking towers

e Special cleaning protocols

e $300-500 cleaning fee for violations

e Regular inspections and clear communication of policies
Wynn Las Vegas

e Approximately 90% non-smoking rooms

e Designated smoking floors with clear separation

e Individual ventilation systems

e Hypoallergenic options available

e Advanced filtration and regular maintenance

Casino Ventilation Systems & Air Quality

Park MGM Advanced System
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¢ HVAC Components:
o MERV-13 air filtration
o UV-C light technology
o Bipolar ionization
o 100% fresh air exchange every 20 minutes
o Individual zone control
e  $20+ million investment
e Separate systems for gaming/non-gaming areas
e Temperature-controlled fresh air intake
o Continuous air quality monitoring
e Real-time adjustment capability
Resorts World Ventilation
e System Features:
o MERV-14 filtration
o Photocatalytic oxidation
o Dedicated outdoor air systems
o Nano-filtration technology
o Humidity control systems
e 24/7 air quality testing
e Particle count monitoring
e Automated adjustments
e Regular maintenance protocols
Venetian/Palazzo Air Management
e Technology:
o Multi-stage filtration
o Electrostatic precipitation
o Activated carbon filters
o Fresh air circulation system
e Coverage across gaming floors, restaurant areas, public spaces, and hotel towers

Restaurant & Entertainment Venue Policies

Fine Dining Establishments
Bellagio Restaurants
e All venues 100% smoke-free:
o Le Cirque
o Picasso
o Prime Steakhouse
o Lago
o Yellowtail
e Outdoor Dining:
o Designated smoking areas
o Minimum 25ft from entrances
o Separate ventilation for patios
Caesars Palace Dining
e Non-Smoking Venues:
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o Nobu
o Hell's Kitchen
o Guy Savoy
o Amalfi
Strict policy enforcement with staff training and clear signage

Entertainment Venues

Theater Policies

All indoor theaters are smoke-free:
o Cirque du Soleil venues
o Resident show theaters
o Comedy clubs
o Concert venues
Security monitoring
Designated break areas
Clear communication
Re-entry policies

Lounges & Bars

Non-Smoking Venues:
o Skyfall Lounge (Delano)
o Foundation Room (Mandalay Bay)
o  Ghostbar (Palms)
o Legacy Club (Circa)
Features:
o Outdoor smoking areas
o Air curtains at entrances
o Separate ventilation

o

Air purification systems

Future Non-Smoking Expansions

Confirmed Projects

Resorts World Expansion

Timeline: 2025
Plans:
o Additional non-smoking gaming areas
o New smoke-free restaurants
o Enhanced ventilation upgrades
o Expanded non-smoking hotel floors
$50+ million investment

Venetian Initiatives
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Industry Trends
e Increasing non-smoking areas
e New technology implementation
e Enhanced air quality standards
e Customer preference tracking indicating growing demand for smoke-free environments

Cannabis Policies

Despite Nevada's legalization of recreational cannabis in 2017, there are strict regulations about where it can be
consumed, particularly in relation to casino properties.

General Resort Policies

Strip Properties Overview
e Cannabis is strictly prohibited in:
o Casino floors
o Hotel rooms
o Public spaces
o Restaurants
o Pools
o Entertainment venues
o Parking garages
Policy Enforcement
e Security Protocols:
o Verbal warnings
o Possible removal from property
o Room inspections if complaints received
o Cleaning fees ($300-$1000)

o Possible loss of room privileges

Property-Specific Cannabis Policies

MGM Resorts Properties (Bellagio, MGM Grand, Aria, Mandalay Bay, etc.)
e Policy: Zero tolerance
e Enforcement:
o $500-1000 cleaning fee
o Possible eviction
o No designated areas
o Regular security patrols
e Storage: Not permitted on property
Caesars Entertainment Properties (Caesars Palace, Paris, Planet Hollywood, etc.)
e Policy: Strictly prohibited
e Enforcement:
o $500 minimum cleaning fee
o Possible eviction
o Security monitoring
e Storage: Not allowed in rooms/lockers
Wynn/Encore
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e Policy: Zero tolerance
¢ Enforcement:
o Immediate room inspection upon complaint
o High cleaning fees
o Strict security protocols
¢  Guest Information: Provided at check-in
Venetian/Palazzo
e Policy: Not permitted anywhere
e Enforcement:
o Regular security checks
o Cleaning fees apply
o Strict room policies
e Information: Available at front desk
Off-Strip Casino Policies
Station Casinos Properties (Red Rock, Green Valley Ranch, etc.)
e Policy: Not permitted
e Enforcement:
o Similar to Strip properties
o Regular monitoring
o Cleaning fees apply
Downtown Properties
e Policy: Prohibited in all casinos
e Enforcement:
o Security monitoring
o Removal if caught
e Proximity Note: Some properties are near consumption lounges

Legal Information

Nevada State Law
e Legal possession up to 1 ounce
e Must be 21 or older
e No public consumption
e Private residence use only
e Cannot cross state lines
e No federal property possession
Clark County Regulations
¢ No public consumption
e No smoking in:
o Public places
o Places of employment
o Gaming areas
o Hotels/motels
e Fines for violations
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Guest Information

Storage Options

e Hotel Rooms: Not permitted

e Safety Deposit Boxes: Not permitted

e Personal Vehicles: At own risk

e Alternative: Off-site storage facilities
Transportation

e Ride Share: Individual driver policies

e Taxis: Usually prohibited

e Hotel Shuttles: Strictly prohibited

e Private Vehicles: Personal discretion
Local Dispensaries

e Many located near Strip/Downtown

e Delivery not permitted to hotels

e Must show valid ID

e Cash only transactions in most cases

e Hours vary by location

Important Considerations

Medical Marijuana
o  Still prohibited in casinos
e No exceptions for medical cards
e Must follow same storage rules
e Alternative accommodations available

Common Misconceptions

e Having a medical card doesn't exempt you from casino rules
e Being legal in Nevada doesn't mean allowed in casinos

e  Public consumption is still prohibited

e No-smoking areas don't include cannabis

Consequences of Violation

e Financial:
o Cleaning fees
o Loss of deposit
o Possible fines

e Access:
o Room eviction
o Property removal
o Future stay restrictions

o Possible citation
o Law enforcement involvement
o Court appearances

Nearby Legal Consumption Options

Consumption Lounges
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e Opening in various locations (none in casinos)
e Must purchase on-site
e Age restrictions apply
e Various experiences available
Private Residences
e  Only legal consumption space
e  Must be homeowner-approved
e No public view consumption
e Away from casino properties

Tips for Visitors
Do's
e Research local laws
e Plan alternative locations
e Respect property policies
e Ask questions if unclear
e Keep documentation private

e Consume in public

¢ Bring into casinos

e Store in hotel rooms

¢ Smoke on balconies

e Display in gaming areas

Resources

e Property websites
e Front desk information
e Local regulations
e Tourism websites

e Legal guidance

Future Considerations

e Policies may change

e New lounges opening
e Regulation updates

e Property adaptations

e Industry developments

Smoking-Friendly Hotel Rooms
If you're a smoker seeking accommodations that permit smoking, these options are available, though they're
becoming increasingly limited:
Flamingo Las Vegas
e Select "GO" rooms designated for smoking
e Higher cleaning fee charged upon booking
e Special ventilation systems in smoking rooms
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The STRAT Hotel, Casino & Tower
e Designated smoking rooms and floors
e Balcony rooms where smoking is permitted on balcony only
e Additional deposits may apply
Downtown Properties
e Several downtown hotels still offer smoking rooms
¢ Generally have more smoking-friendly policies than Strip properties
e Often lower cleaning fees for violations

Navigating as a Smoker

Outdoor Smoking Areas
e Most properties have designated outdoor smoking areas
e Often located near casino entrances
e Some include covered areas with seating
e May include beverage service in certain locations
Casino Floor Smoking
e Most casinos still permit smoking on the gaming floor
e Non-smoking gaming sections are becoming more common
e Slot areas more likely to permit smoking than table games
e Electronic gaming usually offers some smoke-free options
Cigars and Vaping
e Cigar lounges in many properties (often with purchase requirements)
e Vaping typically follows the same rules as cigarette smoking
e Some properties have stricter vaping policies than traditional smoking

o  Check specific property policies regarding e-cigarettes and vape pens

Conclusion

Las Vegas continues to evolve its approach to smoking and cannabis, with an increasing trend toward smoke-free
environments while still accommodating smokers in designated areas. Cannabis remains strictly prohibited in casino
properties despite state legalization, creating a complex landscape for visitors to navigate.

For the most comfortable experience:
e Book appropriate rooms based on your smoking preferences
e Respect property policies to avoid fees and penalties
e Research cannabis regulations carefully if planning to partake
e Consider properties with advanced ventilation if smoke sensitivity is a concern

Always check the most current policies before your visit, as regulations and property rules continue to change as
Las Vegas balances tradition with evolving health standards and visitor preferences.
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Chapter 17

Las Vegas Resort Rooms - Entertainment Systems

and Darkness Features

Las Vegas hotel rooms offer some of the most advanced entertainment systems and room darkness features in the
hospitality industry. This chapter provides detailed information about what to expect across different property types,
helping you choose accommodations that match your preferences and budget.

Television and Entertainment Systems

Premium Strip Properties

Bellagio
e Standard Rooms:
o 55" Samsung 4K Smart TV
o Premium cable channels
o Pay-per-view movies
o Gaming console connectivity
o In-room streaming capability
e Suites:
o 65" Samsung 4K Smart TV
o Multiple TVs in larger suites
o Enhanced streaming options
o Surround sound systems
o Universal remote control
e Channel Package:
o Elite Package (175+ Channels)
HBO Max channels
Showtime complete
Sports networks (30+)
News networks (15+)
Movie channels (25+)
International options (35+)
PPV Events

Gaming channels

o O O O

O O O O

Wynn Las Vegas
e Standard Rooms:
55"4K UHD TV
Proprietary entertainment system
Touch-screen remote

o O O O

Device mirroring
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o

Premium sound system

e Tower Suites:

o

o

o

o

o

65" 4K UHD TVs
Multiple viewing areas
Enhanced audio systems
Integrated controls
Smart home features

e Channel Package:

o

0 0O O O O O ©O

o

Aria

Premium Package (200+ Channels)

HBO Suite (7 channels)
Showtime Suite (8 channels)
Cinemax Complete (5 channels)
STARZ/Encore (12 channels)
ESPN Network (6 channels)
International channels (40+)
PPV Movies (50+ selections)
Sports packages

e Standard Rooms:

o

o O O

55" Samsung Smart TV
Control4 automation system
Streaming capabilities
Device connectivity

HD channels

e  SKky Suites:

o

@)
@)
O

@)

Multiple 65" 4K TVs
Enhanced audio

Tablet room controls
Premium channel package

Gaming options

e Channel Package:

o

o O 0O 0O O o o o

Select Package (150+ Channels)
Premium movie channels

Sports networks

News channels

International options

Gaming content

Local HD channels

Music channels

Weather networks

Mid-Range Strip Properties

MGM Grand

e Standard Rooms:
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50" Smart TV

O
o HD programming
o Pay-per-view
o Gaming options
o Basic streaming

e  Suites:
o 55-65" Smart TVs
o Multiple screens
o Enhanced channels
o Gaming connectivity

Paris Las Vegas

e Standard Rooms:
o 49"LEDTV
o Cable channels
o Pay-per-view options
o Basic connectivity
o Standard remote

e Suites:
o 55" Smart TVs
o Multiple screens
o Enhanced package
o Basic streaming

Budget Strip Properties

Luxor

Standard Rooms:

(@]

O

O

O

(@]
Suites:

o

@)
O
)

Excalibur
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45" LED TV

Basic cable
Pay-per-view
Limited connectivity

Standard remote

50" LED TVs
Additional channels
Basic streaming

Multiple screens

Standard Rooms:

o

Suites:

42" LED TV

Basic cable package
Pay-per-view movies
Standard remote
Limited connectivity



@)
o Enhanced package
o Multiple screens
Off-Strip Properties
Red Rock Resort
e Standard Rooms:
o 55" Smart TV
o Premium channels
o Streaming capability
o Device connectivity
o HD programming
e  Suites:
o Multiple 65" Smart TVs
o Enhanced audio
o Premium packages
o Gaming options
Green Valley Ranch
e Standard Rooms:
o 50" Smart TV
o HD channels
o Streaming options
o Device connectivity
o Standard remote
e  Suites:
o 55" Smart TVs
o Multiple screens
o Enhanced packages

50" LED TVs

Streaming Capabilities

Advanced Systems (Premium Properties)

e Features:

o

o O O O O O

o

Netflix connectivity
Hulu access
Disney+

Amazon Prime
YouTube TV

HBO Max

Peacock

Apple TV+

e Connection Methods:

o

o

Direct TV app integration

Chromecast built-in
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AirPlay 2 support
HDMI port access
Smart TV apps

o O O

o Mobile device mirroring
¢ Requirements:

o Personal accounts needed

o  Wi-Fi connection

o Compatible devices

o App downloads
e Streaming Quality:

o 4K UHD support

o HDR compatibility

o Dolby Vision

o High frame rate

o Auto-quality adjustment
e Account Management:

o Secure login system

o Auto-logout at checkout

o Data privacy protection

o Multiple profile support

o Parental controls

Basic Systems (Budget Properties)

e Features:
o Limited streaming
o Basic connectivity
o Standard apps
o  Web browser
e Limitations:
o Slower speeds
o Fewer options
o Basic functionality

Gaming System Connectivity

High-End Properties

e Console Support:
o PlayStation 5
o Xbox Series X/S
o Nintendo Switch
o Gaming PCs
o VR systems

e Technical Specifications:
o HDMI 2.1 ports
o 4K/120Hz support
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o

o

o

Variable refresh rate
Auto low latency mode
Gaming preset modes

e In-Room Services:

Console rental

@)
o Game library
o Online connectivity
o Controller charging
o Gaming headset support
Standard Properties
e Console Connectivity:
o HDMI ports
o Gaming modes
o Enhanced audio

@)

Controller charging

Smart Room Integration

Wynn Tower Suites

¢ Control Systems:

@)
@)
@)
@)

@)

Custom tablet interface
Voice commands
Mobile app control
Automated scenes

One-touch presets

e Features:

o Lighting control
o Temperature adjustment
o Curtain automation
o TV/Entertainment
o Room service ordering
o Housekeeping requests
Aria Sky Suites
e Control4 System:
o Universal remote
o Wall-mounted panels
o Mobile app access
o Voice integration
o Scene programming

e Automated Features:

o

o

o

Welcome scenes
Morning/night modes
Do not disturb
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o Housekeeping alerts
o Temperature control

Audio System Specifications

Premium Suites

e Equipment:
o Bose/Bang & Olufsen systems
o Dolby Atmos support
o Multi-room audio
o Wireless subwoofers
o Ceiling speakers
e Features:
o Individual zone control
o Bluetooth connectivity
o Voice control
o Preset modes
o Party mode

Standard Rooms

e Systems:
o Sound bar integration
o Stereo speakers
o Basic subwoofer

o TV audio enhancement

o Bluetooth support

Wi-Fi Connectivity Details

Premium Properties

e Network Specifications:
o Fiber-optic backbone
o Wi-Fi 6E support
o Multiple access points
o Dedicated gaming network
o VPN support
e Speed Tiers:
o Standard: 200/200 Mbps
o Enhanced: 500/500 Mbps
o Premium: 1Gbps/1Gbps
o Gaming: Optimized latency
e Security:
o WPA3 encryption
o Device isolation
o Guest network
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o Firewall protection
o Content filtering
e Coverage Areas:
o Multiple in-room access points
Mesh network support
Signal amplification
Dead zone elimination

o O O O

Property-wide seamless roaming

Room Darkness Features

Las Vegas is a 24-hour city, and the ability to create a dark sleeping environment at any time of day is crucial for
many visitors. Properties invest significantly in blackout systems to accommodate guests' varied schedules.

Premium Strip Properties

Wynn/Encore
e System Type: Automated blackout system
e Components:
o Dual-layer motorized shades
o Blackout curtains
o Light-blocking valance
o Side channels for complete darkness
e Control:
o Bedside touch panel
o Mobile app
o Voice control
e Darkness Rating: 10/10
e Notes: Best-in-class system, virtually no light penetration
e Hardware Components:
o Lutron QS automated shades
o Dual roller mechanism
o Commercial-grade motors
o Aluminum side channels
o Custom fabric weight system
o Best Positions:
North-facing rooms (floors 30-60)
East wing corner rooms
Golf course view rooms

o O O O

Floors 45+ in any direction

Bellagio
e System Type: Motorized dual shade system
e Components:
o Blackout curtains
o Sheer privacy curtains
o Automated controls
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o Light-blocking edges
e Control:
o Bedside controls
o Remote control
e Darkness Rating: 9/10
¢ Notes: Excellent darkness, minimal light leakage
o Hardware:
o Custom motorized track
o Dual curtain system
o Sealed edge channels
o Weighted bottom rail
o Top valance system
e Best Positions:
o Spa tower north face
o Main tower floors 25+
o Fountain view rooms above 20th floor

o Corner suites in any tower

Aria
e System Type: Smart automated system
e Components:
o Motorized blackout shades
o Secondary privacy curtains
o Side channels
o Top valance
o Control:
o Control4 system
o Mobile app
o Voice commands
e Darkness Rating: 9.5/10
e Notes: Very effective system with smart features
e Optimal Locations:
o Mountain view rooms (floors 25+)
o North corner suites
o City view rooms above 35th floor
O

Inside curve rooms
Mid-Range Strip Properties

MGM Grand
e System Type: Manual dual-layer system
e Components:
o Heavy blackout curtains
o Sheer curtains
o Manual pull cords
e Control: Manual operation
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Darkness Rating: 8/10
Notes: Good darkness but some light leakage around edges
Best Rooms for Day Sleepers:

o Stay Well rooms

o West Wing rooms

o Higher floor Tower Spa Suites

o Interior facing rooms

Paris Las Vegas

System Type: Traditional curtain system
Components:
o Blackout drapes
o Sheer curtains
o Manual operation
Control: Manual pull cords
Darkness Rating: 7.5/10
Notes: Effective but requires proper closure

Planet Hollywood

System Type: Manual blackout system
Components:
o Heavy blackout curtains
o Secondary sheer layer
o Manual operation
Control: Manual pulls
Darkness Rating: 7/10
Notes: Some light leakage possible

Budget Strip Properties

Luxor

System Type: Basic dual curtain
Components:
o Blackout curtains
o Sheer privacy layer
o Manual operation
Control: Manual
Darkness Rating: 6.5/10
Notes: Adequate but light leakage common
Best Rooms for Day Sleepers:
o Pyramid rooms facing north
o Tower rooms above 20th floor
o Interior corner rooms
o Away from elevators

Excalibur

System Type: Standard curtain system
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Components:
o Basic blackout curtains
o Sheer curtains
Control: Manual
Darkness Rating: 6/10
Notes: Basic system with moderate effectiveness

Off-Strip Properties

Red Rock Resort

System Type: Modern automated system
Components:
o Motorized blackout shades
o Secondary privacy layer
o Light-blocking edges
Control:
o Bedside panel
o Remote control
Darkness Rating: 9/10
Notes: High-quality system similar to premium Strip properties

Green Valley Ranch

System Type: Dual-layer automated
Components:

o Motorized blackout layer

o Privacy sheers

o Edge blocks
Control: Remote operation
Darkness Rating: 8.5/10
Notes: Effective modern system

Tips for Maximum Darkness

Room Selection

Higher floors often better

Request rooms away from exterior lighting
North-facing rooms typically preferred
Corner rooms often darker

Suite options typically better

Usage Tips
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Check all edges when closing curtains
Use all available layers

Report any mechanical issues immediately
Request maintenance if needed

Consider bringing sleep masks as backup



Special Considerations

Strip-Facing Rooms
e Usually more light penetration
e Higher quality systems needed
e Multiple layers recommended
e Regular maintenance required
e Additional tools might help

Desert Sun Factors
e Intense morning light
e Strong afternoon sun
e Heat considerations
e UV protection
e Energy efficiency

Common Maintenance Issues and Solutions

Typical Problems

e Track misalignment

e Motor failure

e Gap development

e Fabric degradation

e Control system issues

Solutions

e Request regular maintenance

e Prompt reporting of issues

e Available repairs usually same-day

e System updates may be needed

e Replacement schedules vary by property

Future Technology Upgrades (2024-2025)

Display Technology

e 8K TV Implementation:

o Wynn (Q2 2024)
Bellagio (Q3 2024)
Aria (Q4 2024)
Selected suites first

o O O O

Standard rooms phased in later
e New Features:

o MicroLED displays

o Transparent OLED

o Wallpaper TV

155



o Ambient mode
o Al upscaling

Smart Room Evolution

e Planned Updates:

o Voice-first interfaces
Biometric controls
IoT integration
AR experiences

o O O O

Personalization systems

Room Darkness Innovations

e  Smart tinting glass

e Improved automation

e Better edge sealing

e Enhanced controls

e Energy management integration
e Mobile app integration

Choosing the Right Room for Your Needs

For Entertainment Enthusiasts

e Premium properties offer the most advanced systems
e Look for rooms with 55"+ 4K TVs

e  Check for gaming connectivity if needed

e Confirm streaming capabilities for your services

e Consider suites for enhanced audio systems

For Day Sleepers

e Focus on properties with high darkness ratings (9+)

e Request north-facing rooms where possible

e Higher floors typically offer better darkness

¢ Corner rooms often have fewer light sources

e Premium properties offer the best blackout technology

For Budget-Conscious Travelers

e Mid-tier properties often offer good entertainment options

e Manual blackout systems can be effective when properly used
e Off-Strip properties sometimes offer better value and systems
e Consider room location over room category for better darkness

Conclusion

Las Vegas hotel rooms feature some of the most advanced entertainment and darkness control systems in the
hospitality industry. While premium properties offer state-of-the-art technology, even budget-friendly options
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provide reasonable features for most travelers. By understanding what each property offers, you can select
accommodations that best match your preferences and ensure a comfortable stay in this 24-hour city.

When making reservations, don't hesitate to request specific room features or locations based on your priorities,
whether that's cutting-edge entertainment systems or the ability to sleep soundly during daylight hours. Front desk
staff and reservation agents are typically very accommodating of such requests, especially for returning guests or
those with loyalty program status.
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Chapter 18

Las Vegas Tattoo Guide

Vegas has long been associated with spontaneous decisions, and getting a tattoo ranks high among them. Whether
you're considering a commemorative piece to remember your trip or have been planning a tattoo for months, Las
Vegas offers world-class tattoo artists and studios to suit every style and budget. This chapter will guide you through
the top shops, pricing expectations, and important considerations for getting inked in Sin City.

Strip Area Shops

Hart & Huntington Tattoo Co. (Planet Hollywood)
Originally founded by motocross star Carey Hart, this high-profile shop gained additional fame through the A&E
reality show "Inked."
¢ Location: Inside Planet Hollywood Resort & Casino
e Hours: 11am-11pm daily
e Pricing:
o Minimum: $100
o Hourly rate: $200-300
o Custom pieces: Quote based
e Specialties:
o Traditional American
o Japanese
o Portrait work
o Custom designs
e Artists: 8-10 resident artists
e Features:
o Walk-ins welcome
o Custom design consultations
o Celebrity clientele
o High-end facility
Hart & Huntington's convenient Strip location makes it popular with tourists looking for same-day appointments.

The shop's visibility and reputation allow them to attract top talent from around the country. Expect to pay premium
prices, but the quality of work justifies the cost.

Club Tattoo (Miracle Mile Shops)

Co-owned by Chester Bennington of Linkin Park fame before his passing, Club Tattoo maintains a strong reputation
for quality work in a convenient Strip location.

¢ Location: Inside Miracle Mile Shops at Planet Hollywood
¢ Hours: 11am-10pm daily
e Pricing:

o Minimum: $80

o Hourly rate: $175-250

o Large pieces: Quote based
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e Specialties:
o Color work
o Black and grey
o Tribal
o Cover-ups
¢ Features:
o Walk-ins accepted
o Piercing services
o Jewelry sales
o Multiple artists

The shop's location in Miracle Mile makes it easily accessible during shopping excursions, and their extended hours
accommodate Vegas' 24-hour lifestyle. They offer both tattooing and piercing services, making it a one-stop shop
for body modification.

Off-Strip Premium Shops

Revolt Tattoos
Founded by accomplished artists Joey Hamilton and Walter "Sausage" Frank from the TV show "Ink Master,"
Revolt has quickly established itself as one of the premier studios in Las Vegas.
e Location: Multiple locations
e Hours: 10am-10pm
e Pricing:
o  Minimum: $100
o Hourly rate: $200-400
o Custom work: Quote based
e Specialties:
o Realism
o Color portraits
o Japanese
o Custom designs
o Features:
o Award-winning artists
o Private studios
o Custom design work
o Appointment preferred

Revolt attracts clients seeking higher-end custom work and those familiar with the founders' television appearances.
Though not directly on the Strip, many visitors find the short trip worthwhile for the quality of artistry.

Studio 21 Tattoo

A favorite among locals and visitors seeking quality custom work in a more relaxed environment than Strip locations.
e Location: Near Strip
¢ Hours: 12pm-8pm
e Pricing:
o Minimum: $80
o Hourly rate: $150-250
o Full day sessions available
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e Specialties:
o Traditional
o Neo-traditional
o Black and grey
o Custom work
o Features:
o Clean, modern facility
o Private rooms
o Consultation required for large pieces
o Expert cover-up work

Studio 21 balances quality with reasonable pricing, making it popular for visitors willing to venture slightly off the
Strip. Their artists are particularly skilled at cover-up work, helping countless visitors transform regrettable tattoos
into beautiful new pieces.

Local Favorite Shops

Basilica Tattoo

This artist-owned studio in the vibrant Arts District offers a more authentic local experience than Strip locations.
e Location: Downtown Arts District
e Hours: 12pm-8pm
e Pricing:
o Minimum: $70
o Hourly rate: $150-200
o Full sleeve: Quote based
e Specialties:
o Traditional
o Japanese
o Black work
o Fine line
e Features:
o Artist-owned
o Custom designs
Appointment preferred

o

o Portfolio reviews

For visitors venturing downtown, Basilica provides an opportunity to experience Las Vegas' growing arts scene
while getting tattooed by some of the city's most respected artists. The Arts District location means you'll find great
coffee shops, galleries, and restaurants nearby.

Inner Visions Tattoo

This Henderson shop is worth the trip for visitors seeking quality work at more affordable prices than Strip locations.
¢ Location: Henderson
e Hours: 11am-7pm
e Pricing:
o Minimum: $60
o Hourly rate: $125-200
o Custom work: Quote based
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e Specialties:
o Color work
o Black and grey
o Traditional
o Cover-ups
o Features:
o Family-owned
o Clean environment
o Walk-ins welcome
o Free consultations

While Henderson is a bit of a journey from the Strip, the price difference can be substantial for larger pieces, often
justifying the rideshare or rental car expense. The shop has built a strong reputation among locals for consistent
quality and fair pricing.

Price Guide by Size and Type

Small Tattoos (1-2 hours)
e Simple designs: $100-300
e Text/lettering: $80-200
e Small color pieces: $150-400
e Cover-ups: $200-500

Medium Tattoos (3-5 hours)
e Half sleeve: $600-1,500
e Large pieces: $500-1,000
e Detailed work: $750-1,500
e Color portraits: $800-2,000

Large Tattoos (6+ hours)
e Full sleeve: $1,500-4,000
e Back pieces: $2,000-5,000
e Custom large scale: $2,500-7,000
e  Multiple session work: Quote based

Style-Specific Pricing

Traditional American
e Small: $100-300
e  Medium: $300-700
e Large: $700-2,000

Japanese
e Small: $150-400
e  Medium: $400-1,000
e Large: $1,000-3,000
o Full body suits: Quote based
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Realism/Portraits
e Small: $200-500
e Medium: $500-1,200
e Large: $1,200-3,000

Additional Services

Touch-ups
¢ Recent work: Often free
e Old tattoos: $50-150
e  Other artists' work: Quote based

Cover-ups

Small: $200-500
Medium: $500-1,000
Large: $1,000-2,500
Complex: Quote based

Design Work
e Custom design: $50-200
e Modifications: $25-100
o Consultations: Usually free
e Artwork preparation: Varies

Important Considerations

Booking Process

o Deposits: Usually required, typically $50-100

¢ Consultation fees: Varies by artist

e Cancellation policies: Most require 24-48 hours notice

e Booking time: Popular artists may be booked 1-6 weeks ahead

Strip-area shops are more accommodating to walk-ins, but quality can vary. For the best experience with a specific
artist, book well in advance of your trip.

Health & Safety

Nevada has strict regulations for tattoo establishments, providing a generally high standard of safety.

Licensing: All legitimate shops are licensed

Sterilization: Autoclave sterilization required

Single-use needles: Standard practice
o Health department ratings: Available for public review

Don't hesitate to ask questions about sterilization procedures or to see an artist's license. Reputable shops welcome
these inquiries and are proud of their safety standards.

Aftercare

Getting a tattoo during vacation requires special consideration for aftercare.
¢ Sun exposure: New tattoos should avoid direct sunlight and pool/spa water
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o Flight considerations: Long flights may cause swelling

o Instructions provided: Follow exactly as directed

e Products available: Most shops sell aftercare products

¢ Follow-up care: Important for ensuring proper healing

e Touch-up policies: Many shops offer free touch-ups within a specific time frame

Consider the timing of your tattoo appointment carefully. Getting tattooed at the beginning of your trip means you'll
need to avoid pools, hot tubs, and direct sun during healing—potentially limiting your Vegas experience.

Special Requirements

e Age restrictions: Must be 18+ (no exceptions)

¢ ID required: Valid government-issued photo ID mandatory

¢ Consent forms: Required for all procedures

e Medical conditions: Disclose all conditions and medications

e Sobriety required: Artists will refuse to tattoo intoxicated clients

Tips for Getting Tattooed in Vegas

Do Your Research
e Review artist portfolios online before your trip
¢ Find artists who specialize in your desired style
e Read reviews from previous clients
e Follow artists on social media to see recent work

Plan Ahead
e Book appointments well before your trip for popular artists
e Schedule your tattoo with your vacation activities in mind
¢ Consider the healing process when planning pool days
e Allow flexibility in your schedule for longer sessions

Budget Appropriately
o Strip locations typically charge premium prices
e Tipping 15-20% is customary for good service
e Factor in aftercare products when budgeting
e Deposits are typically required and may be non-refundable

Vacation Considerations
e Avoid getting tattooed if you plan to swim the next day
¢ Consider sun exposure during healing
e Pack loose clothing that won't rub on the new tattoo
e Bring appropriate aftercare supplies

Should You Get a Spontaneous Tattoo in Vegas?
Las Vegas has a well-earned reputation for spontaneous decisions, and many visitors consider getting an unplanned
tattoo as part of their Vegas experience. Before making this decision, consider:

e Permanence: Unlike other Vegas decisions, tattoos are permanent souvenirs

¢ Quality vs. convenience: Walk-in availability may limit artist choice

¢ Design consideration: Pre-designed "flash" offers quicker options than custom work
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Post-vacation thoughts: Will you still appreciate the design when you return home?

If you're determined to get a spontaneous tattoo:

Stick with simple designs with timeless appeal

Avoid names of current partners unless you're married
Consider designs that will maintain meaning beyond your trip
Choose a reputable shop rather than the most convenient option
Stay sober for the decision-making and tattooing process

Conclusion

Las Vegas offers tattoo options ranging from high-end custom studios to convenient Strip locations for spontaneous
ink. Whether you're planning a significant piece or a small memento of your trip, taking time to research artists and
understanding the process will ensure you leave with a quality tattoo that you'll appreciate long after your Vegas

vacation ends.

Remember that in the world of tattoos, you typically get what you pay for. While budget constraints are real,
choosing an artist based solely on price often leads to disappointing results. Instead, focus on finding the right artist
for your desired style, even if it means scaling down the size of your tattoo to accommodate your budget.

With proper planning and research, a Las Vegas tattoo can be a meaningful, high-quality souvenir that lasts a

lifetime.
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Chapter 19

Television Productions in Las Vegas

Las Vegas has long been a favorite setting for television producers, drawn by its iconic landmarks, vibrant characters,
and endless supply of fascinating stories. From reality shows to scripted dramas, documentaries to game shows, the
city has played host to numerous productions that have shaped how the world sees Las Vegas. This chapter explores
the city's relationship with television and offers insights for visitors interested in TV filming locations or even
catching a glimpse of productions in action.

Currently Filming Shows

Reality TV

Pawn Stars
¢ Network: History Channel
e Status: Active (Season 21 in 2024)
e Location: Gold & Silver Pawn Shop (713 Las Vegas Blvd S)
e Cast: Rick Harrison, Corey Harrison, Austin "Chumlee" Russell

e Visitor Experience: The shop is open to the public daily from 10am-5:30pm. While filming schedules are
not published, weekday mornings offer the best chance of seeing production in action. The shop has become
a tourist attraction in its own right, with merchandise and photo opportunities available even when filming
isn't taking place.

Wild 'N Out
e Network: MTV/VHI1
e Status: Active (Season 20 in 2024)
¢ Location: Wild 'N Out Sports Bar and Arcade, Vegas Strip
e Host: Nick Cannon

e Visitor Experience: The venue is open to the public when not filming. Check their social media for
announcements of live tapings, which sometimes offer audience tickets.

Hell's Kitchen
e Network: Fox
e Status: Active (Season 22 in 2023-24)
e Location: Caesars Palace
¢ Host: Gordon Ramsay

e Visitor Experience: The Hell's Kitchen restaurant at Caesars Palace serves as both a working restaurant
and filming location. When the show is in production (typically several weeks per year), part of the
restaurant is closed for filming. The restaurant itself is open year-round, offering signature dishes from the
show.

Formula 1: Drive to Survive
e Network: Netflix
e Status: Active (Vegas Grand Prix episodes in 2024)
e Location: Las Vegas Strip Circuit
e Format: Behind-the-scenes F1 racing

¢ Notes: Following the debut of the Las Vegas Grand Prix in November 2023, the Netflix crew extensively
documented the event for upcoming seasons.

165



Vegas High Rollers
¢ Network: Discovery+
e Years: 2023-Present
e Location: Various Vegas casinos
¢ Format: High-stakes gambling
e Focus: Professional gamblers
Hustling Vegas
e Network: History Channel
e Years: 2023-Present
e Location: Various Vegas locations
¢ Format: Business entreprencurs
e Focus: Vegas business ventures

Scripted Series

CSI: Vegas
e Network: CBS
e Status: Active (Season 3 in 2023-24)
e Cast: Paula Newsome, Matt Lauria, Mandeep Dhillon
¢ Format: Crime drama
e Locations: Various Vegas locations, primarily filmed in studios with location shoots throughout the city

e Legacy: The original CSI ran from 2000-2015 and significantly boosted Vegas tourism, with fans seeking
locations from the show

Truth Be Told
¢ Network: Paramount+
e Status: New Series (2024)
e Location: Various Vegas locations
e Format: Crime drama

Documentary Series

Vegas 24/7: The New Era
e Network: Discovery+
e Status: Active (2023-Present)
e Location: Various
e Format: Behind-the-scenes documentary
e Focus: Modern Vegas operations
Secrets of Las Vegas
e Network: Discovery+
e Status: Active (2023-Present)
e Location: Multiple locations
¢ Format: Documentary series
e Focus: Hidden Vegas history and operations

Shows with Regular Vegas Episodes
American Ninja Warrior
e Network: NBC

e Status: Annual Vegas episodes
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e Location: Various Strip locations
¢ Format: Athletic competition

e Visitor Experience: When in production, typically in summer months, the elaborate obstacle courses are
set up in public areas like the Las Vegas Events Center or outside casino properties. Limited audience tickets

may be available.
Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives
e Network: Food Network
Status: Regular Vegas episodes

Location: Local restaurants
Host: Guy Fieri

Historic Vegas TV Shows

Reality TV Classics

Casino/Gambling Based
American Casino
e Network: Discovery Channel
Years: 2004-2005
Location: Green Valley Ranch Resort

e Format: Behind-the-scenes casino operations

Casino Confidential

e Network: TLC

e Years: 2012

e Location: Various casinos

e Format: Day-to-day casino operations
Hospitality Based
Vegas Strip

e Network: truTV

e Years: 2011-2012

e Location: Various Strip properties

¢ Format: Security operations

¢ Focus: Casino security incidents
Las Vegas Law

e Network: Investigation Discovery

e Years: 2016

e Location: Clark County

¢ Format: Legal system operations

e Focus: District Attorney cases
Las Vegas Jailhouse

e Network: truTV

e Years: 2010-2011

e Location: Clark County Detention Center

e Format: Prison operations

Legacy: Provided one of the first detailed looks into modern casino management

Visitor Experience: Many featured restaurants display their appearance on the show and offer "As Seen
on DDD" menu items. Check the show's website for a complete list of Vegas locations.
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Entertainment Based
Girls Next Door

e Network: E!

e Years: 2005-2010

e Location: Various Vegas episodes

e Cast: Hugh Hefner, Holly Madison

e Format: Lifestyle reality show
Holly's World

e Network: E!

e Years: 2009-2011

e Location: Planet Hollywood

e Cast: Holly Madison

e Format: Vegas performer lifestyle
Vegas Rat Rods

e Network: Discovery Channel

e Years: 2014-2018

e Location: Steve Darnell's shop

¢ Format: Custom car builds

¢ Focus: Automotive customization

Influential Scripted Series

Las Vegas
e Network: NBC
e Years: 2003-2008
e Location: Fictional Montecito Resort (primarily filmed at the Mandalay Bay)
e Cast: James Caan, Josh Duhamel
o [Episodes: 106

e Legacy: Created the template for modern Vegas-based dramas, blending glamour with behind-the-scenes
operations

CSI: Crime Scene Investigation (Original Series)

e Network: CBS

e Years: 2000-2015

e Location: Various Vegas locations

e Cast: William Petersen, Jorja Fox

o [Episodes: 300+

e Impact: Revolutionized crime procedurals and significantly increased interest in Las Vegas tourism
The Strip

e Network: UPN

e Years: 1999

e Location: Las Vegas Strip

e Format: Police drama

o Episodes: 10

Documentary Series

Caesars 24/7

e Network: A&E
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e Years: 2005

e Location: Caesars Palace

e Format: Documentary series

e Focus: Hotel operations
Vegas: Based on a True Story

e Network: PBS

e Years: Various

e Location: Multiple locations

¢ Format: Documentary

e Focus: City history

Game Shows
Puppet Up!
e Network: GSN
e Years: 2006
e Location: Venetian
e Format: Improv comedy
e Focus: Puppet entertainment
Sin City Rules
e Network: TLC
e Years: 2012
e Location: Various
e Format: Reality competition
e Focus: Vegas businesswomen

Notable Episodes of Popular Series
Friends

e "The One in Vegas" Parts 1 & 2

¢ Network: NBC

e Location: Caesar's Palace

¢ Legacy: One of the most famous Vegas-set episodes in television history

The Office

e "Business School"

e Network: NBC

e Location: Various Vegas locations
Modern Family

e "Vegas"

e Network: ABC

¢ Location: Mandalay Bay

Famous Filming Locations You Can Visit

Gold & Silver Pawn Shop
e Show: Pawn Stars
e Address: 713 Las Vegas Blvd South
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e Experience: Shop for merchandise, see memorabilia from the show, and possibly catch a glimpse of the
cast

o Tips: Arrive early to avoid long lines; weekday mornings offer the best experience

Hell's Kitchen Restaurant
¢ Show: Hell's Kitchen
e Location: Caesars Palace
o Experience: Dine in the restaurant featured on the show, with its signature red and blue kitchens
e Tips: Reservations strongly recommended; book weeks in advance for dinner service

Fremont Street
e Shows: Multiple, including Pawn Stars and CSI
o Experience: Many scenes for various shows are filmed along this historic street
e Tips: Visit during weekdays when filming is more likely to occur

The Strat Hotel & Casino
e Show: CSI (multiple episodes)
o Experience: The distinctive tower has been featured in numerous establishing shots and scenes
e Tips: Visit the observation deck for views of the city seen in many productions

Clark County Government Center
e Show: Las Vegas Law
e Experience: The exterior of this building is featured regularly in the show
e Tips: Combine with a visit to nearby Downtown Las Vegas

Production Details

Active Filming Locations
e Las Vegas Strip
e Downtown/Fremont Street
e Areal5
e Resorts World
e The Sphere
e Formula 1 Paddock
e Allegiant Stadium

Production Facilities
e The Sphere Studios
e FI1 Media Center
e UFC Apex
e Raiders Media Center
e Vegas Film Studios
e The Nest
e Downtown Studios

Economic Impact (2023-2024)
e Production jobs: 2,500+
e Annual economic impact: $500M+
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e Hotel room nights: 100,000+
e Local business participation: 300+ companies

Upcoming Productions

New Series Development
e UFC reality series
e Sphere documentary series
e Formula 1 behind-the-scenes show
e Vegas Golden Knights documentary
e Raiders featured series

Pilot Productions
e New casino-based reality shows
e Sports betting series
e Luxury real estate shows
e Restaurant renovation series

Tips for TV Enthusiasts Visiting Vegas

How to Spot Active Productions

e  Watch for Production Signs: Look for "Production Parking" signs or equipment trucks, often marked with
cryptic production names

e Film Permits: The Las Vegas Film Office occasionally posts information about major productions
e Social Media: Follow shows set in Vegas on social media for announcements about public filming
¢ Hotel Staff: Concierges are often informed about productions happening on property

Audience Opportunities
e Game Shows: Some Vegas-based game shows offer free tickets for tourists
¢ Comedy Shows: Comedy series often need audience members (check liota.com)
¢ Reality TV: Shows like Pawn Stars occasionally announce open casting calls for visitors

TV-Inspired Itineraries
Pawn Stars Tour
¢ Gold & Silver Pawn Shop
¢ Rick's Rollers (Rick Harrison's business near the pawn shop)
e Count's Kustoms (featured in many episodes)
e Various expert shops seen on the show
CSI Experience
¢ MGM Grand's CSI: The Experience attraction
e Clark County Coroner's Office (exterior only)
e Las Vegas Police Department headquarters (exterior only)
e Crime scene locations from famous episodes
Food TV Tour
e Visit restaurants featured on Food Network shows
e Hell's Kitchen at Caesars Palace
e Guy Fieri's Vegas Kitchen & Bar
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e Restaurants featured on Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives

The Impact of Television on Las Vegas

Television has played a significant role in shaping the public perception of Las Vegas, both positively and negatively.
Shows like CSI brought attention to the city's darker side but simultaneously increased interest in visiting. Reality
shows like Pawn Stars have created entirely new tourist destinations that were previously unknown.

Tourism Influence
e The original CSI series is credited with increasing tourism interest in Las Vegas by an estimated 7-10%
during its peak years
e Pawn Stars transformed a small family business into one of the city's most popular off-Strip attractions
¢ Food and restaurant reality shows have significantly boosted the city's culinary reputation

Economic Benefits
e Television production creates thousands of local jobs
e Featured businesses often see dramatic increases in customer traffic
e Productions spend millions on hotel rooms, catering, and local services

Conclusion

Las Vegas continues to captivate television producers with its unique blend of glamour, gambling, and larger-than-
life characters. From reality shows that turn local businesses into tourist attractions to crime dramas that showcase
the city's grittier side, Vegas-based television offers a window into a world that both reflects and enhances the real
Las Vegas experience.

For visitors, understanding this relationship between television and the city adds another layer to the Las Vegas
experience. Whether you're browsing memorabilia at the Gold & Silver Pawn Shop, dining at Hell's Kitchen, or
simply recognizing filming locations as you explore, the city's television presence has become an integral part of
the modern Las Vegas story.
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Chapter 20

Professional Sports and Major

Events in Las Vegas

Once known primarily for gambling and entertainment, Las Vegas has rapidly transformed into a major sports
destination. The city now hosts multiple professional teams and world-class sporting events throughout the year.
This chapter will guide you through Las Vegas's thriving sports scene, from major league teams to international
competitions, along with essential information for attending events during your visit.

Major League Teams

NFL: Las Vegas Raiders

The Raiders' relocation from Oakland has brought NFL football to Las Vegas in spectacular fashion.
Venue: Allegiant Stadium (nicknamed "The Death Star")
Capacity: 65,000
Season: September-January
Conference: AFC West
Home Games: 8-9 regular season games
Ticket Prices: $75-1,000+
Stadium Features:
o Retractable field
Retractable doors

Climate controlled

o O O

Premium seating options
o Multiple clubs and lounges
o 85-foot flaming Al Davis Memorial Torch
Visitor Tips:
e Regular season tickets sell out quickly—purchase well in advance
e Consider pre-season games for more affordable options
e Stadium tours available year-round ($59-80)
o Located within walking distance of the south Strip

NHL: Vegas Golden Knights

The Golden Knights have defied expectations for an expansion team, quickly becoming one of the NHL's most
successful franchises and winning the Stanley Cup in 2023.

e Venue: T-Mobile Arena

e Capacity: 17,500

e Season: October-April

e Conference: Western

e Home Games: 41 regular season games
e Ticket Prices: $65-500+
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Status: 2023 Stanley Cup Champions
Arena Features:
o Multiple configurations

o Premium seating
o Toshiba Plaza pre-game festivities
o Multiple bars/clubs
o State-of-the-art acoustics
Visitor Tips:

Games feature elaborate pre-game shows with medieval knights

Toshiba Plaza outside the arena offers pre-game entertainment

Premium games against Original Six teams have higher prices

T-Mobile Arena is centrally located on the Strip between Park MGM and New York-New York

WNBA: Las Vegas Aces

The Aces have established themselves as a WNBA powerhouse, winning consecutive championships in 2022 and

2023.

Venue: Michelob ULTRA Arena (inside Mandalay Bay)
Capacity: 12,000

Season: May-September

Conference: Western

Home Games: 20 regular season games

Ticket Prices: $25-200

Status: 2022 & 2023 WNBA Champions

Visitor Tips:

More affordable family entertainment option compared to NHL/NFL
Great opportunity to see world-class women's basketball

Convenient location within Mandalay Bay Resort

Games feature high-energy entertainment during breaks

MLB: Oakland Athletics (Relocating 2028)
The Oakland Athletics are scheduled to relocate to Las Vegas, making it the newest MLB market.

Future Venue: Las Vegas Ballpark (Under Development)
Planned Capacity: 30,000+
Location: Strip Corridor
Season: Will begin 2028
Features (planned):
o Retractable roof
o Premium amenities
o Modern design
o Mixed-use development

Minor League Teams

Triple-A Baseball: Las Vegas Aviators

Until the A's arrive, the Aviators offer high-quality professional baseball at an affordable price.
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e Venue: Las Vegas Ballpark (Summerlin)
e Capacity: 10,000
e Season: April-September
o League: Pacific Coast League (Triple-A Affiliate of the Oakland A's)
e Home Games: 75
e Ticket Prices: $15-100
e Ballpark Features:
o Swimming pool

o Party zones
o Climate-controlled seats
o Premium areas
o Family sections
Visitor Tips:

e Family-friendly environment with activities for children
e "Bark in the Park" nights allow dogs at certain games

e Located near Red Rock Casino (shuttle service available)
e Many future MLB stars play at this level

Indoor Football League: Vegas Knight Hawks

e Venue: Dollar Loan Center
o Capacity: 5,567

e Season: March-July

e League: I[FL

¢ Home Games: 7

e Ticket Prices: $20-75

United Soccer League: Las Vegas Lights FC

e Venue: Cashman Field

e Capacity: 9,334

e Season: March-October

e League: USL Championship
e Home Games: 17

e Ticket Prices: $15-75

Major Sporting Events

Formula 1: Las Vegas Grand Prix
One of the newest and most prestigious events on the Las Vegas calendar, the F1 Grand Prix transforms the Strip
Into a racing circuit.

e Venue: Las Vegas Strip Circuit

e Date: November

e Track Length: 3.8 miles

e Capacity: 100,000+

o Ticket Prices: $500-15,000+

o Features:
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Night race through the Strip
50 laps with 17 corners
Passes iconic landmarks including Caesars Palace, Bellagio, and The Sphere

o O O O

Practice sessions, qualifying, and main race
Visitor Tips:
e Book accommodations at least a year in advance
o Expect significantly higher room rates during race weekend
e Consider premium experiences for the best views
e General admission provides limited viewing opportunities
e Many resorts offer special viewing parties

UFC Events

Las Vegas is the undisputed home of UFC, hosting many of its biggest events throughout the year.
¢ Regular Events
¢ Venues: T-Mobile Arena/UFC APEX
e Frequency: 8-12 events annually
e Capacity: Varies by venue (17,500 at T-Mobile Arena, 500 at UFC APEX)
o Ticket Prices: $75-1,500+
Special Event: UFC International Fight Week
e Date: Early July
e Features:
o Multiple fight cards
Fan experiences
Meet and greets

o O O

UFC Hall of Fame ceremony
Visitor Tips:
e Premium events sell out quickly
e Fight week in July offers multiple events and activities
e APEX events are smaller but offer intimate viewing experience
e Check UFC schedule when planning your trip

Boxing

Las Vegas remains the boxing capital of the world, hosting the sport's biggest championship fights.
e Major Fight Events
e Venues:
o T-Mobile Arena
o MGM Grand Garden Arena
o Mandalay Bay Events Center
¢ Frequency: 6-10 major fights annually
e Ticket Prices: $100-5,000+
Notable Periods:
e Cinco de Mayo weekend (early May)
e Mexican Independence weekend (mid-September)
e New Year's weekend
Visitor Tips:
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Major fights often coincide with busier, more expensive weekends
Secondary market prices can be substantially higher
Celebrity spotting is common at marquee boxing events

Check schedules well in advance as fights can be announced on short notice

NASCAR
Las Vegas Motor Speedway hosts multiple NASCAR events each year.

Annual Races
Venue: Las Vegas Motor Speedway
Events:

o Pennzoil 400 (March)

o South Point 400 (October)
Capacity: 80,000
Ticket Prices: $50-300+

Visitor Tips:

Located 15 miles northeast of the Strip

Shuttle services available from select hotels

Consider pit passes for enhanced experience

Spring race typically has milder weather than fall race

PGA Tour: Shriners Children's Open

Venue: TPC Summerlin
Date: October

Purse: $8.4 million
Ticket Prices: $35-200+

Visitor Tips:

Located in Summerlin (west of the Strip)

Typically pleasant fall weather

Pro-am events allow watching celebrities and professionals
More relaxed atmosphere than many sporting events

Seasonal Events Guide

Winter (December-February)

Vegas Golden Knights Home Games: 2-3 games per week
Pro Bowl Skills Competition (when hosted in Las Vegas):
o Date: Early February
o Venue: Allegiant Stadium
o Ticket Range: $40-200
Boxing/UFC New Year's Events: Various Strip properties

Spring (March-May)

NASCAR Pennzoil 400:
o Date: Early March
o Venue: Las Vegas Motor Speedway
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o Features: NASCAR Cup Series, Xfinity Series, Truck Series
o Ticket Range: $50-300
e NCAA Conference Tournaments:
o Pac-12, Mountain West, West Coast Conference
o Venues: T-Mobile Arena/Orleans Arena
o Date: Early-Mid March
e Boxing Cinco de Mayo Weekend:
o Major championship fights
o Venue: T-Mobile Arena/MGM Grand

o International events

Summer (June-August)

e NBA Summer League:
o Date: Early-Mid July
o Venue: Thomas & Mack Center/Cox Pavilion
o Features: All 30 NBA teams, international teams, rookies
o Ticket Range: $30-100
e Las Vegas Aces Home Games:
o Venue: Michelob ULTRA Arena
o Regular season: May-September
e UFC International Fight Week:
o Date: Early July
o Multiple events and fan experiences

Fall (September-November)

e Las Vegas Raiders Home Games:
o Venue: Allegiant Stadium
o 8-9 home games
e Formula 1 Las Vegas Grand Prix:
o Date: November
o Venue: Las Vegas Strip Circuit
o Ticket Range: $500-15,000+
e PGA Tour Shriners Children's Open:
o Date: October
o Venue: TPC Summerlin
o Ticket Range: $35-200

Additional Events

e Las Vegas Bowl (College Football):

o Date: December

o Venue: Allegiant Stadium

o Features: Pac-12 vs. SEC/Big Ten matchup
e USA Sevens Tournament (Rugby):

o Date: When hosted

o Venue: Allegiant Stadium
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o International competition
All-Star Games (when hosted):

o NHL All-Star Game

o ProBowl

Attending Sporting Events: Practical Information

Ticketing

Season tickets available for most teams

Multi-game packages offer better value than single games
Premium seating options at all venues

VIP experiences including meet-and-greets

Mobile ticketing is standard at all venues

Buying Tips:

Purchase directly from team websites for guaranteed authenticity

Third-party sites like StubHub, SeatGeek, and Vivid Seats offer resale options
Last-minute deals sometimes available, but major events typically sell out
Join team email lists for pre-sale opportunities

Transportation

Stadium parking: Available but expect to pay $25-50 depending on venue
Ride share services: Designated pickup/dropoff zones at all venues
Public transportation: Bus routes service major venues

Shuttle services: Many hotels offer shuttles to Allegiant Stadium and T-Mobile Arena

Walking: T-Mobile Arena is walkable from many Strip hotels

Transportation Tips:

Allow extra time on event days—traffic can be heavy
Pre-book parking when available

Ride share surge pricing is common after events

Consider pre-game dining near venues to avoid traffic rushes

Fan Experience

Team stores located at venues and throughout Las Vegas
Fan zones offer interactive experiences before games
Pre-game activities often free to the public

Family areas available at most venues

Interactive exhibits at select locations

Future Developments

Las Vegas continues to expand its sports footprint with several potential developments:

MLB Stadium (Athletics):
o Location: Strip Corridor
o Opening: 2028
o Capacity: 30,000+
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e NBA Speculation:
o Potential expansion team
o Arena options already available
o Market studies ongoing
o Strong local interest
e MLS Possibilities:
o Market under consideration
Stadium options being explored
Ownership groups interested

o O O

Growing community support

Planning Your Sports-Focused Visit

Best Times for Sports Fans

e October-November: NFL, NHL, NASCAR, PGA Tour, and F1 all active
e March-April: NHL, NASCAR, NCAA basketball tournaments
e July: NBA Summer League, WNBA, UFC International Fight Week

Multi-Day Sports Itineraries

Weekend Sports Package:

e Friday: Vegas Golden Knights game

e Saturday: Tour Allegiant Stadium and visit team stores

e Sunday: Las Vegas Raiders game (in season)
Summer Sports Experience:

e Day 1: Las Vegas Aces game

e Day 2: Las Vegas Aviators baseball game

e Day 3: NBA Summer League (July only)
Motorsports Weekend:

e Day I: Richard Petty Driving Experience at Las Vegas Motor Speedway

e Day 2: NASCAR race (March or October)

e Day 3: Exotics Racing at Las Vegas Motor Speedway

Combining Sports with Entertainment

Many venues offer entertainment options that complement the sporting experience:
e T-Mobile Arena: Located in The Park entertainment district
e Allegiant Stadium: Near Mandalay Bay and Luxor resorts
e Las Vegas Ballpark: Adjacent to Downtown Summerlin shopping area
e UFC APEX: Near Red Rock Resort and multiple dining options

Conclusion

Las Vegas has rapidly evolved into one of America's most dynamic sports destinations, offering year-round
opportunities to experience professional and world-class sporting events. From the Vegas Golden Knights' electric
atmosphere to the prestige of Formula 1 racing down the Strip, sports have become an integral part of the Las Vegas

experience.
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When planning your visit, check team schedules and event calendars well in advance, as major sporting events
significantly impact hotel prices and availability. With thoughtful planning, sports enthusiasts can build an
unforgettable Las Vegas itinerary around their favorite teams and events while experiencing everything else the city
has to offer.
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Chapter 21

Gambling Tournaments in Las Vegas

Las Vegas isn't just about casual gambling—it's also the world's premier destination for competitive gambling
tournaments. From the prestigious World Series of Poker to high-stakes slot tournaments with million-dollar prizes,
tournaments offer structured competition, significant prize pools, and a unique gaming experience. This chapter
covers the major tournaments held throughout the year, how to participate, and tips for making the most of
tournament play.

Poker Tournaments

World Series of Poker (WSOP)

The WSOP is poker's most prestigious tournament series and draws players from around the globe.

Dates: May-July annually

Location: Horseshoe Las Vegas & Paris Las Vegas

Events: 100+ tournaments
Buy-ins: $400-$250,000
Notable Tournaments:

@)
@)
@)
O

O

Main Event ($10,000 buy-in, world championship)
High Roller Events ($25,000-$250,000 buy-ins)
Ladies Championship ($1,000 buy-in)

Seniors Event ($1,000 buy-in, age 50+)

Mixed Game Championships (various prices)

Prize Pools: $1 million to $10+ million

Player Experience: The WSOP offers tournaments for all skill levels and bankrolls. First-time participants
should consider:

o Daily Deep Stack tournaments with affordable buy-ins
o Satellite tournaments that offer Main Event seats at reduced prices
o Registration opens months in advance with some events selling out
o Online pre-registration recommended to avoid long lines

World Poker Tour (WPT)

The WPT hosts several major events in Las Vegas throughout the year.
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Multiple Events Throughout Year

Locations:
o Wynn Las Vegas
o Bellagio
o Venetian
o Aria

Buy-ins: $3,500-$25,000
Major Events:

o

o

WPT Five Diamond (Bellagio, December)
WPT Bellagio Elite Poker Championship (Bellagio, various dates)



o  WPT Venetian (Venetian, various dates)

e Player Experience: WPT events feature professional-level structures with generous starting chips and
longer levels than daily tournaments. Players should:

o Register early as events often sell out
o Be prepared for multi-day commitments
o Understand that these tournaments attract professional players

Daily Tournament Series

Nearly every casino with a poker room offers daily tournaments with more affordable buy-ins.
e Venues & Buy-ins:
o Aria ($140-$400): Known for excellent structures and professional atmosphere
o  Wynn ($200-$550): Luxurious setting with deep structures
o Venetian ($200-$600): Large tournament area with regular series events
o Orleans ($125-$250): Popular off-Strip location with good value
o South Point ($60-$200): Budget-friendly with solid structures
o Red Rock ($60-$150): Local favorite away from Strip crowds
e Player Experience: Daily tournaments are ideal for recreational players and tourists due to:
o Shorter time commitments (typically 4-8 hours)
o More affordable entry fees
o Beginner-friendly environments at many venues
o No advance registration required at most properties

Slot Tournaments

Major Annual Events

Megabucks Tournament

e Location: Multiple Properties (rotating)

e Dates: Quarterly

e Buy-in: Various (often tied to play requirements)

e Format: Points-based competition

e Prize Pools: $100,000+

¢ Player Experience: These events often require qualification through regular play
Million Dollar Slot Tournament

¢ Location: Various MGM Properties

e Dates: Multiple times per year

¢ Qualification: Players club members with sufficient tier credits

¢ Format: Timed sessions with highest points advancing

e Prizes: Up to $1,000,000

o Player Experience: These are typically invitation-only events for regular players

Property-Specific Tournaments

MGM Resorts
e Weekly tournaments at properties like Bellagio, MGM Grand, and Aria
e Players club events for members
e Holiday specials with enhanced prizes
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o Invitational events for high-tier members
Caesars Entertainment

e Caesars Rewards tournaments across multiple properties

e Property-specific events at Caesars Palace, Paris, and Flamingo

e Seasonal competitions with themed prizes

e VIP invitational events for Diamond and Seven Stars members
Player Experience: Property tournaments typically offer:

e Free entry for qualified players club members

e Scheduled start times with registration in advance

e Timed sessions on designated machines

e Simplified rules accessible to casual players

Blackjack Tournaments

Major Events

Ultimate Blackjack Tournament
e Location: Various Properties (rotating)
e Dates: Multiple events annually
e Buy-in: $500-$10,000
e Format: Elimination style with preliminary rounds and finals
e Prize Pools: $50,000-$500,000

e Player Experience: These events require strategic tournament play that differs from regular blackjack
strategy

Property Tournaments

e  Wynn: Monthly events with $550+ buy-ins

¢ Bellagio: Quarterly championships with high-end amenities

e Venetian: Seasonal tournaments with multiple entry options

¢  MGM Grand: Weekly events with more affordable buy-ins
Player Experience: Blackjack tournaments differ from regular play:

e Players compete against each other, not the house

e Chip management and position strategy are crucial

e Most events require pre-registration

e Knowledge of tournament-specific strategy is important

Bingo Tournaments

Super Bingo Tournament
e Location: Plaza Hotel & Casino (Downtown)
e Dates: Monthly
e Buy-in: $160-$300
e Format: Multiple sessions over 2-3 days
e Prize Pool: $100,000+
¢ Player Experience: The Super Bingo Tournament offers:
o Dedicated tournament area with hundreds of players
o Multiple regular games and coveralls
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o Hotel packages available with tournament entry
o Popular with serious bingo enthusiasts

Property Events

South Point: Daily tournaments with affordable buy-ins
Station Casinos: Weekly events rotating between properties
Red Rock: Monthly specials with enhanced jackpots

Green Valley Ranch: Special events with themed prizes
Player Experience: Regular bingo tournaments provide:
More games than regular sessions

Higher prize pools

Social environment with regular players

Often include meal vouchers or other amenities

Video Poker Tournaments

Major Events

Location: Various properties (The Orleans, South Point most common)

Dates: Throughout year

Buy-in: Various (often $100-$500)
Format: Points-based with timed sessions
Prize Pools: Vary by event

Player Experience: These require knowledge of optimal video poker strategy plus tournament-specific

adjustments

Regular Tournaments

Orleans: Weekly events with loyal followings

South Point: Monthly tournaments with multiple skill levels
Station Casinos: Property rotations with consistent formats
Boyd Gaming: Player's club events at multiple properties

Player Experience: Video poker tournaments typically feature:

Designated machines set to tournament mode

Timed sessions with set starting credits

Strategy that may differ from optimal regular play

Popular with local players who understand optimal strategy

Special Tournament Events

Holiday Tournaments

Thanksgiving Tournaments: Popular at many properties
Christmas Specials: Often feature enhanced prize pools

New Year's Events: Celebratory atmosphere with special prizes
Super Bowl Weekend: Sports-themed tournaments

March Madness Specials: Basketball-themed events
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Invitation Only Events

High Roller Tournaments: For players with significant casino action
Casino Host Events: Arranged through player relationships

VIP Exclusive Tournaments: For top-tier players club members
Players Club Special Events: Based on play history

Tournament Tips & Information

Registration Requirements

Valid ID: Government-issued photo ID required

Players Club Membership: Often required for registration
Buy-in Amount: Cash, credit, or casino chips accepted
Registration Timing: Often opens hours or days before event
Qualification Criteria: Some events require previous play

Tournament Structures

Elimination Formats: Players eliminated until winner determined
Points-based Systems: Highest points over sessions wins
Time-based Competitions: Set time to accumulate points/chips
Heat Advancement: Preliminary rounds advancing to finals

Final Table Payouts: Top finishers receive graduated prizes

Prize Pool Information

Guaranteed Amounts: Minimum prize pools regardless of entries
Added Money Events: Casino adds to player buy-ins

Prize Pool Splits: Typically top 10-15% of field paid

Tax Implications: Winnings over $5,000 require tax forms
Payment Methods: Cash, check, or casino chips

Player Amenities

Complimentary Rooms: Often available for tournament players
Food Credits: Meal vouchers for participants

Free Play: Gaming credits for tournament entrants
Transportation: Airport transfers for major events

Special Rates: Discounted rooms for tournament periods

Tournament Locations

Strip Properties
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Bellagio: Poker, slots, blackjack
Wynn: Poker, blackjack, slots
Venetian: Poker, slots

Aria: Poker, slots, blackjack

MGM Grand: All tournament types



e Caesars Palace: All tournament types

Off-Strip Properties

e Orleans: Poker, video poker, bingo, slots
¢ South Point: All tournament types

¢ Red Rock: Poker, slots, bingo

¢ Green Valley Ranch: Slots, bingo, poker
e M Resort: Poker, slots

e Aliante: Slots, bingo

Player Resources

Tournament Calendars

e Property Websites: Most updated information

e Mobile Apps: Casino-specific and aggregate apps

e Email Notifications: Sign up for tournament alerts

e Social Media Updates: Follow properties for announcements

¢ Players Club Information: Often includes exclusive tournaments

Registration Methods

e Online Registration: Available for major tournaments

o Phone Registration: Through poker room or casino host
e In-person Signup: At tournament area or players club

e Mobile App Registration: For select events

¢ Host Arrangements: VIP registration through casino host

Tournament Rules

¢ General Guidelines: Standard procedures across casinos

e Property-specific Rules: Vary by venue

¢ Format Explanations: Details on structure and advancement
e Payout Structures: Prize distribution information

e Tie-breaker Procedures: How ties are resolved

Planning Your Tournament Visit

For Poker Players

Research Tournament Schedules: Check poker room websites 2-3 months before your visit
Consider Peak Seasons: The summer WSOP period offers the most variety

Budget Appropriately: Set aside buy-ins plus 50% for rebuys/add-ons

Book Accommodations Early: Rooms fill quickly during major series

AN

Plan Non-Tournament Activities: Allow time for cash games and relaxation

For Slot Tournament Players

1. Join Players Clubs: Membership is required for most tournaments
2. Check Qualification Requirements: Some require minimum play levels
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3. Understand the Format: Learn how scoring works before playing
4. Arrive Early: Registration can fill quickly for popular events
5. Practice Tournament Mode: Play style differs from regular slots

For Blackjack Tournament Players

1. Learn Tournament Strategy: Different from regular blackjack strategy

2. Understand Position Importance: Your position at the table matters

3. Practice Bankroll Management: Tournament chips require different strategy

4. Study the Rules: Format and advancement criteria vary by tournament

5. Pre-register When Possible: Popular tournaments fill quickly
Conclusion

Gambling tournaments add an exciting competitive dimension to the Las Vegas experience, offering structured play,
the chance to win significant prizes, and a social environment different from regular casino gaming. Whether you're
a serious poker player aiming for a WSOP bracelet or a casual slot enthusiast looking for a fun tournament
experience, Las Vegas offers tournaments for every type of gambler and every budget.

When planning a tournament-focused trip, research schedules well in advance, understand the commitment required
for your chosen events, and prepare for the specific strategies that tournament play demands. With proper
preparation, tournament gambling can be one of the most rewarding experiences Las Vegas has to offer.
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Chapter 22

Legal Resources for Las Vegas Visitors

While Las Vegas is known for its carefree atmosphere, visitors occasionally encounter legal issues that can quickly
turn a vacation into a stressful situation. This chapter provides essential information about common legal challenges
visitors may face, how to find representation, and what to expect if you need legal assistance during your stay.

Common Legal Issues for Visitors

Criminal Defense Situations

DUI/DWI Offenses
e Drunk driving charges are taken very seriously in Las Vegas
e Field sobriety test challenges
¢ Blood alcohol content disputes
e Out-of-state license issues
e Court appearance representation

Misdemeanor Offenses
e Public intoxication
e Disorderly conduct
e Minor drug possession
e Trespassing charges
¢ Simple assault/battery

Casino-Related Offenses
e Theft allegations
¢  Cheating accusations
e Fraudulent activity charges
e Unauthorized access
e Gaming law violations

Civil Legal Issues

Personal Injury
¢ Slip and falls at hotels
e Casino accidents
e Taxi/rideshare accidents
e Tour-related injuries

¢ Food poisoning claims

Hotel Disputes
e Room contract issues
e Property damage claims
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Billing disputes
Lost property claims
Resort fee controversies

Finding Legal Representation

Bar Association Resources

State Bar of Nevada

Lawyer Referral Service
Find a Lawyer Directory
Online referral system
Verified credentials
Specialty practice areas
Website: nevadabar.org
Phone: (702) 382-0504

Clark County Bar Association

Local attorney listings
Specialization directories
Referral services
Community resources
Website: clarkcountybar.org
Phone: (702) 387-6011

Legal Aid Organizations

Legal Aid Center of Southern Nevada

Pro bono assistance
Self-help resources
Legal education
Ask-A-Lawyer programs
Website: lacsn.org
Phone: (702) 386-1070

Nevada Legal Services

Free legal assistance
Consultation services
Educational resources
Website: nlslaw.net
Phone: (702) 386-0404

Public Defender Services

Clark County Public Defender's Office
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e Initial consultation services
e Court appearance assistance
e Phone: (702) 455-4685

Notable Criminal Defense Attorneys in Las Vegas

1. David Chesnoff

o Firm: Chesnoff & Schonfeld

o Profile: Renowned for representing high-profile clients

o Known for handling celebrity cases and serious criminal matters
2. E. Brent Bryson

o Profile: Nationally recognized attorney with extensive experience in criminal defense and civil
rights cases

o Experience with high-profile trials
3. Michael Pariente

o Firm: Pariente Law Firm, P.C.

o Profile: Lead counsel in significant cases, including a landmark Nevada Supreme Court decision
4. Ross Goodman

o Firm: Goodman Law Group, P.C.

o Profile: Has represented high-profile clients including members of the Hells Angels
5. Nick Wooldridge

o Firm: LV Criminal Defense

o Profile: Specializes in DUI, drug crimes, and federal charges
6. Joshua Tomsheck

o Firm: Hofland & Tomsheck

o Profile: Leads the Criminal Defense Practice Group at his firm
7. Michael Becker

o Firm: Shouse Law Group

o Profile: Known for securing dismissals and "Not Guilty" verdicts in serious felony trials
8. James C. Gallo

o Firm: Gallo Criminal Defense

o Profile: Available 24/7 for criminal defense matters

Bail Bonds Services
If you or someone in your party is arrested, obtaining a bail bond may be necessary to secure release while awaiting
court proceedings.
1. 911 Bail Bonds
o Available 24/7, 365 days a year
o Phone: (702) 489-3000
2. Aladdin Bail Bonds
o Provides expert, bilingual advice
o Available 24/7
o Phone: (702) 853-2245
3. Express Bail Bonds
o Agents available around the clock
o Phone: (702) 633-2245
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4. Free Bail Bonds Las Vegas
o Services by phone, online, and in person
o Operating 24 hours a day
o Phone: (702) 598-3733
5. All Star Bail Bonds
o Over 30 years of experience
o Convenient and affordable services

What to Look For in an Attorney

Specialization & Experience
e Experience with tourist-specific cases
e Track record with similar charges
e Familiarity with Las Vegas courts
¢ Knowledge of local judges and prosecutors
e History of out-of-state client representation

Communication & Accessibility
e Ability to handle remote communication
e Video conferencing capabilities
e C(Clear fee structures
o Emergency contact options
e Willingness to work with travel schedules

Credentials to Verify
e Nevada Bar Association membership
e Disciplinary record check
e Client reviews and testimonials
e Professional memberships
o Case success rates

Legal Services Price Ranges

Consultation Fees
e Free initial consultation (many firms)
e  $100-300 hourly consultation rate
e Flat fee consultations ($50-500)
e Telephone consultations ($50-150)
e Video consultation options

Criminal Defense Costs

DUI Defense
e Simple cases: $1,500-3,500
e Complex cases: $5,000-10,000+
o Trial representation: Additional $5,000+
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Misdemeanor Defense

Basic representation: $1,000-2,500
Court appearances: $500-1,500
Plea negotiations: $750-2,000

Civil Case Fee Structures

Personal Injury

Contingency basis (typically 33-40%)
No upfront costs in most cases
Case expenses may be additional

Hotel/Casino Disputes

Hourly rates: $200-500
Flat fee options: $500-3,000
Retainer requirements: $1,000-5,000

Remote Court Appearance Options

Out-of-State Resolution Methods

Attorney representation without client presence
Video appearance options

Plea by mail for minor offenses

Continuance requests

Settlement negotiations

Technology Solutions

Remote court hearing platforms
Electronic document filing
Digital evidence submission
Virtual consultation options
Secure communication channels

Emergency Legal Resources

24-Hour Legal Hotlines

Various private firms offer emergency contact
Bail bondsman recommendations

Detention center information

Initial response guidance

Family notification assistance

Bail Information

Standard bail amounts vary by offense

Bail bond services typically charge a 15% fee
Cash bail procedures

Credit card payment options
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e Release processing timeframes (usually 4-12 hours after bail posting)

Visitor-Specific Legal Tips

Documentation to Maintain
e Incident reports
e  Witness information
e Officer names and badge numbers
¢ Booking information
e Court documents
e Medical records if applicable
e Receipts and expenses

Court Appearance Planning
e Extended stay arrangements
e Return travel planning
e Alternative resolution options
e Remote appearance requests
e Notarized statements

Preventative Legal Information

Common Legal Misunderstandings

Open Container Laws
e Public consumption of alcohol is prohibited on the Strip and downtown
e Drinking alcoholic beverages from glass containers in public is illegal
e Specially designed plastic containers from some establishments are permitted

¢ Open containers in vehicles are strictly prohibited

Cannabis Laws
e Recreational cannabis is legal in Nevada for adults 21+
e Public consumption is illegal
e Possession is limited to 1 ounce of cannabis or 1/8 ounce of concentrate
e Cannabis cannot be consumed in hotel rooms, casinos, or public areas

e It remains illegal to transport across state lines

Public Conduct
e Actions that may be tolerated in other tourist destinations may be grounds for arrest in Las Vegas
e Public intoxication can result in misdemeanor charges
o Trespassing charges can be issued if you refuse to leave a casino property when requested
e "What happens in Vegas stays in Vegas" is NOT a legal defense

Photography Restrictions
e Many casinos have policies against photography of gaming areas
e Security personnel can confiscate cameras or request deletion of photos
e Professional photography typically requires permission
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Pedestrian Laws
o Jaywalking is strictly enforced on the Strip
e Use designated crosswalks and pedestrian bridges
e  Wait for walk signals even when traffic appears clear

What To Do If Arrested

1. Remain calm and polite
o Do not resist arrest
o Be respectful to officers
2. [Exercise your rights
o You have the right to remain silent
o You have the right to an attorney
o Explicitly state that you wish to exercise these rights
3. Do not discuss your case
o  With cellmates
o Over jail phones (calls are recorded)
o With anyone other than your attorney
4. Contact a lawyer as soon as possible
o Use your phone call to contact an attorney or family member who can arrange legal representation
o Consider contacting one of the attorneys listed in this chapter
5. Consider bail options
o Understand the bail amount
o Contact a bail bonds service if necessary
o Know that bail bond fees (typically 15%) are non-refundable
6. Document everything
o Record names of officers
o Remember details of your arrest

o Note any witnesses

Resources for Legal Education

e Nevada law summaries for visitors
e Tourist legal guides

e Casino rule publications

e Hotel policy information

e Visitor rights resources

Detention Facilities
If you or someone in your party is arrested, they will likely be held at one of these facilities:
Clark County Detention Center (CCDC)

e 330 S Casino Center Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89101

e Phone: (702) 671-3900
e Houses individuals arrested by Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department

City of Las Vegas Detention Center
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e 3300 Stewart Ave, Las Vegas, NV 89101
e Phone: (702) 229-6444
e Houses individuals arrested by City of Las Vegas Police

Henderson Detention Center
o 18 E Basic Rd, Henderson, NV 89015
e Phone: (702) 267-4500
e Houses individuals arrested in Henderson

Conclusion

While legal issues are the last thing most visitors want to think about when planning a Las Vegas vacation, being
informed about potential pitfalls and available resources can save valuable time and stress if a situation does arise.
The vast majority of visitors never need these services, but knowing your rights and having access to qualified legal
assistance ensures that a minor legal issue doesn't ruin your Las Vegas experience.

Remember that this chapter provides general information only and is not a substitute for professional legal advice.
Laws change, and every legal situation is unique. If you find yourself in need of legal assistance during your stay,
contact a qualified attorney who can provide guidance specific to your circumstances.
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Chapter 23

Transportation in Las Vegas

Navigating Las Vegas efficiently can enhance your vacation experience and save both time and money. This chapter
covers key transportation options, including luxury limousine services, traditional taxis, and the convenient Las
Vegas Monorail system.

Limousine Services

Las Vegas offers numerous luxury transportation options for visitors seeking comfort, style, and convenience.
Whether for airport transfers, special occasions, or Strip tours, these services provide a touch of luxury to your
Vegas experience.

Top Limousine Providers

1. Presidential Limousine
e Luxury transportation services including airport transfers
e Wedding and special event packages
e Custom Strip and city tours
e Fleet includes luxury sedans, SUVs, stretch limos, and mini-coaches
e  Website: presidentiallimolv.com
2. Bell Limousine
e One of Las Vegas's oldest limousine companies
e Fleet ranging from sedans to super-stretch limousines
e Specializes in airport transfers and event services
¢ Corporate and convention packages available
e  Website: belllimousine.com
3. Earth Limos & Buses
e Eco-friendly limousine and party bus services
e Specializes in Grand Canyon and Hoover Dam excursions
¢  Wine tours and wedding packages
e Fleet includes hybrid vehicles for environmentally conscious travelers
e Website: earthlimos.com
4. VIP Limousines of Nevada
e Focuses on personalized luxury service
¢ Special event transportation

Corporate services and airport transfers
e Custom itineraries available
e  Website: viplimousines.com

5. Five Star Limo

Wide range of luxury vehicles

Bachelor/bachelorette party specialists

Airport services and wedding transportation

Nightclub packages with VIP access
Website: fivestarlimousine.com
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6. Omni Limousine
o Diverse fleet for groups of all sizes
e Corporate events and convention services
e Wedding transportation packages
e 24-hour reservation services
e Website: omnilimo.com

Executive Car Services

1. Blacklane
e Professional chauffeur services with focus on reliability
e All-inclusive pricing with no hidden fees
e Airport meet-and-greet service
e Mobile app booking with flight tracking
e Website: blacklane.com
2. AsterRIDE
e Connects passengers with licensed drivers through app
e  Multiple vehicle options from standard to luxury
e Pre-scheduled rides available
e  Website: asterride.com

Limousine Booking Tips

1. Reserve in advance: Popular times like weekends and major events can sell out

2. Clarify pricing: Ensure the quote includes all fees, gratuities, and waiting time

3. Specify occasions: Many companies offer special packages for weddings, bachelor parties, etc.
4

Consider group size: Stretch limousines typically seat 6-10 passengers, while party buses can
accommodate larger groups

Discuss itinerary: Plan your stops in advance to maximize your rental time

o >

Ask about amenities: Different vehicles offer various features like bars, sound systems, and lighting

Taxi Services

Despite the rise of rideshare services, traditional taxis remain a reliable transportation option in Las Vegas. All taxis
in Las Vegas are regulated by the Nevada Taxicab Authority, ensuring consistent rates and service standards.

Licensed Taxi Companies

The following companies are licensed to operate in the Las Vegas area:
1. Ace/ABC Union/ANLV/Vegas Western Cab Company
o Standard taxi services throughout Las Vegas
o Recognizable by yellow and blue color scheme
2. Deluxe Taxicab Service
o Traditional taxi services focusing on customer satisfaction
o Known for clean, well-maintained vehicles
3. Desert Cab Company
o Fleet serving the greater Las Vegas area
o 24/7 operations
4. Henderson Taxi Company
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o Serves Henderson and Las Vegas regions
o Specializes in airport and hotel transfers
5. Lucky Cab Company
o Emphasis on promptness and safety
o Services all Strip and downtown properties
6. Nellis Cab Company
o Services include Nellis Air Force Base area
o Airport and convention transportation
7. Western Cab Company
o Comprehensive services throughout the Las Vegas metropolitan area
o Hotel pickup and drop-off
8. Whittlesea/Blue Cab Company
o Operates under two recognizable brands
o Long-standing service provider in the valley
9. Yellow Cab/Checker/Star Cab
o One of the largest taxi operators in Las Vegas
o Multiple brands with extensive coverage

Taxi Fare Information

e Base fare: $3.50 when you enter the taxi

e Per mile rate: Approximately $2.76 per mile

e Airport pickup surcharge: $2.00 added to fares originating at the airport

e Credit card fee: Most taxis accept credit cards but may add a processing fee
o Tipping: 15-20% is customary for good service

Taxi Tips for Visitors
1. Avoid long-hauling: Some drivers might take longer routes, especially from the airport. Request the most
direct route via major roads like Paradise Road or Swenson Street rather than the highway.
Look for taxi stands: Most hotels and major attractions have designated taxi stands with queued vehicles.
3. Call for pickup: In areas without taxi stands, you can call a taxi company directly for service.

Avoid hailing on the Strip: In many areas of the Strip, taxis can only pick up at designated taxi stands, not
on the street.

5. Know your destination: Being specific about your destination helps ensure you're taken to the right
location, as many properties have similar names.

6. Ask for receipts: Always get a receipt for your records and in case of lost items.

Las Vegas Monorail

The Las Vegas Monorail provides a fast, convenient transportation option along the east side of the Strip. With
seven stations serving major resorts and venues, it's an efficient way to avoid traffic and walking long distances in
extreme weather.

Route Overview

The Las Vegas Monorail runs approximately 3.9 miles along the east side of the Las Vegas Strip. The entire route
takes about 15 minutes to travel from end to end.
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Station-by-Station Guide (North to South)

1. SAHARA Las Vegas Station
e Location: North end of the Strip
e Connected Properties:
o SAHARA Las Vegas (directly connected)
o Nearby: Fontainebleau Las Vegas
o Walking distance to Circus Circus

o Northern terminus of the system
o Parking available
o Connection to RTC bus routes
2. Westgate Las Vegas Station
e Location: Paradise Road
e Connected Properties:
o Westgate Las Vegas Resort & Casino (directly connected)
o Las Vegas Convention Center (short walk)
o Notes:
o Shopping options at Westgate
o Sports book access
o Restaurant connections
3. Las Vegas Convention Center Station
e Location: Paradise Road
e Connected Properties:
o Las Vegas Convention Center (directly connected)
o Renaissance Las Vegas Hotel (nearby)
e Notes:
o Primary station for convention attendees
o Services all LVCC halls including West Hall
o Connection to Las Vegas Loop system
4. Harrah's/The LINQ Station
e Location: Center Strip, east side
e Connected Properties:
o Harrah's Las Vegas (directly connected)
o The LINQ Promenade (directly connected)
o Flamingo Las Vegas (short covered walkway)
o The LINQ Hotel (connected via promenade)
o Caesar's Palace (via pedestrian bridge)

o Access to High Roller observation wheel
o Central Strip location
o Numerous dining and shopping options
o Pedestrian access to center Strip
5. Flamingo/Caesars Palace Station
e Location: Mid Strip, east side
e Connected Properties:
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Flamingo Las Vegas (directly connected)
Caesar's Palace (via pedestrian bridges)

o O O

Access to The Cromwell
o LINQ Promenade (walking distance)
¢ Notes:
o Access to Wildlife Habitat at Flamingo
o Connection to multiple Strip properties
o Shopping and dining access
6. Bally's/Paris Las Vegas Station
e Location: Mid-South Strip, east side
¢ Connected Properties:

o Horseshoe Las Vegas (formerly Bally's) (directly connected)

o Paris Las Vegas (directly connected)
o Planet Hollywood (walking distance)

o Access to multiple Caesars properties
o Shopping at Paris and Miracle Mile shops
o Dining options in multiple connected resorts
7. MGM Grand Station

e Location: South Strip

e Connected Properties:
o MGM Grand (directly connected)
o Tropicana Las Vegas (via pedestrian bridge)
o Excalibur, Luxor, Mandalay Bay (via tram connections)
o New York-New York (walking distance)

o Southern terminus of system
o Connection to MGM properties
o Free tram access to other MGM resorts

o Las Vegas Raiders stadium access via RTC transit

Operating Information

Hours of Operation

e Monday-Thursday: 7:00 AM to 12:00 AM

e Friday-Sunday: 7:00 AM to 3:00 AM

o Extended hours during special events and major conventions
Ticket Options

e Single ride: $5

e 24-hour pass: $13

e 2-day pass: $23

e 3-day pass: $29

e 5-day pass: $36

e 7-day pass: $43

e Discounts available for Nevada residents
Travel Times
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¢ End-to-end journey: Approximately 15 minutes
e Average time between stations: 2-3 minutes
e Train frequency: Every 4-8 minutes depending on time of day

Connections and Extensions

Free Tram Services
e Mandalay Bay - Excalibur Tram:
o Connects: Mandalay Bay, Luxor, Excalibur
o Connects with Monorail at: MGM Grand (via walkway)
o Hours: 9:00 AM to 12:30 AM Sunday-Wednesday, until 2:30 AM Thursday-Saturday
e Aria Express Tram:
o Connects: Park MGM, Aria, Bellagio
o Not directly connected to Monorail
o Hours: 8:00 AM to 4:00 AM daily
Pedestrian Bridges

Most stations have pedestrian bridges connecting to multiple properties and crossing major intersections, providing
climate-controlled access to both sides of the Strip.

Future Developments

e Potential extension to Mandalay Bay
e Possible downtown connection
o Integration with Las Vegas Loop system

Monorail Tips for Riders
1. Purchase multi-day passes for best value: Even if you only plan to use the monorail a few times daily,
the unlimited passes often pay for themselves quickly
Use Google Maps transit directions: The app accurately incorporates monorail service into route planning

3. Consider heat during summer walking connections: Station exits may leave you with short walks in
extreme heat; plan accordingly

4. Check extended hours during major events: The monorail often extends service for concerts,
conventions, and sporting events

5. Download the Las Vegas Monorail app: Get real-time updates, station maps, and ticket purchasing
options
6. Look for bundle deals: Some hotels offer discounted monorail passes as part of room packages

Transportation Strategy by Location

North Strip Transportation

¢ Best option for Strip travel: Monorail from SAHARA to central/south Strip
e Best option for downtown access: RTC bus or rideshare
o Best option for off-Strip attractions: Taxi or rideshare

Mid Strip Transportation

¢ Best option for Strip travel: Monorail for north/south movement
e Best option for crossing Strip: Pedestrian bridges
e Best option for short distances: Walking via indoor casino routes in extreme weather
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South Strip Transportation

o Best option for north Strip access: Monorail
o Best option for nearby resorts: Free trams between MGM properties
e Best option for stadium events: Dedicated event shuttles

Comparison of Transportation Options
Option  Best For Typical Cost Pros Cons

$5 single ride, Avoids traffic, frequent

Monorail North-South Strip travel $13/day unlimited service

East side of Strip only

Airport transfers, off- $20-30 (Stripto  Available 24/7, no surge

Taxi Strip destinations airport) pricing Potential for long-hauling
Limousine Special occasions, group $65-150/hour Luxury.experlenge, More{ expensive, advance
travel professional service booking required
Free Travel between connected . Limited routes, sometimes
Free No cost, convenient
Trams resorts crowded
. . . o Weather challenges,
Walking  Short distances, shopping Free No cost, flexibility distances can be deceptive
Conclusion

Las Vegas offers diverse transportation options to meet different needs and budgets. The Las Vegas Monorail
provides efficient north-south travel along the east side of the Strip, while taxis offer regulated, consistent service
throughout the city. For special occasions or a touch of Vegas luxury, numerous limousine companies provide
everything from simple airport transfers to elaborate night-on-the-town experiences.

When planning your transportation strategy, consider your specific itinerary, the Las Vegas weather during your
visit, and the relative locations of the attractions you plan to see. Often, a combination of transportation methods—
using the monorail for longer Strip journeys, free trams between connected properties, and occasional taxis or
limousines for special outings—provides the most efficient and enjoyable way to navigate Las Vegas.
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Chapter 24

Las Vegas Weather Guide

Las Vegas enjoys a desert climate with over 300 sunny days per year, low humidity, and dramatic temperature
variations between seasons. Understanding the weather patterns can help you plan when to visit, what to pack, and
how to make the most of your Las Vegas experience regardless of when you travel.

Seasonal Overview

Winter (December-February)

Key Features:
e Cool, mild days (highs around 58-63°F / 14-17°C)
Cold nights (occasionally near freezing)

Occasional rainfall

Low humidity
Clear skies

Visitor Experience:
e Comfortable daytime temperatures for walking the Strip

Light jacket needed in evenings

Perfect weather for golf, hiking, and outdoor explorations

Occasional rain showers possible

¢ Some pool facilities closed or heated only

Holiday periods draw larger crowds and higher prices

Spring (March-May)

Key Features:
e  Warming trend (70-88°F / 21-31°C)
e Low precipitation
e Low humidity

Longer days

Increasing UV intensity
Visitor Experience:
e Often considered the perfect time to visit Las Vegas
e  Warm days and mild evenings ideal for outdoor activities
e Pool season begins (typically March/April)
e Spring Break crowds in March

Light clothing appropriate for daytime, light jacket for evenings
Outdoor concerts and events increase

Desert flowers may bloom after wet winters

Summer (June-August)

Key Features:
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o Intense heat (99-104°F / 37-40°C average highs)
e Very low humidity
¢ Maximum sunshine
e Occasional monsoon storms (July-August)
e Extreme UV levels
Visitor Experience:
e Very hot days make outdoor activities challenging
e Pool parties and water activities at their peak
e Indoor activities advisable during peak heat (11am-6pm)
¢ Evening temperatures remain warm (74-80°F / 23-27°C)
o Light, breathable clothing essential
e Sunscreen, hats, and constant hydration necessary
e Air-conditioned environments provide relief
o Hotel rates often lower, except holidays

Fall (September-November)

Key Features:
e Gradual cooling (67-94°F / 19-34°C)
e Low precipitation
e Decreasing humidity

Shorter days

Pleasant evenings

Visitor Experience:
e Warm days transitioning to mild temperatures

Cool nights, especially in November

Ideal outdoor conditions, particularly in October

Labor Day crowds give way to convention season

Pool season winds down by October/November

Layered clothing recommended as temperatures vary
Halloween events and fall festivals

Desert hiking conditions improve

Monthly Weather Details

Temperature Statistics

Month  Average High Average Low Record High Record Low Mean Temp

January  58°F (14°C) 39°F (4°C)  80°F (27°C) 8°F (-13°C)
February 63°F (17°C) 43°F (6°C) 87°F (31°C) 16°F (-9°C)
March  70°F (21°C) 49°F (9°C)  95°F (35°C) 25°F (-4°C)
April  78°F (26°C) 56°F (13°C) 102°F (39°C) 30°F (-1°C)
May 88°F (31°C) 65°F (18°C) 109°F (43°C) 35°F (2°C)
June 99°F (37°C)  74°F (23°C) 117°F (47°C) 45°F (7°C)

49°F (9°C)
53°F (12°C)
60°F (15°C)
67°F (19°C)
77°F (25°C)
87°F (30°C)
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Month  Average High Average Low Record High Record Low Mean Temp
July 104°F (40°C) 80°F (27°C) 118°F (48°C) 53°F (12°C) 92°F (33°C)
August  102°F (39°C) 79°F (26°C) 117°F (47°C) 52°F (11°C) 91°F (33°C)
September 94°F (34°C)  71°F (22°C) 114°F (46°C) 43°F (6°C) 83°F (28°C)
October  81°F (27°C)  59°F (15°C) 104°F (40°C) 31°F (-1°C) 70°F (21°C)
November 67°F (19°C)  47°F (8°C)  90°F (32°C) 20°F (-7°C) 57°F (14°C)
December 58°F (14°C) 39°F (4°C)  80°F (27°C) 11°F (-12°C) 48°F (9°C)

Precipitation & Humidity
Month  Average Rainfall Rainy Days Average Humidity (AM) Average Humidity (PM)

January  0.54" (14 mm) 3-4 51% 27%
February 0.41" (10 mm) 3-4 48% 23%
March 0.28" (7 mm) 2-3 42% 19%
April 0.15" (4 mm) 1-2 33% 15%
May 0.08" (2 mm) 1 29% 13%
June 0.08" (2 mm) 1 24% 11%
July 0.44" (11 mm)  2-3 30% 14%
August 045" (11 mm) 2-3 33% 15%
September 0.31" (8 mm) 1-2 33% 15%
October  0.24" (6 mm) 1-2 37% 17%
November 0.31" (8 mm) 1-2 44% 23%
December 0.40" (10 mm)  2-3 50% 27%
Sunshine & Daylight

Month  Sunshine Hours Sunshine % Daylight Hours UV Index
January 245 74% 10 3 (Moderate)
February 254 78% 11 4 (Moderate)
March 310 83% 12 6 (High)
April 330 85% 13 8 (Very High)
May 375 90% 14 9 (Very High)
June 390 93% 15 10+ (Extreme)
July 375 90% 14 10+ (Extreme)
August 360 88% 13 9 (Very High)
September 330 87% 12 8 (Very High)
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Month  Sunshine Hours Sunshine % Daylight Hours UV Index

October 310 85% 11 5 (Moderate)
November 255 79% 10 3 (Moderate)
December 245 75% 10 2 (Low)

Extreme Weather Considerations

Summer Heat Safety (June-August)

Las Vegas summer heat is not just uncomfortable—it can be dangerous without proper precautions:

e Temperatures regularly exceed 100°F (38°C) from June through August, with sidewalk temperatures
potentially 20-30°F higher

e Heat exhaustion and heat stroke are serious risks, especially for the elderly, children, and those not
acclimated to desert conditions

e Hydration is essential—drink water consistently throughout the day, even if you don't feel thirsty
¢ Schedule outdoor activities before 10am or after 6pm to avoid peak heat
e Never leave children or pets in parked vehicles, even briefly

e Signs of heat-related illness include dizziness, nausea, headache, and confusion—seek immediate medical
attention if these occur

Flash Flooding (July-September)

The monsoon season brings brief but intense thunderstorms that can create dangerous conditions:
e Rapid water accumulation occurs when rain falls on non-absorbent desert terrain
e Dangerous road conditions develop quickly, with underpasses particularly hazardous
¢ Dry washes (arroyos) can flood instantly with little warning
e "Turn Around, Don't Drown" is the safety mantra—never drive through flooded roadways
e Lightning risks are significant during these storms

Wind Advisories (March-May)

Spring often brings windy conditions to the Las Vegas Valley:
¢ Occasional high wind events with gusts exceeding 50 mph
e Dust storms possible, reducing visibility and affecting air quality
¢ Outdoor events may be affected, particularly pool parties and outdoor dining
e Respiratory impacts for those with asthma or other conditions
e Secure loose items if you have a balcony room

Best Times to Visit

Ideal Weather Periods

March-April
e Temperature range: 70-80°F (21-27°C)
e Low rainfall
e Pleasant evenings
e Pool weather beginning
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Perfect conditions for outdoor activities
Spring Break brings larger crowds in March

October-November

Temperature range: 65-80°F (18-27°C)

Minimal rainfall

Comfortable humidity

Cooler evenings

Ideal for outdoor exploration

Convention season means higher weekday hotel rates

Challenging Weather Periods

July-August

Extreme heat (100°F+ / 38°C+)

Occasional monsoon storms

Highest UV exposure

Outdoor activities limited to morning/evening
Pool water can be uncomfortably warm by August
Lower hotel rates (except weekends)

December-January

Coldest period

Occasional rainy days

Some pools closed or reduced hours

Cool evenings requiring jackets

Holiday periods (Christmas/New Year's) bring crowds and higher prices

Weather-Based Activity Planning

Summer Heat Strategies (June-August)

When temperatures soar above 100°F (38°C), plan your activities strategically:

Early morning adventures: Schedule outdoor activities like golf, hiking, or exploring outdoor attractions
for 6am-10am

Indoor afternoons: Focus on indoor attractions, shopping, museums, and shows during peak heat (11am-
6pm)
Evening explorations: Return outdoors after sunset when temperatures become more comfortable

Pool planning: Morning pool sessions are less crowded; afternoon pool visits require plenty of shade and
sunscreen

Hydration strategy: Carry water everywhere and drink consistently throughout the day
Cooling breaks: Plan air-conditioned stops every 30-60 minutes when walking the Strip

Winter Comfort Tips (December-February)

While winters are mild by many standards, evenings can get quite cool:
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Heated pools: Several resorts maintain heated pools year-round
Indoor focus: Indoor attractions provide consistent comfort



e Desert excursions: Winter offers ideal temperatures for Red Rock Canyon, Valley of Fire, and Grand
Canyon visits

e Walking comfort: Daytime temperatures are usually perfect for extended outdoor exploration

What to Pack by Season

Summer (June-August)

o Lightweight, breathable clothing

e Wide-brimmed hat and sunglasses

e High-SPF sunscreen

e Refillable water bottle

o Light sweater for heavily air-conditioned interiors
e Swimwear and pool essentials

e Comfortable walking shoes

Fall (September-November)

e Light layers for temperature fluctuations

e Light jacket or sweater for evenings

¢ Comfortable walking shoes

e Sunscreen (still necessary)

e Swimwear (pools remain open through October at most resorts)

Winter (December-February)

e  Warmer layers for evenings

e Light coat or jacket

e Long pants and long-sleeved shirts
¢ Comfortable walking shoes

e Light gloves and scarf for evening Strip walks

Spring (March-May)
e Light layers for variable temperatures
e Light jacket for evenings
e Sunscreen and sunglasses
e Comfortable walking shoes

¢ Swimwear (pool season begins)

Conclusion

Las Vegas weather follows a predictable desert pattern with distinct advantages and challenges in each season. The
extremely low humidity makes temperatures more comfortable than they might appear on paper, but the summer
heat and winter evenings require proper preparation.

While Las Vegas can be enjoyed year-round, spring and fall offer the most comfortable conditions for outdoor
activities. Summer visits should leverage morning and evening hours for outdoor exploration, with midday devoted
to indoor entertainment. Winter visitors will find ideal conditions for desert excursions and outdoor sightseeing,
with only the evening chill requiring adaptation.
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Whatever season you choose for your Las Vegas visit, understanding the typical weather patterns will help you
pack appropriately, plan activities strategically, and ensure your comfort throughout your stay in this remarkable
desert destination.
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Chapter 26

Las Vegas Conventions

Las Vegas has evolved from a gambling destination to a global convention powerhouse, hosting more than 22,000
meetings and conventions annually. Whether you're traveling to attend one of these events or planning a vacation
that coincides with them, understanding the convention schedule can significantly impact your Las Vegas
experience. This chapter covers the major conventions, their timing, and how they affect everything from hotel rates
to restaurant availability.

Major Technology Conventions

Consumer Electronics Show (CES)

Timing: Early January
Venue: Las Vegas Convention Center, Venetian Expo, Aria
Attendance: 140,000+
Focus: Consumer technology innovations
Highlights:
o New product launches
o Tech demonstrations
o Celebrity appearances
o Interactive exhibits
o Networking events
Fun Factor: 9/10 - Cutting-edge gadgets, hands-on demos

Public Access: Industry only (not public)

Impact on Visitors: One of the busiest convention weeks of the year with significantly increased hotel

rates, packed restaurants, and crowded casinos.

Amazon Web Services (AWS) re:Invent

Timing: Late November/Early December
Venue: Multiple properties (Venetian, Wynn, MGM Grand)
Attendance: 65,000+
Focus: Cloud computing, AWS services
Highlights:
o Hackathons
Certification opportunities
Hands-on labs
Entertainment events

o O O O

Developer competitions
Fun Factor: 7/10 - Developer-focused but with excellent parties
Public Access: Industry registration required

Impact on Visitors: Significant presence across multiple Strip properties, creating hotel rate increases,

especially at participating resorts.
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DEF CON & Black Hat
e Timing: August
e Venue: Various (typically Caesars Forum/Flamingo for DEF CON, Mandalay Bay for Black Hat)
e Attendance: 30,000+ (combined)
e Focus: Cybersecurity, hacking, technology
o Highlights:
o Hacking competitions
Security villages
Technical presentations
Hands-on workshops

o O O O

Networking events
e Fun Factor: 8/10 - Unique culture, interactive hacking challenges
e Public Access: Open to public (DEF CON), industry registration (Black Hat)

e Impact on Visitors: Creates a distinctive technical atmosphere and draws a diverse crowd of security
professionals and enthusiasts.

Entertainment & Media Conventions

NAB Show (National Association of Broadcasters)
e Timing: April
e Venue: Las Vegas Convention Center
e Attendance: 90,000+
e Focus: Broadcasting, media production
o Highlights:
o Celebrity interviews
o Production equipment demos
o Content creation showcases
o Streaming technology
o Virtual production studios
¢ Fun Factor: 8/10 - Media personalities, film/TV tech
e Public Access: Industry registration required
e Impact on Visitors: Major event that significantly impacts mid-Strip properties and restaurants.

SEMA Show (Specialty Equipment Market Association)

e Timing: Early November

e Venue: Las Vegas Convention Center
e Attendance: 160,000+

e Focus: Automotive aftermarket

o Highlights:

o Custom vehicle displays
Celebrity appearances
Product demonstrations
Outdoor vehicle stunts

o O O O

Interactive exhibits
e Fun Factor: 10/10 - Spectacular custom cars, demonstrations

212



e Public Access: Industry only, but SEMA Ignited (Friday night) is public

e Impact on Visitors: Massive attendance creates city-wide impact on hotel rates and restaurants. The Friday
night public event is worth attending.

MAGIC (Fashion Marketplace)

e Timing: February and August
e Venue: Las Vegas Convention Center
e Attendance: 85,000+
e Focus: Fashion industry, retail
o Highlights:
o Fashion shows
o Celebrity brand launches
o Trend forecasting
o Designer showcases
o Networking events
e Fun Factor: 8/10 - Fashion events, celebrity sightings
e Public Access: Industry only

e Impact on Visitors: Brings fashion-forward crowds and occasional celebrity sightings to restaurants and
nightclubs.

Gaming & Lifestyle Conventions

G2E (Global Gaming Expo)

¢ Timing: October
¢ Venue: Venetian Expo
e Attendance: 27,000+
¢ Focus: Casino industry, gaming technology
e Highlights:
o New slot machines
o Table game innovations
o Casino technology
o Industry networking
o Entertainment showcases
e Fun Factor: 8/10 - Playable games, casino innovations
e Public Access: Industry only

e Impact on Visitors: Moderate impact on hotel rates, but brings casino executives and gaming professionals
to town.

Las Vegas Comic Con
e Timing: Varies (typically summer)
e Venue: Las Vegas Convention Center
e Attendance: 40,000+
e Focus: Comics, pop culture, entertainment
e Highlights:
o Celebrity panels

o Cosplay competitions
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o Artist alley

o Collectibles

o Gaming zones
Fun Factor: 10/10 - Costumes, celebrities, entertainment
Public Access: Open to public

Impact on Visitors: Creates a festive atmosphere with cosplayers visible throughout the city. Great event
to attend even without pre-planning.

Electric Daisy Carnival (EDC)

Timing: Mid-May
Venue: Las Vegas Motor Speedway
Attendance: 500,000+ (over three days)
Focus: Electronic dance music, festival culture
Highlights:

o Top DJs and performers

o Immersive art installations

o Carnival rides

o Light shows

o Multiple stages
Fun Factor: 10/10 - Immersive festival experience
Public Access: Open to public (tickets required)

Impact on Visitors: Massive event that significantly impacts hotel availability and rates, especially for
properties targeting younger travelers.

Trade & Industry Conventions

World of Concrete

Timing: January
Venue: Las Vegas Convention Center
Attendance: 60,000+
Focus: Concrete and masonry industry
Highlights:
o Equipment demonstrations
o Operator competitions
o Outdoor spectacles
o Product testing
o Educational seminars
Fun Factor: 7/10 - Surprisingly entertaining equipment demos
Public Access: Industry registration required
Impact on Visitors: Notable increase in hotel rates, especially near the Convention Center.

CONEXPO-CON/AGG
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Timing: Every three years (March)
Venue: Las Vegas Convention Center
Attendance: 130,000+



Focus: Construction equipment industry
Highlights:
o Massive equipment displays
Operating demonstrations
Equipment test drives
New technology showcases
Outdoor exhibits
Fun Factor: 8/10 - Enormous machinery, interactive demos

o O O O

Public Access: Industry registration required

Impact on Visitors: When held (next in 2026), creates one of the most impactful convention weeks with

city-wide hotel compression and rate increases.

SHOT Show (Shooting, Hunting & Outdoor Trade Show)

Timing: January
Venue: Venetian Expo & Caesars Forum
Attendance: 65,000+
Focus: Firearms, hunting, outdoor industry
Highlights:
o New product launches
o Industry networking
o Professional demonstrations
o Celebrity appearances
o Training opportunities
Fun Factor: 7/10 - Equipment displays, demonstrations
Public Access: Industry only
Impact on Visitors: Significant impact on center-Strip properties and restaurants.

Adult Industry & Nightlife

AVN Adult Entertainment Expo

Timing: January

Venue: Resorts World Las Vegas
Attendance: 50,000+

Focus: Adult entertainment industry
Highlights:

o Adult star appearances
Product showcases
Entertainment performances
Fan interaction opportunities

o O O O

Industry networking

Fun Factor: 9/10 - Adult entertainment, performances

Public Access: Open to public (age restricted 18+)

Impact on Visitors: Creates a distinctive atmosphere, particularly at hosting property.
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Nightclub & Bar Show
¢ Timing: March
e Venue: Las Vegas Convention Center
e Attendance: 36,000+
o Focus: Bar, nightlife, hospitality industry
o Highlights:
o Product tastings
Mixology competitions
Live entertainment
Celebrity appearances
Nightlife tours
¢ Fun Factor: 9/10 - Tastings, parties, entertainment

o O O O

e Public Access: Industry only
e Impact on Visitors: Evening events at various nightlife venues can impact club access.

Specialty Conventions

Mpr. Olympia Fitness & Performance Expo

e Timing: December
e Venue: Varies (typically Venetian/Planet Hollywood)
e Attendance: 65,000+
e Focus: Bodybuilding, fitness industry
o Highlights:
o Bodybuilding competitions
o Fitness celebrity appearances
o Product sampling
o Training demonstrations
o Supplement showcases
e Fun Factor: 8/10 - Athletic performances, product samples
e Public Access: Open to public
e Impact on Visitors: Large attendance with distinctive crowd of fitness enthusiasts.

Licensing Expo
¢ Timing: May
¢ Venue: Mandalay Bay Convention Center
e Attendance: 16,000+
e Focus: Brand licensing, merchandising
e Highlights:
o Character appearances
Brand activations
Celebrity endorsements
Interactive exhibits

o O O O

Product showcases
e Fun Factor: 7/10 - Recognizable characters, brands

e Public Access: Industry registration required
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Impact on Visitors: Moderate impact on Mandalay Bay and surrounding properties.

Las Vegas Market

Timing: January and July
Venue: World Market Center Las Vegas
Attendance: 40,000+
Focus: Furniture, home décor, gifts
Highlights:

o Design showcases

o Product launches

o Designer appearances

o Trend presentations
Fun Factor: 6/10 - Design inspiration, new products
Public Access: Industry registration required
Impact on Visitors: Moderate impact, primarily on downtown properties.

Convention Calendar Impact

Busiest Convention Months

January: CES, World of Concrete, SHOT Show, AVN
March/April: CONEXPO-CON/AGG (every third year), NAB Show
October/November: G2E, SEMA Show

Moderate Convention Months

February: MAGIC (Winter)

May: Licensing Expo

August: MAGIC (Summer), DEF CON, Black Hat

December: Mr. Olympia, AWS re:Invent (sometimes begins in November)

Hotel Rate Impact During Major Shows

Peak Conventions (CES, SEMA): 100-200% increase in rates
Major Conventions (NAB, G2E): 50-100% increase in rates
Moderate Conventions: 25-50% increase in rates

Convention Tips for Visitors

For General Tourists During Convention Periods

1.

Book accommodations early: Hotel rates increase dramatically during major conventions, often a year in
advance.

Consider off-Strip properties: When major shows are in town, consider downtown, off-Strip, or even
residential vacation rentals.

Make dining reservations: Reserve restaurants 2-3 months in advance for peak convention dates,
especially at popular venues.

Transportation planning: Expect surge pricing and limited availability for rideshares. Consider the
monorail if staying near a station.

Spa and show bookings: Book these amenities early, as they fill quickly during convention periods.
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Traffic awareness: Major conventions, especially at the Las Vegas Convention Center, can create
significant Strip traffic.

Convention schedule research: Check convention calendars when planning your trip to identify potential
high-rate periods.

For Convention Attendees

1.
2.
3.

Book convention hotel packages early: Official room blocks sell out quickly for major shows.
Consider locations wisely: Staying at the convention property is convenient but often more expensive.

Explore alternative transportation: During major shows like CES, the monorail can be faster than
taxis/rideshares.

Restaurant strategy: Make dinner reservations before arriving in Las Vegas or consider dining at off-peak
hours.

Maximize networking venues: Identify where your industry gathers after convention hours.

Explore the Convention Center Loop: The underground tunnel system connects the Convention Center
halls and can save walking time.

Evening planning: Many conventions host after-hours events; research these before planning competing
activities.

Public Access Conventions

While many Las Vegas conventions are industry-only, several welcome public attendance:

1.

SNk w

Las Vegas Comic Con: Pop culture, entertainment, cosplay

Mr. Olympia Expo: Fitness, bodybuilding, supplements

AVN Adult Entertainment Expo: Adult entertainment industry (18+)
DEF CON: Hacking, cybersecurity

Electric Daisy Carnival: Music festival

SEMA Ignited: Friday night public event following the SEMA Show

Convention Facilities

Las Vegas Convention Center

2.5 million square feet of exhibition space

Recently expanded West Hall added in 2021

Connected to monorail system

Features the underground "Loop" transportation system
Primarily hosts CES, NAB, MAGIC, SEMA, World of Concrete

Venetian Expo (formerly Sands Expo)

1.2 million square feet of exhibition space
Connected to Venetian/Palazzo resort complex
Hosts G2E, SHOT Show, AWS re:Invent components

Mandalay Bay Convention Center

2.1 million square feet of exhibition space
Connected to Mandalay Bay resort
Hosts Black Hat, Licensing Expo, smaller shows

Caesars Forum
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e Connected to LINQ Promenade
e Newest major convention facility
e Houses portions of SHOT Show and various corporate events

MGM Grand Conference Center
e 380,000 square feet of exhibition space
e Connected to MGM Grand resort
e Hosts corporate events and segments of larger conventions

Conclusion

Las Vegas conventions contribute billions of dollars to the local economy and significantly impact the visitor
experience. For tourists not attending conventions, understanding the convention calendar can help avoid
unintentionally booking during high-rate periods. For convention attendees, Las Vegas offers an unparalleled
combination of meeting facilities, entertainment options, and networking opportunities.

Whether you're attending a convention or visiting while one is in town, advanced planning is essential to ensure the
best experience and value. The city's continued investment in convention facilities ensures Las Vegas will remain
a global leader in the meetings industry for years to come.
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Chapter 27

Health Considerations for Las Vegas Visitors

Las Vegas offers a one-of-a-kind experience, but its desert location, 24/7 lifestyle, and high-energy atmosphere
present unique health challenges. Being aware of these potential issues and taking preventive measures will help
ensure your Vegas vacation remains enjoyable from start to finish.

Environmental Health Risks

Heat-Related Concerns

Las Vegas experiences extreme heat, particularly from May through September, creating serious health risks for
unprepared visitors.

Extreme Temperatures
e Summer highs regularly exceed 105°F (40°C)
e Sidewalk temperatures can reach 150°F (65°C)
e Direct sun exposure can lead to rapid overheating
e Heat exhaustion can develop quickly and unexpectedly
e Heat stroke is a life-threatening medical emergency requiring immediate attention

Prevention Strategies
e Stay hydrated: Drink 1 liter of water per hour when outdoors
¢ Seek air conditioning: Plan indoor activities during peak heat (10am-4pm)
¢ Schedule wisely: Limit outdoor activities to morning/evening hours
e Dress appropriately: Wear lightweight, light-colored, loose-fitting clothing
e Use sun protection: Apply high-SPF sunscreen regularly throughout the day
o Take frequent breaks: Rest in air-conditioned areas if you feel overheated
e Monitor yourself: Headache, dizziness, and nausea are warning signs

Air Quality Issues

The desert environment and casino atmosphere combine to create respiratory challenges for many visitors.

Desert Environment
¢ Dust and particulate matter can trigger respiratory symptoms
e Extremely low humidity (6-30%) dries out mucous membranes
e Respiratory irritation is common, even in healthy individuals
e Asthma and COPD symptoms may be aggravated
e Allergies can flare up unexpectedly, even in non-allergy seasons

Indoor Air Concerns
e Many casinos permit smoking, creating smoke-filled environments
e Ventilation systems may not fully remove smoke and particulates
e High concentrations of perfumes and colognes in crowded areas
e Cleaning chemicals used in hotels and casinos may trigger sensitivities
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Management Approaches

Request non-smoking hotel rooms

Consider smoke-free casino properties (Park MGM is entirely non-smoking)
Use saline nasal spray to combat dryness

Consider a portable room humidifier for your hotel room

Take regular breaks outdoors to breathe fresh air

Bring prescribed medications and keep them accessible

Sun Exposure

The Las Vegas Valley experiences intense sunshine and UV exposure year-round.

UV Intensity

Higher elevation increases UV exposure compared to sea level
UV index regularly reaches 10+ (extreme) during summer months
Sunburn can occur in under 15 minutes during peak hours
Increased skin cancer risk with extended exposure

Potential for eye damage without proper protection

Protection Measures

Apply broad-spectrum SPF 30+ sunscreen to all exposed skin

Reapply sunscreen every 2 hours, more often when swimming or sweating
Wear UV-blocking sunglasses to protect your eyes

Use wide-brimmed hats to shade your face and neck

Seek shade during peak hours (10am-4pm)

Consider UPF-rated clothing for extended outdoor activities

Travel-Related Health Considerations

Dehydration

Dehydration is perhaps the single most common health issue for Las Vegas visitors.

Contributing Factors

Low humidity environment accelerates moisture loss
Air-conditioned indoor spaces further reduce humidity
Alcohol consumption increases dehydration risk
Extended walking on the Strip depletes fluids

Air travel dehydrates before you even arrive

Signs & Prevention

Carry water at all times: Refillable bottles save money and reduce waste

Limit alcohol intake: Alternate alcoholic beverages with water

Consume electrolyte beverages: Replace lost minerals, especially after drinking
Monitor urine color: Pale yellow indicates proper hydration

Avoid excessive caffeine: Coffee and energy drinks can worsen dehydration

Watch for symptoms: Headache, dizziness, dry mouth, and fatigue are warning signs
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Sleep Disruption

Las Vegas's 24/7 environment can wreak havoc on sleep patterns.

Causative Factors
¢ Constant stimulation from lights, sounds, and activities
e (Casino noise levels that continue throughout the night
e Time zone adjustments for visitors from different regions
e Excess stimulation from entertainment and gambling
e Irregular meal and activity schedules

Management Strategies
e Request rooms on higher floors and away from elevators/ice machines
o Consider hotels without casinos for quieter environments
e Bring earplugs, sleep mask, and white noise machine or app
e Maintain a consistent sleep schedule when possible
e Schedule downtime in your itinerary to rest and recharge
e Avoid screens and stimulating activities before bedtime

Walking-Related Issues

The Las Vegas Strip is deceptively long, and visitors often underestimate walking distances.

Physical Strain
e Distances between resorts are much farther than they appear
e Hard walking surfaces (concrete, marble) impact joints
e Extended standing periods (lines, gambling, shows) cause fatigue
e Inappropriate footwear leads to blisters and foot pain
e Unaccustomed activity levels surprise even fit visitors

Prevention Tips
e  Wear comfortable, supportive footwear appropriate for extensive walking
e Take periodic rest breaks, especially during hot weather
e Plan realistic distances and use transportation for longer stretches
¢ Consider transportation options (monorail, taxis, rideshares)
e Wear compression socks for long periods of standing or walking
e Elevate feet during breaks to reduce swelling

Lifestyle-Related Considerations

Alcohol Consumption

Las Vegas's party atmosphere often encourages increased alcohol consumption.

Enhanced Risks
e Dehydration accelerates due to alcohol's diuretic effect
e Heat sensitivity increases, raising risk of heat-related illness
e Sun effects intensify, leading to more severe sunburns
e Impaired judgment can lead to safety and health risks
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Potential interactions with medications

Responsible Practices

Alternate alcoholic drinks with water (1:1 ratio minimum)

Eat before and during drinking sessions

Know your personal limits and pace yourself

Plan transportation in advance — never drive impaired

Watch drinks at all times to prevent tampering

Be cautious with "yard-long" drinks and other novelty containers

Food Safety

Vegas offers incredible dining options, but certain precautions are advisable.

Buffet Considerations

Food temperature maintenance is crucial for safety
Cross-contamination potential exists with shared utensils
Extended serving times may impact food freshness
High-volume food handling creates additional risks
Shared serving utensils can transmit germs

Safe Practices

Observe food handling practices before selecting items

Choose freshly prepared and recently replenished items

Select hot foods that are visibly steaming

Wash hands before eating at any establishment

Report concerns to management if noticed

Be cautious with high-risk items (raw seafood, undercooked meats)

Over-Exertion

The excitement of Las Vegas often leads visitors to overdo activities.

Risk Factors

Activity-packed itineraries with minimal downtime
Unaccustomed physical activity (walking, dancing, etc.)
Alcohol and sleep impacts reducing stamina

Heat effects compounding fatigue

Existing medical conditions worsened by overactivity

Moderation Strategies

Plan rest periods throughout each day

Schedule at least one downtime day during longer stays
Listen to body signals indicating need for rest

Balance high-energy activities with relaxing ones

Stay within physical limits and adjust plans as needed

Be honest about your fitness level when planning activities
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Pre-Existing Condition Considerations

Respiratory Conditions

Visitors with asthma, COPD, or other respiratory conditions face particular challenges.

Asthma/COPD Concerns
e Smoking environments can trigger symptoms
e Desert dust aggravates respiratory issues
o Extremely dry air irritates airways
e Air quality varies seasonally
¢ Indoor ventilation systems circulate irritants

Management Approaches
e Request non-smoking rooms and floors
e Carry prescribed medications at all times
e Consider bringing a portable air purifier for your room
e Use a room humidifier to combat dryness
e  Monitor air quality reports during your stay
e Know locations of urgent care facilities
e Consider a lightweight mask in smoke-heavy areas

Cardiovascular Conditions

Las Vegas presents several challenges for those with heart conditions.

Stress Factors
e Heat exposure increases cardiovascular demand
e Extensive walking distances require stamina
e Elevation changes (stairs, walking bridges) add exertion
e Excitement and stimulation raise heart rate
e Sleep disruption impacts heart health

Preventive Measures
e Maintain medication adherence on your regular schedule
e Moderate activity levels based on your condition
e Avoid outdoor activities during peak heat
e Take regular rest periods during activities
e Maintain proper hydration at all times
e Know symptoms that require medical attention
e Locate the nearest medical facilities to your hotel

Diabetes Management
Managing diabetes requires extra planning in Las Vegas.
Challenge Areas

e Irregular meal timing due to shows and activities

e Buffet portion management difficulties
¢ Alcohol consumption affecting blood sugar
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Activity level changes impacting insulin needs
Disruptions to blood sugar monitoring routine

Control Strategies

Maintain a regular testing schedule

Carry snacks at all times for unexpected lows

Adjust medication timing based on activities

Practice alcohol moderation and never drink on empty stomach
Wear medical ID in case of emergency

Keep diabetes supplies in carry-on luggage

Consider time zone adjustments for medication timing

Mental Health Considerations

Overstimulation

The sensory intensity of Las Vegas can overwhelm visitors.

Causative Elements

Constant noise and light stimulation
24-hour environment without natural breaks
Crowds and high-activity environments
Sensory overload from casino designs

Sleep disruption amplifying stress responses

Coping Mechanisms

Schedule quiet time away from stimulating environments

Use your hotel room as a retreat when needed

Take nature breaks (Springs Preserve, parks, Red Rock Canyon)
Practice meditation or mindfulness techniques

Maintain sleep hygiene to improve resilience

Consider noise-canceling headphones in overwhelming areas

Gambling Concerns

Responsible gambling is essential for a positive experience.

Risk Patterns

Extended gambling sessions without breaks
Chasing losses to recover money
Exceeding pre-established budgets
Emotional decision-making under stress
Alcohol influence on judgment

Healthy Approaches

Set strict time limits for gambling activities
Establish a firm budget before starting
Take regular breaks away from the gaming floor

Approach gambling as entertainment, not income
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o Utilize self-exclusion programs if feeling at risk
e Remember that games are designed for the house to win
e  Watch for signs of problematic behavior

Medical Resources

Emergency Services
Know where to find medical help if needed.

Hospital Facilities
e University Medical Center (901 Rancho Lane): Level I Trauma Center
e Sunrise Hospital & Medical Center (3186 S Maryland Pkwy)
e Valley Hospital Medical Center (620 Shadow Lane)
e Desert Springs Hospital (2075 E Flamingo Rd)
e Emergency response: Call 911

Urgent Care Options
e  Multiple locations on/near Strip with extended hours
e  Walk-in availability for non-emergency issues
e Verify insurance acceptance before treatment
e International insurance considerations (check coverage)
e Typical costs without insurance: $100-300 for basic visits

Hotel Medical Services

Many hotels offer basic medical assistance.

In-House Options
e First aid stations for minor issues
e EMT availability at larger properties
e Concierge medical referrals for visitors
e Pharmacy delivery services
e Medical staff on-call at major resorts

Pharmacy Access

Medication access is convenient throughout Las Vegas.

Convenience Options
e 24-hour pharmacies (Walgreens, CVS) near the Strip
e Resort and mall pharmacy locations
e  Prescription transfers from your home pharmacy
e Extensive over-the-counter selections
e Pharmacist consultation services
e Delivery services to major hotels

226



Preventive Planning for a Healthy Visit

Before Your Trip

o  Check weather forecasts to prepare appropriate clothing

e Pack medications in carry-on luggage, not checked bags

e Bring copies of prescriptions and doctor contact information
e Review health insurance coverage for out-of-state care

e Consider travel insurance for international visitors

e Pack a basic health kit (pain relievers, bandages, antacids)

During Your Stay

e Start each day well-hydrated

e Use sunscreen even on cloudy days

e Schedule indoor activities during the hottest hours

e Balance exciting activities with relaxation

e Set alarms for medication times

o Take advantage of hotel fitness centers for gentle exercise
e Monitor alcohol consumption carefully

Special Seasonal Considerations

e Summer (June-August): Extreme heat precautions essential

e Spring/Fall: Unpredictable temperature swings, dress in layers

e  Winter: Surprisingly cold evenings require jackets

e Allergy seasons: Spring pollen and fall ragweed affect sensitive visitors

Conclusion

Las Vegas offers an incredible experience, but its unique environment requires attention to health considerations
that visitors might not face at home. By planning ahead and implementing simple preventive measures, you can
enjoy all the excitement Las Vegas has to offer while maintaining your well-being throughout your stay.

Remember that most health issues in Las Vegas are entirely preventable with proper hydration, sun protection,
moderation in activities, and awareness of your environment. Taking care of your health doesn't mean limiting your
fun—in fact, it ensures you'll be able to enjoy your entire Vegas experience to the fullest.
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